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The Preface: 


T i not without the laſt reluttancy, that F 
reſolve to publiſh theſe Papers, or rather . 
ſhould have ſaid, T am obliz'd to it by the 
utmoſt Neceſſity, It may happen to many 

to have their Serwices not rewarded ; but my Caje 
is particular, who am reduced to the unhappy ne- 
ceſity of defending them. 

T ſhall ſay the leſs upon this Occaſion, for if 
the Matters of Fatt T alledg do not carry Coavii7t- 
on with them, T have little to expett ; and I only 
venture to publiſh *em, becauſe notorious Truths 


muſt prevail at this time in my favour, or I muff 


or ever aiſpair : And no worſe Fate can be pro- 
cured me by thoſe I may diſpleaſe than Starving, 
which is almoſt my preſent conditios. | 

Whether I deferve the Uſage I have met with ; 
whether ſuch kind of Services as mine were ever 
negletted in any other Age, T muſt leave to the 
Judgment of thoſe who will read theſe Papers, and 
ſatisfy themſelves about them : Which when I 
preſume to addreſs to the Grand Taqueſt of the 
Nation, to the Honourable Repreſentatives of - 
the whole People, F am not inſenſible of the Fate 
1 muſt expect, if it is not ſufficiently manifeſt [ 
deſerve their Favour and Proteftion, 

Some few things I muſt of neceſſity jrongy of : 


my ſelf, and my Circumſtances, that what follows 
A'q a 
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vii The Preface. 
muy the better be underſtood. I had the honour to 


command the Company that did duty at Wind- * 


ſor-Caftle when his Majeſty came thither upon the 
Revolution, The Dake of Norfolk, whoſe Zeal 


* ſufficiently appear'd on that occaſion, and to whom 


T' ow'd my Employment, had he not been ſuffici- 
ently ſecure of Inclination and Fidelity, 
would never have Tofferd me in that Poſt. T loſt 
rot my Commiſſion becauſe I was unwilling to ſerve 
the Kjng and this Government ; bat when it was 
taken from me, TI was the leſs ſurpriz'd at my ill 
Fortune, Sir William Parkyns being my Un- 
cle, and ſome of my Relations Roman Catho- 


ticks, tho I was ever bred a Proteſtant : yet Town 
' T had ſome Reſentment too natural to thoſe that 


are diſappointed ; and my Diſgrace, and other Cir- 


"cumſtances, brought me into a Confidence and 


Greatneſs with the diſaffefied Party, But when 
1 found that Kzng James's Intereſts were no way 
fo be ſupported but by Invaſions from the French, 
and by Aſſaſſinations upon the King, my Daty to 
my Country, my Religion, and the horror of (uch 
Attempts, made me reſolve, as mach as in me lay, 
zo diſappoint ſuch damnable Deſigns. «+ 

1 do not pretend to ſo littl8 Self-intereſt, but 
that Town I was pleaſed with the hopes of making 
my Fortune, when at the ſame time I was endea- 
wouring to ſave my Kjng and Country, which 
mage me ready to lay out much of my little Stock ta 
enable me to perform ſuch a Service. 
' That ſuch Services Wave been accounted Na- 


tional, 
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' tional, and. publickly rewarded, every one knows 


who have read any thing of Antient or Modern 
Hiſtory. T ſhall inſtance but in _—_ the many 
Examples that might be given in all Ages and Go- 
vernments. Immediately after the expulſion of Tar- 
_ whoſe inſupportable Arrogance and Cruelty 

ad juſtly thrown him dut of Rome, ſeveral hot- 
headed Noblemen endeavoar'd to reſtore their late 
abdicated Prince : Theſe Deſigns were happily at: 
tefted by a Slave, the Conſpirators were brought 
fo condign Puniſhment ; and how the Diſcoverer 
was recompenſed Livy informs as, Lib. 2. Secun- 
dum peenam nocentium, ut in utramque par- 
tem arcendis ſceleribus exemplum Nobile ef- 
ſet, przmium indici, pecunia ex zrario, Liber- 
tas & Civitas data : that is, next to the care they 
took in puniſhing the Criminals as they deſern/d, 
that they might ſecure themſelves from any ſuch 
Attempt for the future, and give an eminent 
Inſtance that they knew how to reward, as well as 
ro puniſh, they immediately decreed to the Diſco- 
verer, a Gratuity out of the publick Treaſury, 
and gave him, with his Liberty, the Free- 
dom of the City. Which laſt was the greateſt 
Complement the Romans could beflow, ſince 


Ryngs, ana Crowned Heads, who deſervd well of 


the Republick, receiw”d it as the higheſt Favour. 
Thus we ſee what Meaſures the Romans (the beſt 


Judges of true Honour and Policy) took upon 
theſe Occaſions. But of more weight are Exam- 
ples from Sacred Writ ; and I ſhall ozly deſire 
LEE, | "7" "0 
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the Reader to conſider, whether Mordecat did 


ot deſerve the noble Reward Ahaſuerus gave 


him. | 
T will leave it to any impartial Reader, who con- 
ſalts the following Memoirs, to judg whether the 
Diſcoveries made by me, have not been the moſt 
early and ample, both as to the Aſſaſſination and 
fntended Tnvaſion. T ſcorn to leſſer the Services 
of others, and *tis below me, to envy the Advan- 
tages they have reaped by them : but Pll be botd to 
fay, That a more perte& diſcovery of a Deſign 
of this nature was never yet made in the 
World, Now that my Letters, and the Dates of 


them are Authentick, -I ſuppoſe no rational Man 


will doubt, when he is inform? d they were long ſince 


fealed up, and left in Sir William TrumbulPs 
Caſtody ; when he is inforw'd that the Originals 


lodg'd in the Houſe of Peers by their Order, are 


2n the Dake of Shrewsbury*s and Secretary Ver- 
non's own hands, and given in upon Oath, But 


_ however I refer my ſelf as to that matter, to his 


Grace of Shrewsbury*s own Letter apon that 
occaſion read in the Houſe of Lords. 

if my anlucky Stars have carried my Diſcove= 
ries too far, (at leaſt in the opinion of ſome Peo- 
ple) Thave this to ſay, *twas wholly owing to ac- 
cident : If they prove of uſe to the Pablick, T 
claim no Merit, and I an ſure I deſerve no blame, 
for what Tcould not either help or prevent. I was- 
brought in Cuſtody to the Houſe of Lords, when. 
ſearce any knew my Lodging but my LordPortland, 


- we 
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or Sir William Trumbull, aud examined upon 
Oath. My Caution and Reſerve was ſufficiently 
apparent to every body ; and thoſe that preſ®d me 
r far, and made it impoſſible for me to conceal 
thoſe Tranſattions that I never intended to | =x4 
liſh, knew beſt whether they ſerv*d the Publick, 
or their Friends. Had there been any Objettions 
to be made to me, T leave the World to judg what 
row T had met with ; T port I by ſay it was a 
Sealon of Severity, or at leaſt of ſtrict Juſtice : 
And rho that whe be offended with I 
time, wanted not Power to have me expoſed, But 
there being no room far that, the next thing was 
to have me ridical'd for a filly medling Fellow, 
who pick'd up Scraps of * Coffee-houſe Intell;- 
gence, who was only fed with Stories that one 
Hewet affirm*d he took out of publick Prints to 
furniſh me withal, Now ſuppoſing this to be the 
Caſe, I had ſome little Ability, or much good 
Lack, to be able, for ſo many months together, 
to impoſe ſuch Trifles upon the Dake of Shrewſ- . 
bury, and the wow Secretary Vernon, to have 
ſo many of their Letters in return of mine, to 
have had ſo often Sums of Money from them, 
oy 1 confeſs in no proportion to the important 

ccaſions for which f deſired them. Neither is it 
leſs extraordinary, that the then Earl of Mon- 
mouth, ard Secretary 'Frumbull, ſhould not 
bave diſcovered in ſo long a time the weak fide of 
a Man ſo ridiculous, who dealt in ſuch idle Tales. 
But above all my good Fortune was the greateſt, 


whey 


E . 
| 

| 

| 
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when my Lord Portland was pleaſed to give me a 
Preſent in Money from the King and a ” <vila of 
Favour and Protefion, after his Majeſty had gi- 
ven an Audience and Reception, which I muſt con- 
feſs was above any Merit T can pretend to ; and 
which, to ſay no more, ſo diſcerning a Prince 
would not have beſtow'd on a mere Trifer. 

' It may farther be thought, that T am not alto- 
gether that Trifler, if it be conſider'd that in De- 
cember 1694. 1 diſcover'd where a quantity 0 
Arms were conceaPd in Sir William Parkyns's 


. Hoaſe in Warwickſhire, whilſ# the Tancaſhire 


Plot was under examination in the Parliament, 
which were not thought fit to be ſeized, tho often 


urged, until they were atually convey'd from the . 


place where I firſt diſcover'd them, and hid under 
ground. Which Arms remain as an Evidence of 
my ſaid Diſcovery in a place inthe Tower to this 
day : As alſo the Dyes of the Tower, which were 


convey d away by Hewet and others, by the help of 


Mr. Roetier, and which were at Mr. Vernon's 
Houſe on Sunday the 19th of January 1695. diſ- 


' cover d by me in order to prevent the ſame, of 


which upon after-examination T believe the Earl of 
Peterborough and Secretary Trumbull will do 
me right, All which T hope leave room to believe I 
did merit ſomething better from the Government 
than to be thought a Trifler. 

T know my own Imperfect ions, and confeſs I had 
not Confidence or Ability enough to keep me from 


the higheſt ſurprize, when I was brought in cuſto- | 


ay 


- 


b 


_ 


The Preface. ili 
dy to the Houſe of Lords, without having hadthe 
_ intimation from any Perſon hartong of 
what might be the _ of it ; and my ſarprize 
was the more increaſed, when I found afterwards 
that T could have no acceſs to the Earl of Portland, 
the then Earl of Monmouth, or Secretary Trum- 
bull, and yet nothing laid to my charge that could * 
forfeit me an Honour 1 had ſo often had. But I 
was not long without ſome apprehenſions of my 
Caſe, when waiting afterwards. upon the Earl of 
Monmouth at the Tower, he at my coming in- 
to the Room ſeewd uneaſy, and immediately 
calPd in the Warder, but very civilly told me, 
"twas not to affront me, or from any ill Opinion 
conceiv'd of me «that he took that meaſure, bat 
that he thoaght it beſt for himſelf and me to have 
20 farther s onverſation, tnjoining me to treuble 
him no more with publick Matters, which he 
would not concern himſelf withal, nor to viſit him 
pon any other Occaſion ; which Commands I have 
very ſubmiſſively obſer d ever ſince. TI was the 
more ſurpriz'd at the like coldneſs from Sir Wil- 
liam Trumbull, becauje he was in a publick Cha- 
rafter. However I ſhall not complain of what I 
may think ſome Haraſhips frem theſe Noble Per- 
ſons, who I do not doubt will do mg Juſtice when 
there is occaſion, ſince Trath is all ] ack, But be 
it as my Enemies would hawe it, my weakneſs and 
inſufficiency. ſhall be acknowledg* rh my ſelf ; yet 
T hope it will never be imputed to me as a Crime, 


that in the preſent miſerable poſture of my Aﬀairs, 
I 
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I hambly refer my ſelf, and. "7 anfortunate Cirs 
4 


cumſtances, to the impartial Judgment of the 
Honoarable Houſe of Conimons. 

Tho I am ready to confeſs my ſelf a weak Man, 
T ſhall defend my ſelf from having committed 
Attions below a Gentleman, and only beg leave to 
ſay one word upon this Subjedt, which I think may 
be ſufficient to convince the World upon what foot 
T ſerv'd the Government, viz. That it was from 
4 Principle that IT did it, like a Gentleman as 1 
was born and bred; and that Monies and Profit 
were not my only Motives. After the thouſand 
Pound 4 Head Reward was ſet upon the G __ 
tors, Holms, whoſe Name was in the Proclama- 
tion, lay one night with me in my own Lodgi 


Pgs ; * 
yet becauſe I might the better enable my Ts 'o 


countermine all their Projetts, and conſequently 
be more capable of ſerving my Country, and to 
avoid the nngratefal appearance of betraying any 
body for Money, 1 let him go oat 4 the Hoafe 
whes he was otherwiſe ſufficiently look'd after : 
My management in this particular was approv'd 
by a Miniſter of State. Thus 1 let a certain 
Reward ſlip out of my hands on a point of Ho- 
nour and Zqal for the Service of thi Govern- 
ment. . And I would defire no better un iſſue for 
me, than to have it judg'd by the Honoarable 
Floaſe of Commons, . apons what 1 can lay before 
* them, Whether jt were not feizable for me to 
have Joe the Remards of ſeizing ten of them 

\ 65-well as one, as much a Fool as Bio" have en- 
h deavour'd 
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deatwvour'd to repreſent me? Perhaps many may 
think I my ſelf give the greateſt proof of it in this 
Inſtance; toooo |. were a good Stake for a Max 
who had liv'd yo long upon bare Promiſes : [1 
thought it alittle hard I confeſs, for one who had 
dedlt thas with the Government, to have no other 
Recompence, than to be brought to the Bar of the 
Houſe of Lords i cuſtody, and confronted there 
with Hewet at liberty, who was Nephew to 


Holms oxe of the principal Aſſaſſinators, and 


himſelf had been ſecured for Treaſon ; and that 
ſach a Perſon ſhould have been queſtion'd upon 
"Oath in Matters relating to me, which if he 
had owned the Truth, he maſt have been his own 
Accaſer, 

After all this, when it fhall appear by ſome 
Matters of Fatt that I ſhall afterwards give an 
account of, that the greateſt Sums of Money I ever 
recetud at any time, have been given me fince all 
theſe Tranſattions, and under pretence of my 
ſerving the Publitk with Intelligence ; to ſome [ 
conceive it will appear extraordinary, that the diſ- 
banded Fool, maile uncapable by themſelves, ſhould 
be apain taken into Service: but of this the 
Reager muſt ſuſpend his Judgment till I have laid 
before him the Matters of Fatt, © 

Before I proceed to thew, there remains only 
zhis one Point, and that is, to juſtify my Beha« 
Viowr to ſo near a Relation engag*d in thoſe Plots 
{ was endeavouring to detet. 1 ſolemnly proteſt, 
nothing was wanting in me fo diſſwade Sir = il 
| 1am 


-_ boat an ie AAAS; <v 4h e CAAASEATeBne ts aes - = 


xV1 The Preface. 


liam Parkyns from the wrong ways in which I 


ſaw him imbark*d, and what T affirm I can give 
the World ſufficient proofs of. ' But he was ſo 
fond of the preceding Meaſures of the Compound- 
ing Party, and had ſo deeply ingag'd in them, 
that he thought it not ſafe to retreat ; and-ſo 
was drawn, contrary to his Inclinations, into 
Unaertakings more violent and dangerous, [1 
was intruſted and imploy'd by him in the Settle- 
ment of his Eſtate and Concerns. And the 
greateſt diſappointment I had, in not having 
that Juſtice done me to the King, of letting him 
know that I. was the firſt Diſcoverer of the 
Plot, was the being prevented from making my 
humble Requeſt to his Majeſty for my Uncle's 
Life, which I think wouldghardly have been 
refuſed to my Service. And this Matter 0 
Fatt Þ am oblig'd to mention for my own abi 
cation, that having intimation he might have 
been wrought up to a Confeſſion, I preſs'd My. Se- 
* cretary Vernon to procure me an admiſſion to him, 
which could not be obtain'd. 

Before I conclude this Addreſs, which I have 
made as ſhort as poſſibly T could, TI yy beg leave 
fo make one Remark upon R. K. Author of «4 
late Book intitled, A true Hiſtory of the ſeve- 
ral Deſigns and Conſpiracies, from the Year 
1688, to1697. He pretends, RR That 
the Diſcoverers peremptorily refuſing to name 


the Conſpirators, might have been of fatal 


Conſequence, if the Earl of Por;laud had not 
 þ found 
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found out the happy Expedient to prevent it, 
by perſwading his Majeſty to give himſelf the 
trouble of examining Mr. Pendergraſs and Mr. 
De 1a Rae himſelf in his Cloſet. Azd this was 
on the 21ſt of February 1695. in the Evening, 
Whereas the Reader will find by the following 
Letters, that I gave notice of that barbarogas 
Deſign againſt his Majeſty's Life, on the 5th of 
January 95. and oz the 1oth of February 95. 
and perſonally told a Great Miniſter in the Go- 
vernment of the ſaid Deſign, and then gave him 
the Names of two of the principal Conſpirators, 
viz, Sir George Barclay, aud Major Holmes ; 
and a full Account a few days after, with many 
of the Conſpirators Names, as appears by the Let= 
ters dated the 14th and 19th of the ſaid Month 
1695. thoſe Letters containing a more full and 
ample Accoant of that barbarous Deſign than any 
yet extant. I am only now relating Matters of 
Fatt, withoat pretending to draw Inferences ; yet 
in my poor Opinion I may venture to ſay, there 
never was ſo clear a Diſcovery as I mage of ſo 
dark a Deſign, ſince I diſcovered the Plot, the 
Names of many of the Aitors in it, the place 


.where, and manner how it was to be put in exe- 


cution, and offer'd at a wery reaſonable and (mall 
Expence, to deliver all the Conſpirators in the we- 
ry Fatt, ſafely into the hands of the Govern- 
ment. Thoſe that conſider this, and the fatal 
Conſequences the DoCtor ſpeaks of, that the 
Diſcoverers refuſed peremptorily to name the Con- 

ſpirators, 
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[pirators, may juſtly wonder that I was never ſent 
for upon that Occaſion, either tothe King, or Ca- 
binet ; and may be more ſurprized perhaps when 
theyr informed, that for near a Tear after I could 
not be introduced to his Majeſty, tho applying my 
ſelf for. that purpoſe to the Dake of Nortolk, 
the Earl of Peterborough, and Sir William 
Trumbull. Their Wonder may yet increaſe when 
they conſider, that after i was once admitted into 
his Majeſty's Preſence, I was yet unfortunate e- 
nough to loſe all my Hopes, grounded upon re- 
peated promiſes of Protedtion and Reward, and, 


found my ſelf in a moment abandowd by all, and 


as if there had been Inchantment in the C aſe, eve- 
rj body ſhanning me, and no body giving me the 
Reaſon why. Tet after all, there is this further 
occaſion of Wonder in my unfortunate Circumſt an- 
ces, that I ſhould be again imploy'd in the ſame 
ſort of Service, by I know not who; and receiving 
Money I. know not whence, ſhould be almoſt re- 
duced to a willengneſs to have taken T ranſportati- 
on for my Reward ; and yet am returned again, 
ana forced to ive this ſad and extraordinary Ac- 
count of my Misfortunes and Services. 

Bat theſe are Riddles I muſt leave to others to 
unfold : My humble Requeſt is only, that the 


: Honourable Houſe of Commons would be pleaſed 
to cor{ider, Whether my Services deſerve Reward t | « 


and Countenance, or Starving and Diſgrace. 
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INTRODUCTION 


TO FH 


MEMOIRS. 


LL that paſſed between the D— of 
Shr-sb-ry, Mr, Secretary V-rn-2, and 
my ſelf, make the Body of the fol- 

lowing Memoirs. And if any of 
my Letters which I pretend; and will prove 
to have been delivered, be diſputed, I only 
deſire the favour to have thoſe Papers of mine 
produced, which occaſion'd thoſe Anſwers 
that are under their own hands. I hope Nece(- 
ſity will plead my excuſe to thoſe other Perſons 
of Quality whoſe Names I {hall be obliged to 
mention. I willtake caretodo no body wrong ; 
and fince after ſo long a time I can get no ad- 
miſſion to any of thein, they will, I hope, al- 
low me the liberty of ſpeaking Truth. 

The Duke of Norfolk was the firſt Perſon to 
whom IT communicated any of the Proceedings 
between the D— of Shr-5b-ry, and my ſelf. 
His Grace received me with his accuſtomed” 
Goodneſs, but he was often out of Town : 
So being put off with Excuſes from the Secre- 
taries Office, to near the time of the King's 


B 2 depar- 
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departure for Holland, in the Year 1696. I 
went to Kz#ſington, and reſolved to ſeek ſome 
opportunity of ſpeaking to. his Majeſty my 
ſelf. When I came thither, I was inform'd 
the then Earl of Mozmoauth was in waiting ; 
and to him I addreſs'd my ſelf, tho wholly 
unknown to him, and only ſpoke to him in 
general terms. His Lordſhip, as is uſual, was 
referring me to ſome other ; but when TI told 
him in ſhort what I had to ſay related to the 


_ Safety of his Majeſty's Perſon and Govern- 


ment, upon that he was pleaſed to tell me, 
he would inform the King of my Name, and 
of my Buſineſs. The Earl after ſome time 
let me know, that he could not procure me ac- 
ceſs to the King ; that T muſt ſee to gain. ad- 
mittance, if my Afﬀair was ſo preſſing, by 
my Lord Albermarle that is now, or by the 
Clokn-heapers but that if IT could not, the 
King had order'd him, if my Buſineſs prov*d 
of Conſequence, to carry me to Sir William 


Trumbull, T could by no means ſpeak to the 


King before his departure. Sometime after 
the {aid Earl, now Earl of Peterborough, hav- 
ing read a ſecond time my Memoirs and Let- 
ters, introduced me to Sir William Trumbull ; 
*twas about the latter end of May 1696. At 
this meeting I ſhew*'d Sir William Trumball, 
then one of his Majeſty*s Secretaries of State, 
my Letters and Mizutes, with the D— of 
Shr-sb-ry's, and Mr. Secretary V-rz-n's An- 

- {wers 
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ſwers to them. He much wonder'd that the 
King was not made acquainted with my Ser- 
vices, himſelf not having heard the leaſt men- 
tion of them. My Papers being looſe, I tran- 
{cribed them in a Book, according to the Se- 
ries of Time, (by the way, my Lord Chan- 
cellor did me the honour to read great part of 
my Letters and Minutes, before they were 
tranſcribed in a Book ; and they gave him that 
ſatisfaction, that he wonder*'d I was not made 
known to the King) and did deliver into Sir 
W, TrumbulPs hand, that Book of my Corre- 
ſpondence with his Gr-ce the D— of Shr-sb- 
ry, together with the Original Lefters and 
Minutes thereunto belonging. Theſe being 
the proof of the Truth of my Correſpon-, 
dence, and undeniable Demonſtration of the 
reality of my paſt Services, were ſealed up in 
two parcels, and deliver*'d in the preſence of 
the ſaid Earl. The Intention and Deſign of 
delivering up the ſaid Original Papers into 
the Secretary's hand, was not only to prove 
the truth of my Book, but to ſecure them from 
any Attempr. 

When his Majeſty came from Flanders, T 
then preſt the Earl of Moamoath, and Sir W:t- 
liam, to procure my adinittance to the King, 
It was fo long before Sir W. Trumball did 
procure that Honour, that I had often reſolved 
tolay my Memoirs before the Houſe of Commons, 
But to my great misfortune I was ever difſwad- 
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ed by the Earl of Mommoath from ſo doing. 
At laſt, when juſt deſpairing of ever being ad- 
mitted to an Audience of his Majeſty, T re- 
ceived this following Letter from Sir Williams 
Trumbull. ; 


* 


Sunday Night at 12. 


9 1: RN, | 
HE Kjngo commands me to ſend you 
word, that if you will go to my Lord 
Porrland*s to morrow in the Evening, at ſeven 
of the Clock, he will bring you to ſpeak with the 
King. Tam, | | 
SIR, 


9 Nov. 96, Tour moſt humble Servant, 
Will. Trumbull. 


On Mozday, the next day, in obedience to 
Command, I went to Kexſington, and was in- 
troduced into his Majeſty's Preſence by the 
Earl of Port/azd, T humbly preſented to the 
Kinga Book of my Correſpondence, and went 
away fully fatisfy'd with the Honour T had 
had, and the belief that his Majeſty was ſen- 
ſible of the Truth and Greatneſs of my Ser- 
VICCS. 

Within two or three days aſter IT attended 
Sir W, Tramball, to know whether hz had yer 
received any Commands for me. He then 
T5 | X told 
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told me, before the Earl of Monmoanth, that 
his Majeſty was very well fatisty'd with the 
Account: I had given him, and that it was a 
very full and early diſcovery of the Plot: 
That his Majeſty had commanded him to en- 
quire what I moſt liked, Whether to ſerve in 
the Army, or in any other Imployment ? He, 


. told me ſome M ney would be ordered me for 


the preſenc ; but Money being ſcarce at that 
time, a little muſt ſerve me ti]] more came in. 
I gave the Secretary anſwer to his Majelty's 
Comm:'nd, that I was willing to ſerve the 
King in any Character he was pleaſed to ap- 
point, The Secretary was pleaſed to tell me, 
that my Service inthe ſame way tor ſome time 
longer would be acceptable. 1 reply*d, I was 
willing to do my endeavours a-:y way that 
might ſerve his Majeſty ; and from that time 
receiv*'d Sir H/. Trambull's Commands, which 
I executed to the beſt,ot my Power. Soon 
after I receiv*d the following Letter-from Sir 


William 'T rumbull. 


Monday morning, Nov. 16. 1696. 


SIR, 


O VU are deſired to go to my Lord Port- 
land”s Lodgings g Kenſington this Even- 


117. 


SIR, Your moſt humble Servant, 
Will. Trumbull. 
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In obedience to the foreſaid Order, T went 
in the Evening to Kerſington, and then his 
Lordſhip was pleaſed to give me fifty Gu- 
zeas rollPd up 1n a piece of Paper. Sir W:/- 
liam atterwards was pleaſed to tell me, that 
Money was {carce at that time ; but when the 


Fauds were ſettled, his Majeſty would reward 
me well for my paſt Services. | 


Friazy Noon. 
S 1 Ms | 


Have been very i ever ſince T ſaw you, but 

my want of Health ſhall not hinder me from 
ſpeaking with you, if you will call at my Houſe, 
either this night at eight of the Clock, or to mor- 
row at the ſame hour. Tam, 


S I R, 
Your moſt hamble Servant, 


Will. Trumbull. 


My Debts being uneaſy tome, I was forced 
toconfeſs to Sir W. Trumbull, T was afraid of 
being arreſted. He promiſed to conſult with 
my Lord Portland the moſt proper way to get 
me a Protection. Upon which account I ſome 
little time after receiv*d this Letter. 


* 


Monday 
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Monday Morning. 


SIR), | 
Y Lord Portland, into whoſe hands T put 
your _— for a Proteftion, deſires to 


ſpeak with you when you can conveniently. 


\ In the Evening I went to Kyrnſington to wait 
on my Lord Pori/aud, who receiv'd me with 
his uſual Civility, and told me, I ſhould have 
a further ſupply of Money in a few days. 

On the roth or 11th of January 1697. I was 
ſurpriz'd. by an Attachment from the Lords, 
and ford to appear in their Houſe. IT was 
altogether ignorant of the Reaſons that in- 
duced them to ſeize me. When I was brought 
to the Bar of their Houſe, I was examined on 
ſeveral Queſtions relating to the Earl of Mon- 
oath, the Dutcheſs of Norfolk, and the Lady 
Mary Fenwick, about Aﬀairs that T was no way 
privy to, and what is more, are yet a Secret 
tome. Inever heard from the ſaid Earl any 
mention of thoſe Ladies Names, upon any 0- 
ther occaſion, than his Lordſhip's deſiring me 
to change my Lodgings, leſt the Dutcheſs of 
Norfolk ſhould force me to diſcover my elf, 
and my Correſpondences, ſhe having had 
ſome Informations of my Intelligence from 
ſome of her Husband's the Duke of Norfolk's 


Family ; and this was ſome Months before his 


Lord- 
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' Lordſhip's Controverſy with the ſaid Dut- 
cheſs in that Houſe. But among the many 
Queſtions that aroſe, my Original Papers 
which were ſealed up, and left with Sir W:1- 
liam Trumball, being brought by him 1n the 
ſame form TI left them in his hands, and broke 

' open in the Houſe of Lords, I could not a-: 
| void (being upon Oath) to diſcover a Cor- 
reſpondence that had paſs'd between a Great | 
Miniſter and my ſelf. That Honourable | 
Houſe cannot but remember, I anſwer'd their * 
Queſtions with all the ſubmiſſion and pro- * 
ſound reſpe& it was poſſible tor me to ex- 
preſs in relation to that Noble Peer. I ſaid * 
nothing but whar I could nor avoid: AndIam 
ſure no reaſonable Man will think me guilty | 
of ſo much folly, as to believe that I had | 
any Deſign to accuſe any Perſon, or that IT ; 
would deſtroy my blooming Hopes ; for un- | 
der the Circumſtances I then lay, *twas not : 
my Intereſt to oppoſe in the leaſt rhe Diſpoſi- 
tions of the Court, | 
After I had been in the Hoxſe of Lords, 
tho without my conſent or knowledg, I ſoon : 
perceived my unlucky Fate, and was pre- ' 
ſently commanded not to appear at Court. | 
I waited on Sir Willa Trumbull to know the * 
Reaſon why I was under Diſpleaſure ; defir- 
ing I might juſtify my ſelf, by anſwering a- 
ny Allegations that might: be juſtly laid to : 
my Charge. Sir William ſeem'd concern'd, -: 
| 2 
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he well knew I had done nothing but what T 
could not avoid ; but he did not dire&t me 
how I ' might be redreſſed. I retired into 
the Country ; and the Winter following whe: 
T came to Town, I made my Applications to 
a new Friend, for my old ones had forſaken 
me, and lodg'd a Petition in his hands ; who 
commiſerating my Condition, promiſed to 
ſerve me to the utmoſt of his Power. Afﬀter 
a Month's attendance my Friend told me, 
that my Service would be well accepted, if I 
would go abroad and tranſmit from thence a 
weekly Account of what occur'd amongſt the 


| Secret Enemies, who were obliged to with- 


draw, in purſuance to the A# of Parliament. 


» T was ſurpriz'd at the Overture, having been 
' ſo long laid afide, and was very deſirous to 
: know who the Perſon was that would engage 

* my Service ; but was aſſured it was a Secret : 
' however if I would undertake the Buſineſs, T 
* ſhould have a monthly Penſion punQtually paid 
* me, and a Sum of Money immediately or- 
 derdtoequip my ſelf in order to my Voyage ; 
: andthat he would ſtand engag'd tor the due 


Remittance and monthly Penſion agreed on, 


{/ which was to commence from the time I went 
| from Exgl/and, In my Circumſtances I would 
« have engag'd upon worſe Terms for an Eaſt- 
' Tadia Voyage, being promiſed, for my fur- 
| ther encouragement, that I ſhould he reward- 


ed for my former Services. Which made me 


hope 
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hope I was to be remember'd abroad, when 
forgot at home. On Janaary 3o. 1697. I re- 
ceiv*d fifty Pounds, and a little time aiter the 
like Sum. When TI had prepared what was 
neceſſary for my Voyage, I receiv'd a Paſs for 
my further Security. After ſome little time 
my 11] Fate purſued me beyond the Seas, and IL 
receiv*d only flattering Letters, which fed me 
with Hopes inſtead of - Supplies. But my 
Friend was too ſincere to deceive me longer 
than he was deceived ; andI ſoon received this 
mortifying Letter from him, which began thus ; 
The incloſed declares your Doom, &c, The 0- 


ther runs in this Stile, 1 have receiv'd yours of 


the 18th, the 22d, and 25th, and have ſhew'd 
them to your Parents, I have been by them 
waſhed with Holy Water, and kept on the Rack 
from day to day; for daily Hope, Expectation and 
Fear « ſo to me. And fo concludes in a ſor- 
rowful manner, for having engag'd upon thoſe 
Terms upon which I went abroad, confeſſin 
that he had been deceiv'd and abuſed by thoſe 
Perſons who authorized him to engage my Ser- 
vice; therefore delired me to make a ſpeedy 
return into Exglayd. 

The Reader may be ſurpriz'd at this Paſ- 
ſage, and wonder who thoſe Perſons were 
that ſo bardarouſly ufed my Friend and me. 
I can aſſure him that is a Secret my Friend has 
not, yet revealed. What my Thoughts are 
on the matter, and the Deſign of {ending me 


| 
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out of England, T will keep to my ſelf, leſt by 
divulging of them I may miſtake. According 
to the Advice I receiv'd from my Friend, I 
immediately return'd into Exg/ard, and waited 
on the Gentleman from whom I had the Paſs, 
and the hundred Pounds, to know the Reaſons 
why I was ſo uſed, and who the Perſons were 
that thus waver'd in their Reſolutions. He 
told me that was a Secret he muſt keep, and 
very much excuſed himſelf for having engag'd 
mein ſo much trouble and danger. "This was 
all the SatisfaQtion Thad from him, and all the 


| SatisfaQtion I can give to others. 
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May it pleaſe your Gr-ce ; 


| HAT -upon conſideration of the 

Deſigns which are forming againſt 

the Government, and the Honoar T 

have had to ſerve their Majeſties, 
I cannot but make known to your Gr-ce what 
hath come to my knowledg concerning the 
ſaid Deſigns : As alſo how T may be made ca- 
pable to ſerve their Majeſties, by giving to 
your Gr--ce a conſtant Intelligence of what 1z- 
ſlraftions are at any time hereafter ſent from 
abroad, which are to be communicated to 
the Jacobire Party here, by which they are to 
take their Meaſures. 

Provided it may not be kzown from whom 
the Intelligence comes, and not to make uſe 
of meat any time as an Evidence ; to have [i 
berty to ſpeak freely, without any hazard or 
danger to my ſelf, and to have a Proviſion 


made for me. This muſt be done with the 
oreateſt 
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| - . greateſt. ſecrecy, by reaſon I am generally 
Wn! - known, and the Party have their Spies in all 
places to give them notice. My coming to 
Town mult likewiſe be private. If there is 
any thing in this Letter that is improper or of- 
fenfive, I do moſt humbly beg pardon, and 1 
aſſure your Gr-ce it is not kzowirgly, or for 
want of Zeal for their Majeſties Service ; for 
I will always be ready to obey. your Gr-ce's 
Commands in any thing, wherein T may ſhew 
my ſelf to be their Majeſties moſt datiful and 
loyal Subject. Your-Gr-ce's generous Diſpo- 
ſition, and great Care for the Good and Wel- 
fare-of the Government, and place of great 
Truſt, have obliged me to apply my ſelf to 
your Gr-ce, who am, in all humility, 
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The Bearer is my Servant, and 
one I can truſt to bring any 

Meſſage to me that your 
Gr-ce pleaſeth. 
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Wil my ſelf known to the D— by ſome Friend, 
ll or further to explain my ſelf by Letter. 
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May it pleaſe your Gr-ce; 

| be obedience to your Gr-ce's Command, of 

making my ſelf known by ſome Perſon, 
or further explaining my ſelf by Letter ; I once 
more preſume to write, and moſt humbly beg 
pardon for my laſt, for nor having made my 
ſelf known before by a Friend. I hope it 
will be excuſed, ſince it proceeded wholly from 
my Zeal for their Majeſties Service, and from 
the fear I was in, that what I can do, ( which 
I doubt not but will be an acceptable Service) 
and may hereafter be made capable of- doing, 
might take Air by being communicated to a 


third, and ſo be a means to prevent the Ser- 


viceI hope to compleat to ſatisfaQtion. 

As to my felf, I am of the Inner-Tem- 
ple, and have been Comptroler of that Society. 
I had: the Command of an Independent 
Company in Wizdſor-Caſtle, and commanded 
there all the time of his Majefties being at 
Windſor when he firſt came into Englard. 
Upon the Order of disbanding Indepen- 
dent Companies, I receiv'd a Commiſſon in 
the Duke of Norfolk's Regiment, and I rais'd 
a Company, (the Commiſſion was ſigned by 
your Gr-ce.) -Upon the Army's going to 
Ireland, ſeveral Officers in the Duke's, and 
ia other Regiments, were diſmiſs'd, and I 
was one of the ſaid Officers ; the Reaſon TL 


know not, except for having been a Captain 
| C in 
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in the late King's time. The Duke was diſſa- 


tisfy*d at it, I having put my ſelf to a great 
expence for that Expedition ; and ever ſince L 
have follow*d my own Concerns. 

By what means I bave come to the know- 
ledg of the Afﬀairs of the Di/contented Party, 
and how I may be ſerviceable for the future, 
( being confident no Orders or Directions from 
abroad can eſcape my knowledg, if I apply 
my ſelf to it) the Particulars are too tedious 
to trouble your Gr-ce with in a Letter, and I 
am already fearful that I have too much tret- 
paſs'd upon your Gr-ce's Patience. 

I am now in Town, but . keep my ſelf 
private ; and Iam ready toattend your Gr-ce's 
Commands, to do the utmoſt of my power 
for their Majeſties Service. I once more moſt 
humbly beg that my Name may not be knows, 
or made uſe of as an Evidexce; and that T may 
ſpeak freely without damage to my ſelf. As 
to a Proviſion T mentioned in my laſt, I will 
wholly rely on your Gr-ce*s Favour and Re- 
commendation to the King, as your Gr-ce ſhall 
judg of my Service. Who am ( though un- 
known ) : | 
. Your Gr-ce's 


Nov. 29. 94- 
moſt, &c. 
If it is your Gr-ce"s Pleaſure that 

I ſhould attend, 1 beg it may 


not be at the Office. 
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The Anſwer was, "That I ſhould attend the 
D— at his own Houſe on Sezday, being the 


. 2d day of December 1694. 
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The Minutes of the ſecond of December 1694. 
with his Gr-ce the D— of S-—. 


7. After my being admitted to his Gr-ce's 
Preſence, I gave him an Account of my be- 
ing diſmiſsd the King's Service ; that atter 
this Application was made to me ( having 
been a Captain in the late King's time) to en- 
ter into his Intereſt ; which I ſeemingly did, 
the better to enable my ſelf to ſerve their pre- 
ſent Majeſties : That I gave out to the Party, 
that I look*d upon my ſelf injur'd by being 
diſmiſs'd the King's Service without cauſe : 
That being Nephew to Sir William Parkyns, 
I had great Credit with the Party, and had 
alwaysan Account from Sir W:lliamz, and the 
Party, of the late King's Intentions ; and that I 
would communicate them from time to time to 
his Gr-ce. | 
2. That the late King intended to invade 
Evglaxd as the laſt Spring ; but that a Difte- 
rence happen'd between rhe Jacobites here, 
which aroſe upon the occaſion of the laſt De- 
claratioz, by which the Papiſts were put out of 
hopes of Command,in caſe the late King —_— 

CL e 


36 Memoirs of 


be reſtor?d. That the ſaid Declaration was 
obtain*d by a Party or FaQtion here calPd Com- 
pounders, who promiſed, upon the granting 
that Declaration, to reſtore the late King in a ' 
very ſhort time, That the late King was ve- 
ry much averſe to the ſigning it ; that it was 
drawn here in Exgland, and carried over by 
the | ord Mzdaletoz, -who declared that upon 
the late King's laying aſide the Lord Melford, 
and his conſenting to the Declaration, the Com- - 
pounders would perform their Promiſe. Thar 
the Fr-ch K. was wrought upon by the Inte- 
reſt the Compounders made with one of his 
Secretaries ( who was a publick Enemy to the 
Lord Melford, and to his way of proceeding ) 
to perſwade the late King to ſign that Decla- 
ration, it being againft the late King's Inclina- 
tion to dot. | 
3. That the Compoanders made ſeveral 
Terms with the late King ; and fome of them 
were to be made Truſtees, as they ſtiPd them- 
ſelves, of the Nation, for the late King's per- 
formance of what he promiſed in that Dec/a- 
ration. 

4. That upon this the Facobzeres divided into 
Factions, the one {tiled Componnrders ; the 0- 
ther Party, which are topping high-fligrs, 
join'd with the Papiſts tro have the late King 
reſtored without Terms, with Sword in hand, 
theſe are ſtiPd Melfordians. ; 

5. That ? 
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5. That upon the Componnders failure of 

Promiſe, as to the time of reſtoring the late 
King, the late King took himſelf ro be ac- 
quitted from ſtanding to that Declaration 
compriſed by them, and now doth hearken 
to the Melfordians; and tho Melford is pub- 
lickly laid aſide, yet he {till acts behind the 
Curtain, and nothing is valuable unleſs recom- 
mended fir{t by him : And Miaaletor is but a 
colourable Secretary. 
\- 6, That this laſt Spring great Application 
was made to the late King to come over, who 
accordingly gave the Me{fordian Faction great 
hopes. That the Compounding Party getting 
knowledg of it, labour'd to prevent it, (by rea- 
ſon their Meaſures were not fully concerted ) 
and therefore ſent to the Fr-ch K. to let him 
know, that it would bein vain to do it that 
Spring, by reaſon the Fleet here was in ſuch a 
readineſs, as that they conld fit out Fifty eight 
Men of War in a Fortnight's time. So that 
Deſign went off, with a Promiſe to ſtir the 
Year after. | 

7. That when Melford ſeem'd to leave all 
Buſineſs, and to retire from the Court at St. 
Germains, every one complemented and wait- 
ed on him to his Coach, except my Lord Grif- 


fin and David Lloyd, they being great Com- 


pounders, and of Middletons FaCtion. 
C3; 8. That 
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$. That Sir James Montgomery was of the 
Compounding Party, and that they help'd him 
to make his eſcape; he being a timorous Man, 
they were fearful of his ſquieeking. 


Giving this account of Afﬀairs, and offering 
to his Gr-ce further ſatisfaQtion of my Inclt- 
nation to ſerve their Majeſties, I did then pro- 
poſe to get a Recommendation from his Grace 
_ the Duke of Norfolk. His Gr-ce was pleaſed 
to tell me, that I needed not trouble the Duke, 
and that he was well /atisf'd with me : And 
at that time employ'd me to enquire what a 
CharaCQter one Captain S-z4-r/-z, Maſter of 
the King's Yacht, had in the Party, which I did 
not then know, but did enquire, and took his 
Name in writing. <5 OW 

I then told his Gr-ce,that the Party were very 
active in providing Arms ; and that tho the 
Lancaſhire Gentlemen were well got off of their 
matter, yet I believ'd they were provided, 
After this I defired liberty to do and. att as 
I found expedient, that I might the better dif- 
cover the Intentions of the King's Enemies ; 
which was grazed me, and a Promiſe made 
that I ſhould be ſupported, and that his Gr-ce 
would acquaizt the King concerning me. I had 
liberty to write, and the. D— alſo took a 
Note how to direct Letters tome. 
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It is to. be obſerved, that I always ſent my 
Letters by one who alſo brought back 
the D— Letters to me. | 


May it pleaſe your Gr-ce ; 

HEN I had the honour to wait on 
your Gr-ce, you order*'d me to write, 
and gave me leave to learn all that was poſ- 
ſible of the Deſigns of their Majeſties Enemies, 
and to pive information thereof, as they came 
to my knowledg. In obedience to Command, 
I will let nothing of Conſequence paſs that 
may be of uſe, As the ready compliance of 
the Parliament with his Majeſty's Demand;, 
dejetts the Facobites, ſo it puts them the more 
upon expoſing the Government in relation to 
the late Afﬀair in Laxcaſhire, thinking thereby 
to cover their Intentions, and make it appear, 
as much as poſſible, that tho they cannot take 
the Oaths to the Government, yet they do not 
make fIny Preparations, but live quietly and 
unconcerned : When at the ſame time I am 
aſſured, that they provide Arms as faſt as they 
can conveniently, without being taken notice 
of, and that there are ſeveral Perſons imploy'd 
to that intent. 

Your Gr-ce's Promiſe, that IT ſhall not be 
known or made uſe of as an Evidence, and be 
provided for, makes me the more induſtrious 
to find out at this junCture ſomething of their 
C 4 Prepa- 


by 
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Preparations, which I doubt not but to effect 
in a ſhort time ; but I muit take a Journey be- 
fore I can bring it about, having a Project, by 
which I hope not to miſs of my Deſign, of 
finding out where Arms are conceaPd. It can- 
not be expeCted I ſhould be able to find out 
every one's Arms ; to make a diſcovery from 
one of Note, will be a ſufficient Demonftra- 


tion that the reſt of the Faftioz are not un-- 


' provided. TON : 
This I am\ certain of, that for a Buſineſs of 
this xzature to be diſcovered during the Seſſion 
of Parliament, will be a thorow check to all 
the Deſigns of the Jacobites for this Year, and 
I hope tor ever; for by ſuch a Diſcovery his 
Majeſty may obtain what A& he pleaſeth for 
his furcher ſecurity ; and then the Compourd- 
ing Party will be as zealous as any, that they 
may not be queſtion*d. . Tho TI ſhall aQ this 
Afair as 1f from the Confeſſion of others, yet 
T tear the Party will be jealous of me; and if 
chey ſhould be ſo, I muſt expe&t no mgre Pro- 
miſes of great Preierment from them, which 
has been intimaccd that T ſhould have, as the 
command of a Regiment. - But I hope, . after 
the compicating ſuch a Service, his Majeſty 
will not Ict me be expoſed to the contempt of 
his Ezemes, by being left azprovided for. 
. TI have put my felt to a conſiderable Ex- 
pence in coming to Town, and to fit my ſelf 
to appear in,Buſineſs ; and I ſhall be at a much 
EE * |... greater 
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greater in correſponding, and compleating 
this matter; and I muſt ſend for one to Tows 
through whom I muſt a& my part, but it 
muſt be unknown to him that I am upon any 
ſuch Deſign. Therefore I do huimbly beg 
your Gr-ce's Anſwer to this. TI ſhall be with 
Dr. O— within a day or two; and perhaps 
I may learn ſomething of Capt. S-za-rſ-x. 
There ſhall not be any Money laid out by me, 
but what ſhall be very much for their Maje- 
ſties Service, that T may deſerve the Character 
of being 

pa Your Gr-ce's moſt, &c. 
Dec.11.1694. | 


A Copy of the D— of S— Letter, of his 


own hand-writing, in anſwer to the foreſaid 


Letter. 
k \ "- U may depend upon it, S:r, if you 
, can do the Government Service, not 
* only your Expences ſhall be defray d, but your 
* ſelf well rewarded and ſettled for the futare. 
* Such a Diſcovery as you mention would be 
of. great Service. | 

*I think. you had beſt appear here as ſeldom 

as can be; and what you have to commu- 
* nicate will be better done by writing, unleſs 

upon ſome extraordinary occaſion. 


Dec. 11.94. | | May 
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May i#t pleaſe your Gr-ce ; 


S your Reception gave Vigour and Life to 
my undertaking this Service, ſo your 
Gr-ce's Letter doth abſolutely confirm me ; for 
what can I deſire more, than to be under your 
Gr-ce's Care and ProteCtion ? By the accom- 


pliſhing the Diſcovery I mention'd in my laſt, | 


I muſt of neceffity create a great ſuſpicion of 
my ſelf, and conſequently a great many Ene- 
mies. T have learned the Perſons Names em- 
ploy'd in big up of Arms, and ſending them 
into the Country ; and I have drawn Inter- 
rogatories to examine them apart, that it may 
put them in more conſternation. I do there- 
in uſe the Names of a Perſon or two penſi- 
on'd from Fraxce, of whom the Party have 
had a jealouſy of late as Izformers. This me- 
thod T hope will abſolutely cover me from be- 
ing kzows, and ſo putthem into ſuch a di/fra:- 
03, that they ſhall not venture to truſt one 
another hereafter, and conſequently wholly 
confound their Deſigns. 

As the diviſion into Parties hath already 
created in the Fr-ch K. a ſlender opinion of 
the Power of the Facobites here, ſo the diſco- 
very of Arms from a Perſon of Note, will put 
| him out of hopes of any Inſurrection here, 

which he very much drives at, for he __ 
ave 
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have the Jacobites do the work themſelves: 
the Party have almoſt tired his patience ; for I 
heard a Perſon of great Intelligence declare, 
that the Fr-ch K., ſhould ſay ot his Majeſty, 


that ſo long as he managed and kept his Par- 
 liamentas he now does, there was but little 
hopes; and that his Majeſty. did more with 
! his Parliament than any of the former Kings 
# could eyer do. 


 Idoaſſure your Gr-ce, that I ſhall be able 


ina ſhort time to compleat the diſcovery of 


the Arnis ; but T muſt firſt take a confiderable 


* Journey to that intent, to learn the cer- 


tain place where they. lite concealed, which 
I cannot fail of ; apd upon my notice there- 
of, the Perſons employ*d in buying up the 
Arms, muſt be taken up, that it may look as 
a Diſcovery from them, The manner and 
method how to deal with them, I have 
drawn up to preſent to your Gr-ce; and 
trom the Country I will ſend Inſtructions for 
the Perſons that are to come and ſeize the. 
Arms, 

If it' is your Gr-ce's pleaſure to have 
this diſpatch'd, T will attend your Gr-ce 
in order to the execution of it, which T am 
certain of performing. I beg your Gr-ce 
will order me fome Money, by reaſon 
I have not ſufficient by me for the manage- 
ment of this Afﬀair, and the Journey, Tt 
| | wall 
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will be leaſt ſuſpeQted upon taking a Journey 
againſt Chriſtmaſs, Tam | 


Decemb. 15. Your Gr-ce's 
1694, 
moſt, &c. 


ACopy of the D— of S— Letter, in anſwer 
to the aforeſaid Letter, (being of his own hand- 
writing.) | 
S I R, = 

H O I ſhall be willing to give all rea- 
ſonable encouragement to your Endea- 
vours ; yetit being the King's Money I am 
to diſpoſe of, T cannot think my ſelf dif- 
© charged, if I advance any Money before I 
* ſee ſome Service performed. 


0  * 


La) 


Dec. 15. 94. 
Upon veceit of the D-— Lettey 


went to wait on his Gr-ce, but 


was #old he was indiſpoſed. 


May Hl 
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May it pleaſe your Gr-ce ; 

HE fear T am in that my laſt Letter 

was diſpleaſing, hath ſo far affeted me, 
that I can't be eaſy till I have obtain'd your 
pardon. I do aſſure your Gr-ce, that upon 
your intimating that ſuch a Diſcovery would 
be eſteemed a Service, and at this junAture be 
moſt acceptable ; I have labour'd with all the 
Induſtry that's poſſible to compleat it, and 
doubt not but to give your Gr-ce ſuch fſa- 
tisfaction, that it will appear TI have in a 
manner perform'd my Promiſe. This I may 
venture to affirm, by reaſon I have obtained 
the Perſons Names concerned in buying the 
Arms, and ſending them into the Country, 
and the Place where ſent to. I have likewiſe 
drawn . Interrogatories to examine them upon, 
which will much amaze the whole Party, and 
I hope will be a means to deſtroy all their 


. Deſigns. T underſtand that at this Place there 
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are very fine Arms for a Troop, by which it 
will appear that the Party are not ſo anprovid- 
ed as they pretexd. And had there been as 
good an Intelligence in Lazcaſhire, T doubt nor 
but the /;ke would have appeared. 

I would not have preſumed to ask-Money for 
a Journey, if I was not ſure to find out the 
place in the Houſe where the Arms are con- 
cealed, being very well acquainted at, and 


with 
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with the place. TI cannot take any pleaſure in 
a Journey this Seaſon, but in the aſſurance of 
perfeCting the Service I have begun, that there- 


by I may fully demonſtrate my {elf to be their 
Majeſties molt loyal SubjeA,, and 


Decemb. 18. Ycur Gr-ce's 
1694. 
moſt, ec. 


I am extreamly troubled for your 
Gr-ce's Indiſpoſition, when I was 
to wait on you; I am ready to at- 
tend your Gr-ce's Pleaſure. 


My Servant brought. in anſwer to the Let- 


ter, that the D-— defired the Papers. 


May it pleaſe your Gr-ce ; h 
Ccording-to command, I have ſent the 
Interrogatories, to examine the Perſons 
that were employ'd in buying the Arms, if 
you think convenient to take them up: And 
full Inftrutions for the ſeizing the Arms, 
which muſt be done out of hand. In hum- 
Ble ſubmiſſion to your Gr-ce's Judgment, I do 
think it will be convenient to order a Letter 
to Sir Richard Newaigate (a Juſtice of Peace 
within a mile of the place, a zealous Man for 
the Government, . and one that loves to be 
em- 
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employ*d) to be aſlifting, that an exa& ac- 
count of the number of the Arms be return- 
ed, that they be not imbezeld by the Officer 
who is imploy*d ; and that this be done with- 
out any noiſe, or any thing relating to the 
Houſe abuſed. The want of uſing this Con- 
du, made a great clamour in Laxcaſhzre, 
where they might have had Arms if the like 
care had been taken. TI likewiſe think it may 
not be amiſs, that the Perſons employ*d to 
ſeize the Arms, may not open their InftruQi- 
ons until they come to Sir Richard Newd;- 
gate, and then not to be publiſhed until the 
Arms are ſeized : Afairs of this kind are often 


| brought to nothing by taking air. 


I hope your Gr-ce will not think the leſs of 
my Service, for being expeditious in it; this I 
am certain of, that tho this Afﬀair hath been 
tranſaQted with the greateſt privacy, yet it 
will very much ſtick upon me, the Perſon be. 
ing my Relation where the Arms are. Fthink 
I may venture to affirm, that it will be the 
greateſt Blow.the Party has yet receiv*d. But 
by my Service in this, I muſt loſe all my Pre- 
tenſions with the FaQtion, and create to my 
ſelf many Enemies : Which I ſhall not value, 
lince your Gr-ce has been pleaſed to expreſs 
ſome Care for me. Tam wiſhing your Gr-ce 
health, 
E Your Gr-ce's moſt, &c. 


The 


Dec.23. 1694. 
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The Bearer ſhall attend your | 
Gr-ce to morrow in the After- 
noon, to know whether there 
needs any further directions 
from me inthe Buſineſs. 


Interrogatories to examine Capt, Sc-dm-re 
and Mr. St-ples. 


Aptain Sc-dm-re was a Lieutenant in the 
Guards, and Mr. Joh S:-ples is of the 
Middle Temple ( they are Companions.) Cap- 
tain Sc-dm-re 1s to be found at the Rain-bow 
Coffee-houſe ; and Mr. St-ples at his Chamber 
in the Mzddle T emple. 


t 


To interrogate them. 


1. What they did with the 

Arms, (viz.) Swords bought of 

| | _ a Manin Drary-laze, and other 
= 20 —_ Sword-Cutlers, Piſtols and Car- 
the Tradeſmen bines of Taylor, and at Brokers ] 
will appear to Shops? How, and where dif-f| | 
Foe thee poſed of ? to what uſe they were} ; 
Arms. bought * and whether they have J \ 
ts received the Arms order*'d to g 


made, and gather'd up by Bro- f Þ 
kers ? | 
2, Whe- 
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2, Whether they are not daily 
with Capt. Chernock, alias Robin- 
ſon, one of Colonel Parker*s Cap- 
tains? and at the Cabals at Ta- 
verns with Capt. Porter, . Good- 
man, Chernack, &C. 


3}. Whether they are not ac- 
quainted with one Captain St-v- 
ly, alias Wray? He was a Cap- 
tain is Ireland, aud one employd 
from Fr-ce to write News, and give 
an account of Aﬀairs here : this 
Perſon they ſuſpect to be an Infor- 
mer ; his Name muſt be much uſed, 


which will deſtroy his Intelligenc= 
ing. 


49 


There # a War- 
rant now out 4- 
zainſft Cher- 
nock. 


It may be of uſe to ſearch Sz-ples Cham- 
ber ; theſe two Perſons being converſant in 
ſeveral Companies, will put their Party into 


a great Conſternation. 


It will not be convenient to take up theſe 
Perſons, until the time is fixed to ſend for the 
Arms ; and being immediately examined then, 
it will look as a Diſcovery from them : 
Which I am {ſure will put the Party into a 
great confuſion, and abſolutely deſtroy their 
Deſigas. Theſe two being necefſitous Men, 


and. the Fattion R__ it will make them 


CONn- 
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conclude, that the Arms were diſcover'd by 
cheir Confeſſion. They muſt be kept apart, 
and not admitted to write for ſome days, 
which will the more amuſe the Party. 


The InſtruQtions for the ſeizing the 
Arms was not ſent to his Gr-ce 
until the 25th of Decemb. 1694. 


May it pleaſe your Gr-ce ; 
OW TI have fully done my part in com- 
pleating the Diſcovery I promiſed, by 
learning the certain place where the Arms are 
carried to, and the ſecret places in the Houſe 
where concealed. I have alſo drawa ſuch full 
Inſtruftions for the Perſon whom your Gr-ce 
ſhall order to ſeize them, that there can be no 
miſcarriage, if done in time: There is only 
one Servant it! the Houſe, This I am ſure 
will be a demonſtration, that the FaQtion are 
not, as they give out, «provzded : It may not 
be amiſs to look to the Gun-Smiths and Sword- 
Cutlers hereafter. The Party do all that is 
poſſible to ſtifle their ACtions from being diſ- 
cover?d, 4nd would perſwade the World, that 
tho they are Jacobztes, yet they do not make 
the leaſt preparation to difturb the Govern- 
ment, but live quietly and unconcern'd. This 
I preſume will be the ſevereſt Check they have 
receiv'd, by reaſon it is a Demonſtration to 
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the contrary. I do humbly beg your Gr-ce's 
Pardon for ſo often troubling of you, and hope 
it will be imputed to my Zeal for their Maje- 
ſties Service, and the ambition I have to be 
intitled 

Your Gr-ce's 
Decemb. 25. 


1694. moſt, &c. 


To go to Marſton Jabett within five 
miles of Coventry, and two of 
Nun-Eaton (a Market Town) 
ro Sir William Parkynss Houſe ; 
there is only one Servant there. 


To ſearch every Room in the Houſe, but 
particularly rwo Garrets over the two Rooms, 
which you are to go up to by a ſtair-caſe in 
che Hall ; and when you are 1n the Garret, to 
take notice of a ſtack of Chimnies that comes 
up into the firſt Garret of the two you come 
into. Between the ſaid ſtack of Chimniesand 
the Tiles there 1s a very little ſpace ; if fild up 
with Tiles or Bricks, to remove them ; if not 
ſo filPd up, to lie down on the Floor and pet 
ſome Inſtrument and lift up the Boards there ; 
tor between the Tunnels of the Chimnies and 
the Tiles is a Trap-door that goes down be- 
tween the two Walls that part the Rooms un- 
derneath, and therein you will find the Arms. 

D 2 If 
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Tf not all there, then to ſearch a great plaiſter 
Room, anda Garner therein, over the Kitchin, 
and in the Hay 1n the Barns; and in one of 
the two Rooms to remove a great Preſs, if ſet 
before a Cloſet-door in the ſaid Room, and 
the Boxes and Cheſts in both thoſe, or any 
other Rooms. : 
It you find your ExpeCtation anſwered be- 
tween. the Tunnels of the Chimanies in the 
_ Garret, by .ſeeing or feeling Deal-boxes, then 
- to ceaſe to ſearch further for that time ; but 
leave a Guard at the place, and then ſearch in 
other places: After ſo doing, then to ſearch 
the ſame place over agam, and there you will 
tind the Arms, which will look” as it no inti- 
mation had been given, To ſearch the Ovens 
in the Kitchin, and look up every Chimny. 
In the Grounds there are eight or ten ſizeable 
Horſes: One fine Furniture in a Deal-box in 
one of the aforeſaid Rooms. 


VIM 


WIILRA 


Secret Service. $3 


A Copy of the D— of S— Letter of his own 
writing, in anſwer to the Letter with the 
Inſtruftions. 


4 


© Y Deſire to know what number of Arms 
s there are in the Houſe ; and if you have 
* good grounds to believe theſe are there; 
© likewiſe whether the Gentleman be a Papiſt, - 


© a Nonjuror, or what he 1s. 


Dec. 27, 94- 


May it pleaſe your Gr-ce ; 

Have been ſeemingly a Jacobite, but am 
really the contrary, otherwiſe I could ne- 

ver have div*d .into their Secrets, and made 
any diſcovery of their Deſigns: I wiſh T was 
as fully aflured where the reſt of the Party's 
Arms are concealed, as I am of theſe which I 
have mention'd to your Gr-ce. As'to the 
Number, there are Carbiries,,' Piſtols and 
Swords, ſufficient tor the equipping a Troop; 
and they are very fine Arms, and at the Houſe 
T have mention'd I am moſt certain : I could 
wiſh I was as ſure to command a Troop for 
his Majefty*'s Service. Is impoſſible there can 
be any diſappointment ififpeedily ſeized, and 
my InſtruQions exactly obſerved. As I have 
already obſerved, it will-plainly appear by this 
- D: 3 Diſco- 
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Diſcovery, that the Party are not unprovided, 
the Perſon at whoſe Houſe they are being too 
wiſe to provide alone. I would not, upon 


any account in the World, impoſe upon your 


Gr-ce a belief of an Uncertainty, the Conſe- 
| rung of which muſt be my Ruin on both 
ides, by pretending to give an Intelligence of 
things which are doubtlul. 

I could wiſh I were to be excuſed from 
- giving a CharaCter of 'the Perſon, it being not 
- Proper for me to doit, being too nearly related. 
He is no Papiſt, but T fear too much engag*d 
in their Intereſt, As to his being a Noz-jaror 
I*do not know : He doth not go to Church, 
and refuſes to a& as a Juſtice of the Peace in 
His Country, and is under Indi&tments for not 
ating. He was near twenty Years a Six 
Clerk in Charcery, and fold his Place ſince this 
Government for 6500/, There are many of 
Qualicy of his Party, and no Man isin greater 
favour with the. late King, and more likely to 
be great than hinelf 1t there ſhould be a 
Change. F haye had a great conflict within 
my ſelf (in rclation to this Aﬀair ſince-T have 
diſcovered theſe Arms) between my AﬀeCti- 
on to my Relation, and my Duty to my King 
and Country. . 'Fhe horror and deſtruction 
that will attend a Revolution, and my Duty 
to my King and Copntry have prevaiPd over 
me. T receiv'd yoar Gr-ce's Letter, and had 
cbey*d your Commands yeſterday, but the 
Tz Ei a - - ; trouble 
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trouble and concern TI was in, for which eve. 
ry Loyal Subject and lover of his 
Country ought to * lament, made * 5\> 24" 
me uncapable of writing ſooner. 
The great joy the Enemies of the Govern- 
ment have conceiv'd, for what every true 
Engliſh Man ought greatly to be concerned, 
cannot better be fruſtrated, than by a Diſco- 
very at this time, and while the Parliament 
are vigorous in their Zeal and Care for his Ma- 


jeſty's Safety. Tam 
Dec.3o. 1694, Your Gr-ce's moſt, &«. 


May it pleaſe your Gr-ce ; | 
|| N obedience to command, I ſent an An» 

ſwer to your Gr-ce on Saturday, and I hope 
by this, the Perſons 'are gone to ſeize the 
Arms; Lam certain they are at the place: and 
upon the beſt grounds a Man ought to believe. 
the truth of things, I am farther aſſured, that 
they cannot be removed but that I ſhall have a: 
knowledg of it. The Enemies of the Go- 
vernment are in great hopes that his Majeſty 
will not go for Flanders, and hope from thence 
that it will cauſe the Confederates to take other 
meaſures. | 

May it pleaſe your Gr-ce; TI have been, and 
amat a great Expence in Town, for my Cor- 


reſpondence .and keeping Company 1s a great . 
D 4 charge : 


i 
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charge: if T was furniſhed with Money, no- 
thing of »zoment could {lip my knowledg, by 
reaſon I have acceſs to moſt of the intelligent 
Cormpanies, and I am ſure it will be of great 
uſe ; then no Deſign can be form*d but what 
I can give z/mely notice of, nor any Perſon to 
be enquired, of but I can know his Cha- 
rafter, - - B 

If T have been ſhorter in my Intell;gence 
than was expeCted, it hath been only for want 
of Money to ſupport the Expence, and not of 
ſufficient acquaintance to procure it. If I 
had a certain allowance, I could do the King 
great Service, and I am ſare it would anſwer 
the end. T hope your Gr-ce will pardon this 
trouble, and I do aſſure your Gr-ce no one 
ſhall be more aCtive to ſerve the Govern- 
ment than my ſelf, that thereby I may demon- 
ftrate my ſelf to be 


| Jan.3. 94. Your Gr-ce's moſt, &c. 


His Gr-ce was not pleaſed to anſwer my Letters 
- &ntil the 2d of February, | 


Febraary 
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February the 24 1695. 


© FT Have here incloſed ſent you a Bill of 
* 2 twenty Pounds, payable upon Mr. Ri- 
© chard Peirſon Goldſmith, within T emple-bar ; 
© T have directed him to pay it at ſight, Tam 
* juſt going into the Country, and deſire you 
© will upon my account, put your ſelf to wo fur- 
* ther charge or trouble, 


My Lord D-ke ; 


P ON the firſt peruſal of your Gr-ce's 
Letter I was amaz'd, that my bringing 
to perfection a Service, once thought great and 
acceptable, for which T was to be rewarded and 
ſettled for the future, ſhould be now thought 
of no value, This IT am ſure of, that ſuch a 
Diſcovery would have demonſtrated the truth 
of the Party's Preparations, and that the Lan- 
caſhire Gentlemen were not unprovided; which 
would have taken off the Blemiſh the State 
| lay under, partly by too quick an apprehen- 
ſion. On that conſideration, and my regard 
for the Publick, I have been the more indu- 
ſtrious, | | 
But upon further thoughts of your Gr-ce's 
Letter, Ido find my ſelf obliged to your Gr-ce 
for the ſecrecy of my Name and Service, and 
for that reaſon think my ſelf to be juſtly in 
your 
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your Gr-ce's deht, and that my Duty to the 
Government obliges me to aſſert and make ap- 
. pear what I did promiſe, and am ſtil] capable 
of ' doing. Nothing can give me a greater 
' trouble than your Gr-ce's Indiſpoſition, wand 
that I may not apply my ſelf to your Gr-ce, 
to perfe& the Work your Gr-ce hath ſo well 
encourag'd by Promiſes. I will endeavour to 
do it to perfeCtion, ' being by Inclination as 
well as Duty oblig'd. Iam, and do own my 


ſelf 
Your Gr-ce's moſt, e+c. 


Febr.3. 94. 


It is to be obſerw'd, that I interpreted his | 
Gr-ce's diſmiſſirve Letter only to his Indiſ- | 
poſition: I maited his Gr-ces Recovery, 
aud then I continued my Correſpondence, 
and concluded, that the Arms were to lie 
only until his return. 


a 


May it pleaſe your Gr-ce ; 
EING obliged to your Gr-ce, Ido, as 
in Duty - bound, congratulate your 
Gr-ces recovery of your Health: And T do 
afſure your Gr-ce, that the _ I have met 
with will be always acknowledg*d by me, 
Our Enemies are now very brisk, and I am 
certain, if T am commanded, that no Deſign 


can be form'd but what I can give timely no- 
Tice 
& 
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tice of, I am daily in many of their Clubs ; 
the Reaſons the Party have for their Hopes, 
I will give your Gr-ce when I am order'd to 
wait on you. I am inform'd that the Naval 
ſtrength at Breſf, and parts adjacent, do con- 
ſiſt of 55 Ships from 4o to 80 Guns. Iamin 
all homility, 


Your Gr-ce's moſt, &c. 
March 31. 95. 


Aﬀter this Letter T waited on the D— of 
S— at his Houſe to beg his Pardon, if I had 
done any thing which gave offence ; but his 
Gr-ce was pleaſed to tel] me, ' that T was not 


| under his diſpleaſure. I then acquainted him 


that the Male-contents were very ative, Up- 
on which his Gr-ce reply'd, that when T had 
any thing material to communicate, I ſhould 
kt him know it. 1 received a Complement, but 
no Support, and then begg*d that he would 
pleaſed to recommend me to the King ; whic 


his Gr-ce promiſed to do, and I continued my 
Correſpondence, 


May it pleaſe your Gr-ce ; 


T is now generally believ'd by the Faion, 
that there will be a Revolution. They 


fay that a Conmon-Wealth Government is now 


on foot, and that the D— of L—4's being at 
| | | this 


X UM 
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this time proſecuted, is only with deſign to 
remove him from the King, in order to bring 
forward their Defigns; and that Admiral R— 
is ſent for to command on that account. They 
further pretend, that fuch a Government will 
now be the ſecurer for the two K--5s Preten- 
ſions, the one ſtriving to hinder the other's 
regaining the Kingdom. The FJacobites are 
well inclined to ſuch a Government, and to 
ſerve in it, in order to bring in K. J. Great 
endeavours will be uſed this Year tor his Re- 
turn, and Wagers are ofter'd upon it. The 
general Pardon is not look'd upon to have 
paſſed in favour or kindneſs to the Male-con- 
zents, but as they ſay, the end of it was to 
qualify the Lord S-x4-r/-d to a& publickly in 
| the Government, as he hath done a great 
while in private. IT muſt needs add, they are 
big with ExpeCQation, and ready for all occa- 
fions ; very active, and almoſt arriv*d to the 
height to attempt any thing, being generally 
provided : I doubt not but to be able to give 
timely notice to prevent any Deſign of conſe- 
quence. At St. Germains the Court is ſtill 
very much divided, and diftioguiſhed by the 
Names of Melfordians and Miadletonians, and 
the keeping them fo divided here, will be of 
great {ervice. 


. My L— D—;, I moſt humbly beg the con- 
tinuation of your Gr-ce's Favour, and aſſure 
your 


-0N- 
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your Gr-ce that there ſhall be nothing want- 
ing in me to merit your eſteem, it being my 
higheſt ambitionto be {tiled 


Your Gr-ce's moſt, &c, 


May it pleaſe your Exe-li— ; 


\ S ITobſerved in my laſt, the Party are 

now in great hopes that there will be a 
ſpeedy change of the Scene. They ſay that 
an Attempt will be made to land this Sum- 
mer ; there is one in 'Town that does aſſure 
them of it, and another came on Friday laſt, 
who is to return very ſpeedily with an Ac- 
count of Afﬀairs here. They pretend that 
the Privateers will be order'd to be calPd in 
to make up the Fleet, and that Veſlels are 
ready to tranſport a ſufficient Force over ; and 
that ſeveral thouſand Men lie near the Coaſt 
in readineſs to be tranſported. The Male- 
contents repreſent, that the whole Kingdom 


1s well diſpoſed, and that here is not a Force 


powerful enough for an oppoſition ; conclud- 
ing, that if they are not aſſiſted this Sum- 
mer, they ſhall never have ſo good ag oppor- 
tunity again. | | 
On Friday T was walking with one Cap- 
tain Burroughs in the Temple, when one Mr. 
Green 


_ me 
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Green was taken up by Mr. Alley. It ama- 
zed ſeveral of them; and the Captain that 
was with me went immediately off, much 
concern'd. This Mr. Greez, as I am informi'd, 
was exchanged from the Savoy Priſon as a Mi- 
litary Man, but never was one, He wa; 
formerly a Clerk to Judg Allibone, and ſince 
to the Lord Melford ; they ſay he has been o- 
ver about ſix months. Mr. E4—zx of the 
Exchequer-Office, where he was taken, is his 
great Acquaintance. Captain Barrowghs and 
Capt. Stowe are not ignorant of Aﬀairs. The 
Party are more than ordinary buſy at this 
time to expoſe the Government 1n their Pam- 
phlets ; I have here incloſed ſent one, and there 
are a great many more publiſhed. 

Your Exc-l|— was pleaſed to let me know 
by your Gentleman that I ſhould hear from 
you ; but having fince received no Commands, 
it makes me fearful that I am under Difſplea- 
ſure. The apprehenſion of it is to me a great 
trouble, it having always been my ambition 
to be accounted worthy your Exc-ll— Favour 
and Protection, I do moſt humbly beg the 
liberty to pay my Duty to you; and that 
your Exc-Il— will be pleaſed to remember 


T have not been ſparing in my Expences 
to ſerve the Government ; and I hope your 
\Exc-il— will be pleaſed to order me ſome 

: Money, 
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Money, which I will receive with greatthank- 
fulneſs, and willingly diſpoſe of it for the Ser- 
vice of his Majeſty. Iam 


Your Exc-Il— molt, &c. 
May 27. 1695. 


It is to be obſerved, that the Letters of the 4th 
and 27th of May, 1695. were written 
when the Cabals were on foot that Summer 
to ſend Mr. Chernock 2nto France, 


The Letters of June 95. which concern the 
Dog-Tavern Riot are loſt, 


Being wearied and tired out with long attex- 
dance, I retir'd into the Country, from whence 1 
writ the following Letter. 


The Letter from Highdown- houſe in He- 
refordſ{hire, Sept. 3. 1695. 


May it pleaſe your Exc-ll— ;; 
HE King's Friends are very joyful for 
the Surrender of Namur and the Ca- 
#le, but the other Party as much caſt down, 
having been aſſured of its relief, This hath 
given a great check to them, who now believe 
that 
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that the Country will the more freely part 
with their Money for the continuance of the 
War, ſince his Majeſty's Arms have had ſo 
good ſucceſs. 


I can aſſure your Exc-Il— that great Ap-_ 


plication is making to diſpoſe the Officers of 
the Army to the late King's Intereſt” when oc- 
caſion ſerves: For a Gentleman came to me 
and did aſſure me, that there is a Perſon in 
Town who is inveſted with full Power to 
treat with Perſons, and particularly Officers 
of the Army, to perſwade them to their ſide, 


upon theſe Conditions, That whenever it . 


ſhall happen that the late King ſhall land 
here, upon their aſſurance and engagement of 
their going in to him, they ſhall be continued 
in their Commands ; and for their further Se- 
. Curity to have new Commiſſions delivered to 
them. And if any of them, as a Colonel or 
Captain, can engage their Regiments or Com- 
panies to do the like, they ſhall have, over 
and above their Commiſhons, ſuch a Reward 
in Money as the Officer and the Party ſo autho- 
rized to-treat ſhall agreeupon. And that the 
Perſons ſo diſpoſed to treat, ſhall ſee the Tn- 
ſtruQions and Authority by which this Perſon 
aQs for their further .SatisfaQtion. This ſame 
Gentleman further told me, that they had en- 
gag*d a Colonel to their Tatereſt ; and that the 
Colonel before he was fully fatisfed, did de- 


fire that a Perſon might be ſent to the late King 
es to 
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to receive a ſurther confirmation from his own 
hand. And upon agreement, a Friend of the 
Colonels naming was ſent to K. James, who 
brought over from the late King the farther 
nes which was deſired by the ſaid Co- 
onel, io 
\ The ſaid Perſon defired me, being acquainted 
with Military, Men, that when I could meet 
with any Officers who were well diſpoſed, 
to treat with them. And upon my aſſurance 
of 'rhe Perſons - Integrity, they ſhould ſee 
both the Perſon that can continue them in 
their. Commands, and the Inſtructions by 
which he ats; bur no one to be treated with 
under the degree of a Captain. 

May it pleaſe your Exc-Il-—; As I have 
hitherto done what in me lies for the Service 
of the Government, ſo there ſhall not be any 
thing wanting for the future ; and your Gr-ce's 


Commands in this Aftair, or in any other, I am 


XUM 


molt willing to obey. It my going to France 
for three or four Months will be of uſe, I will 
do it ; I am generally known at the Court of 
St, Germains, and I can have a good Recom- 
mendation thither, - | 

_ If my writing to your Gr-ce be a trouble, 
by reaſon of your great Afﬀairs; upon your 
Gr-ce's Recommendation to any other Perſon 
trom whom I may find the like Secrecy, I 
Will be obedient to —_—_— Co 


- 
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I do moſt humbly beg, that as your Gr-ce was 
pleaſed to let me know that TI ſhould be pro- ' 
viaed for, that T may not be forgot, for I do 
wholly depend on your Gr-ce's Favour. 'The 
Gentlemen in the Country are making their 
Intereſt for Parliament-men ; ſeveral will put 
up tor this County. 

As the difficulty for this Campagn was great 

to raiſe Recruits, ſo every Year it will be 
greater, and conſequently the Charge. I 
have thought on a Method by which his Ma- 
jeſty may be well furniſhed with Men for the 
future, without any charge or diſguſt to the 
Publick, which I am ready to demonſtrate 
when I am commanded. 
T moft humbly beg pardon for this trou- 
ble, and that your Exc-ll— will be pleaſed to 
honour me with a Line by the Bearer, that I 
may thereby know your Gr-ce's Pleaſure, 
which will be a great fatisfaQtion to 


Highdown, Your Exc-Il— moſt, &«. 
Sept.3. 95. 


The 
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The C, orreſpondence continued. 
The third of December 1695. 


i Ina few days after I had been in Town, I 
waited on his Gr-ce the D— of $ to 
know his Commands ; who then was pleaſed 
to admit me to his Preſence, and bid me ame 
what I thought zeceſſary to ſupport the charge 
of my Correſpondence, IT did not name any 
Sum, . but left it to dsſcretion, Upon which 
his Gr-ce order*d me to ſend my Servant the. 
next day, by whom he was pleaſed to ſend 
me a Bill of twenty pound : And in the Let- 
ter promiſes to pay the like Sum quarterly, and 
beſides to reward me particularly for every Diſ- 
tovery effetted by my means. 


The Minutes of the 3d of Decernber 95» 
with his Gr-ce. 


. 7. That I have now a greater Intereſt with 
the Party than before, and will cont:zwue my 
Correſpondence if his Gr-ce pleafeth ; which 
was accepted, Ts 


" 2. That I am now particularly acquainted 
with ohe Holmes, and alſo with one who at- 
E 2 $ands 
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tends Ferguſon; that by means of theſe 
two new Acquaintance, TI ſhall learn more | 
of the Proceedings of the King's Enemies, 
they being the Perſons that receive and ſend 
moſt of the Letters that go to and from France 
by the private Boat. 


3. Then it was agreed, that I ſhould en- 
deavour to find out the private Boat that car- 
ried the Letters, under pretence of going to 


France, and if poſſible to get Ferguſon ſe- 


cured. | 


4. The D— then told me, that in his Pro- 
greſs with the King he went by the Gentle- \ 
man's Houſe in Nottinghamſhire where the 
Arms lay concealed. I reminded his Gr-ce 
that. this was Sir Thomas Parkyns's Houſe, 
whereas the Arms were at Sir William's in 
Warwickſhire. 


May it pleaſe your Gr-ce ; | 

FN humbleobedience to your Commands I | 
have ſent my Man ; and what InſtruQi- | 

ons your Gr-ce at any time gives me, ſhall be 
faithtully obſerv*d. | 
I cannot but take this opportunity to give | 
your Gr-ce my moſt humble Acknowledg- 
ments for the Konour and kindneſs your Gr-ce 
Was 


WLDORS 


NUM 


Secret Service. 69 


'was pleaſed to give me, in /eaving it tome to 


zame what I thought zeceſſary to ſupport my 
Expence. IT aſſure your  Gr-ce, that what- 
ever is appointed for me, ſhall be moſt thank- 
fully receiv*d, and diſpoſed of for his Maje- 
y*s Service, I wholly rely on your Gr-ce's 
Favour in all things; and I doubt not but to 
approve my ſelf 


Dec. 4. 95. Your Gr-ce's moſt, &c. 


A (Copy of the D--- of S---- Letter, im an- 
ſwer to the aforeſaid Letter. 


* T Have ſent. you the incloſed Bill of twen- 
< ty Pounds, and ſhall continue the ſame 
* Sum to you quarterly, the firſt beginning 
* next Chriſtmaſs, 1 deſire you will particu- 
« larly apply your ſelf to the two things we 
« agreed on; and if you can effe&t any conſi- 
© derable diſcovery of that kind, or any ©- 
* ther, you ſhall be conſider'd for it beſides, 


The Reader may obſerve, that T did not know 
what Allowance the D— aeſign'd me, till I 
received this Letter. 

It may likewiſe be obſeru'd, that T have done 

the Nation Service ;, and that ] was only to 
E 3 make 
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make Diſcoveries, and not to be an Evidence ; 
for which I was to be rewarded over and. a: 
bove my fix*d Penſion. 


May it pleaſe your Gr-ce ; 
HE. conſideration of your Gr-ce's Fa- 
vour and Care of me, obliges me to 
pertorm my Promiſe with all the exaQtneſs and 
convenient ſpeed that's poſſible ; and.].doubtr 
not of anſwering your Gr-ce's Commands to 
ſatisfaction.” | 175 | & 


6 6a” ' N : 

As to the firſt, of Fergaſon, the Perſon who 
is his Attendant hath been out of Town ; he, 
was with me yelterday, and goes out of Town 
again for ſome few days... "He is abſolately at 
my command; and to make him fo, I. allow 
him ſome Money weekly, and have given him 
ſome- Clothes. .This - Perſon. carries and -re-, 

_ ceives the Letters that go to and from France. 
Letters of a week ago do aſſure the Fac- 
x tion, that the 'ToLou mM Fleet will beour, 
and make their way to Breſt ; and if the 
Ezegliſh Fleet is noc out by the middle of Fe- 
bruary,: I. fear they. will obtain. their Deſign. 
T aſſure your Grace, that the Male-coptents are 
now very aCtive, and as confident of Succeſs as 
canbe imagined. T heretore a great regard muſt 
be had to the :carly cquipping the Fleer.; one 
Ll I +] 
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month will diſcover more of the reality of 
Afairs. 


As to your Gr-ce's ſecond Command, of the 
Boat, I have declared my Intention of going 
to Fraxce, and I ſhall not want Recommenda- 
tion; and if no further Inſtructions come, 
then they will forward me all that is poſlible; 
but in order to it, Letters muſt be firſt ſent 
to obtain leave: I am deſir'd to ftay five or 
ſix weeks. The late King hath put moſt of 
his Officers away from him; but truly the 1n- 
tent of that is with a deſign to have them in 
England zo do him ſervice here, to manaze an 
Army whez there ts occaſion : For a great many 
are here that have ſerv*d him in ITre/azd, Scor- 
land, and France. One dined wirh me the 
other day, who hath been over about two or 
three months. Tam invited to a Club with 
them. They are now ſo cautious, that they 
meet in by-corners of the Town, 1n private 
Houſes, and at Taverns in obſcure places. 
| A great care muſt be had that ſome of them 
| donot getintothe Army ; it is not with a good 

intention that they take Commiſſions : Cap- 
tain Moore, and Captain Haly, both Iriſh Men, 
who have been Officers abroad, are now ſo- 
liciting for Commands. 


E 4 May 


XUM 


72 Memoirs of 


May it pleaſe your Gr-ce ; Mr. Chevery, a- 


North-Country man, who is now in_ New: 
gate about the Dog-Tavern Riot, lies for a 
Fine of 500 Mark. He has, by his Frinds, 
ſolicited Mr. — to beg the Fine; who 
they ſay would have undertaken. the Afair 
for a 1co /. to be paid as he directed. But 


they cannot by any means reach higher than 


fifty or ſixty Pounds; and that to be ga- 
ther d hy | Subſcription from his Acquain- 
tance, for truly he is not worth a Farthing. 
Captain George Porter. who hath paid in his 
Fine of five hundred Marks, dined with me 
the other day, and defired me to engage ſome 
one to do it, I having oſten ſolicited Buſineſs 
gn Tet ko: | 
- May it pleaſe your Gr-ce; This is a Sum 
that another will get: I therefore humbly beg, 
if it falls in your Gr-ces way, to procure it 
for me ; but in another Name, that it ma 
not be diſcover'd that I have it, or- that I ap- 
ply to your Gr-ce.-- It will the better enable 


me to proceed in his Majeſty's Service, by rea- 


fon of the great ExpenceI am art in keeping 
Company. "This will make me to have ſuch 
an Intereſt in Goodman and Porter's Party, 


that they cannot do.any thing without my. 


knowledg, they being likewiſe of Sir William 


Parkyns's FaCtion. Belides, this Perſon's being; 
at liberty can be no prejudice to the Govern- 


ment, 


* 8+ 6s * Go 
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ment, by reaſon he will be always in my reach. 
T humbly beg your Gr-ce's Anſwer, for on 
Taeſday night T am to give in my Anſwer at 
Covent-Garden Tavern, otherwiſe one Captain 
M——ry a' Jacobite will get it by the Earl of 
Ar--le, Tam fd od "=, 


Your Gr-ce's moſt, &«. 
Dec.16.95. WE o- 


A (opy of the D--- of S---- Letter, in 
oe: anſwer to the aforeſaid Letter. 


C HILST you continue to do Service, 
0 T1 will not fail to keep my Promiſe ; 
© and if any conſiderable Diſcovery be made by 
& your means, you ſhall be rewarded particalar- 
* {y: But as to what you propoſe of beggin 

* the Fine, T can ſay nothing to that, nor do ? 
* think it could help the Buſineſs to have you 
* appear to have much Intereſt at Court. 5 


Wedneſday. 


It is further to be obſerved, that in the D-— 
- Letter there is an acknowledgment of my. 
' Services, with a promiſe of a particular 
Reward for Diſcoveries by my means to be 
HE | Ge effetted : 
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effetted : by which it appears that Twas only 


to give notice of things, and not to be an 


Emwidence. 


May it pleaſe your Gr-ce ; 
| I Humbly give thanks for your Gr-ce's great 
Care and Kindneſs expreſs d for me 1n your 
_ aſt; and TI aſſure your Gr-ce that IT will no 
more attempt any thing of the like nature, for 
fear T may be diſcover'd by the Party. 
It is moſt certain, that the Male-contents 
have receivd InſtruQtions to prepare and 
KF be ina readineſs, for the Toloun Fleet will 
make their way to Breſt; and they daily 
expect to hear of their being out. New-years 
Day, according to the French account, is the 
day intended for their failing ; and if poſ- 
=_ before the buſineſs of the Coin be ſet- 
ried. | 
- This Afﬀair is yet communicated- but to a 
few, and ſome Commiſſions are come over. 
The Perſons I apply'd to for going to France, 
will'not now hear of it, they tell me my Ser- 
vice will be expeRed here; and if the Buſineſs 
aoth not ſucceed, then T am to go » a Relation 
of mine being a Colonel, I may have what 
Poſt T pleaſe. IT have been with a Club of 
Officers who have ſerved abroad, and TI find 
they have the like Inftrattions. eld 


The 
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The Party are more cloſe than ever I knew 
chem to be, and truft but a few, by reafon 
many of their ſtde have been, and ftill are ſo 
fooliſh as to-brag and talk of the News they 
hear; and ſo! they will not communicate an 


: of their Deſigns to them, until rhey are fo 
; publick that every body muſt know rhem. 
{ The Faction are extreamly pleaſed that the 
Government is-not -apprehenſive of their In- 
= tcntions,” + © + CE Re | 
| ::'Thar they may have the greater confidence 
| in me; TI diet at a Houſe'amongft Gentlemen 
 thatare wholly their own ; it is as the Houſe 


where Sir William Wallis boarded : and T keep 
no':-Company that are for the Government, 
that ' the others may not be jealous of me. 


| This muſt be carried on with the greateſt pri- 
| vacy, «that when the Afﬀair comes to a ripe- 
Z neſs they may bethe better ſecured. _ 

} :: T-was asked laſt night to goto the Tavern, 
| but refuſed ; .and to day was told that Ferga- 


ſon was there ; I now know moſt of his Com- 
pany, fo that he'cannot eſcape me long. But 


| a method: muſt be taken, that upon the leaſt 
| notice-he may be forthwith ſeized, for he is 
| very ſhy, it cannot well be till after Chrift- 


maſs. '' The young man I rely on will be out 


| of Town theſe : Holy-days : there will be alſo 


neceſſith for me to go into the Country for a 
week, for by ſo doing I ſhall diſcover-more' 
OC ELEY.. 
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of their Deſigns. Mr. Holmes who receives 
the InſtruQtions from abroad, will be at the 
place where T intend ; I have made him my 
Friend by often drinking with him. 

I am oblig'd to keep much Company, and 
T am not aday free, fo that my Expences are 
very conſiderable, by reaſon I am neceſſitated 
to excuſe ſome of the Company from paying ; 
and a Man is alſo oblig'd to appear well in 
Clothes, otherwiſe he is {lighted : and it pre- 
vals upon People to be the more open and free 
when they ſee he has the appearance of a Gen- 


tleman, I do not keep any Perſon company, 


but what F make uſe of for his Majeſty's Ser- 
vice: And I am (ure there can nothing appen 
but what I ſhall be able to give timely notice 
of; and what I have engag'd to do I will 
faithfully perform. IT hope there is no reaſon 
now to doubt of me: I do not hereby mean 
that I am diſſatisfy*d at what your Gr-ce hath 
done for me, being thankful for it; but at this 
junQure, for three or four months, it will be 
very neceſſary, and much for his Majeſty's 
Service, that I ſhould not be deſtitute of a rea- 
ſonable ſupply : I can ſay this, I haye not 
ſince I have been in Town, ſpent any Money 


for my own diverſion : To be the better huf- | 


band, I have walked from one end: of the 


Town to the other, having one Company in | 


Holborn, one in the City, one at Charing-Croſs, 


(G7 
is 
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and another in Pzccadilly ; fo that T may with- 
out vanity affirm, that I have no pleaſure but 
in doing the King's Service, which is the prin- 
cipal thing Taim at, and that I may have the 
honour of continuing in your Gr-ce's Favour ; 
for it is my greateſt ambition to be worthy 
the Character of being 


Your Gr-ce's moſt, &s. * 
Decemb. 23. 


POSTSCRIPT. 


Juſt now the Perſon that delivers the | 
Letters was with me, and- confirms the =£$S 
Buſineſs of the Deſcent, and tells me that 
the Inſtrudtions are communicated but to a 


few -Perſons ; and that at the late King's Court 


it is hardly diſcourſed of, they being reſolved 
to keep the matter private until they are rea- 
dy to put it in execution, for they that are 
there can be ready in a ſhort time. The For- 
ces intended for the Invaſion are not to march 
until the Fleet is out at Toloun, and they are 
to make no ſtay on the Coaſt, but immediate- 
ly to imbark. He tells me that he uſes to 
dehver out about forty Letters, and com- 
plained of ſome of the Party's unkindneſs in 
not gratifying him for his trouble. He in- 
formed me, that he carried three Letters o_ 
d 


6. -_-_- Membirs of _ | 
L—d 4rr—» the - laſt Summer, who gave 
him three Guineas a time; Sir John Friend a | 
Citizen half a Crown a time. . But now Capt. 
þ{-mbl-t-n delivers the L—d Arr—#'s Letters; 
There is one Capt. Neale who is a. Perſon of | 
oreat Intelligence, and Capt. Chernock hath this 
private Inſtruction about the intended Deſcent, 
T ſhall by degrees get out the forty Names, but | 
the Lettersare all direted in contrary Names, | 
and written in a Cant ; they daily expett a- | 
nother Poſt. A Man muſt learn Afairs of | 
them, by leading and drawing Queſtions, and | 
by being always with chem, and alſo ge- 
nerous and free. I made the Perſon that de- 
livers the Letters this day a Preſent. I am 
{ure I ſhall have immediate occaſion for Mo- 
- ney. - I will ſend my Servant to know . your 
Gr-ce's Pleaſure ; and when your Gr-ce. at any | 
time commands my attendance, let a Note be | 
left with Mr: Lewis at-the Greex-Houſe in 
Scotland-Yard in White-hall a day or two be- 
fore, by reaſon I lodg at the Red-ſpikes in Red- | 


CO I INI HOES 


. 


Lion Square. _ 
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May it pleaſe your Gr-ce ; = 

.N my laſt I made mention of the Deſign 
of the Enemy for this Spring, and IT find 
that it holds true. TI have enter'd into an Ac- 
quaintance with Capt. FE-m-bl-z-u, by the 
means of Mr. Holrzs; and I am to meet him 
with others, who have receiv'd Intelligence. 
On Thurſday Night, at a Tavern in Covent- 
Garden, Capt. Neale with whom I am not yet 
acquainted, 15 to be with us ; I know he has re- 
ceiv*d a Letter to the ſame intent, and ſo has 
Sir William Parkyns : There will be moſt of 
Ferguſon's Company. I do not know but thar 
he may be rhere, by reaſon I am obliged to 
come alone. I have here incloſed ſent a Pa- 
per, which I receiv*d from a Scors Gentleman, 
who is alſo to ſend me Glencoes Caſe lately 
| written ; it's a very ſcurrilous Paper, and IT be- 
lieve —_— the. Author of it. This is cer- 
tain, that both the Ezgliſh and Scots careſs him 
| mightily. I humbly beg your Gr-ce's Anſwer 


. to my laſt. Tam, in all humility, | 


ed 


"gs ou wry, * DIO = co E _ 
. % 6 baits ra Y ae oo of —_— _ 
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Dee.29. 95. Your Gr-ce's moſt, &c. 


PF { The Reader may obſerve, that all the Letters 
| which his Gr-ce was pleaſed to ſend me in 
anſwer to mine, I have inſerted immedl- 
ately after the ſaid Letters: © | 

E "7 2 May 


on 


VIEW 
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May # pleaſe your Gr-ce ; : 
HE repetition of the ſame thing often 
| # - leflens the value of it ; but as theſe At 
fairs are of the laſt eonſequence, and require 
a daily confirmation, I once more humbly of- 
fer it as my advice, that a due proviſion and 
care be taken to prevent and undermine the 
Deſigns that are now hatching and blowing 
up againſt the Government. I have not men- 
tioned any thing but what is true, and I can 
juſtify, that ſo I may the better appear your 
Gr-ce's moſt faithful Servant. NY 
As to the Deſcent, 1 have good reaſons to 
believe the truth of it. *Tis now again re- 
peated, by a poſitive Command, to have all 
things in a readineſs in. order to it. But this 
Afﬀair is communicated bur to a few Perſons, 
and cartied on with the greateſt ſecrecy, the 
Fr--ch K. having been ſo often betray'd, as 
they term it, and thereby obliged to alter 
his Meaſures, by reaſon .of the folly of the 
Jacobites heres © ED {© | 
. .- Yeſterday IT was deſired to get a Liſt of the 
Forces and Colonels Names here; and 
<> - alſo it was 'tnquired into, what number 
of Guards uſually attend his Majeſty 
when he goes abroad? The Intention of this 
I do not yet know ; I believe it is .of 4 bad con- 
Pg ſequence, 


_—_— 
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ſequence, therefore it is neceſſary to double the 
Number, and that quickly too. 

Mr. Holmes came from Sir William's this 
week, by reaſon of the Expreſs, and their 
creat expectations from abroad. He tells me, 
Sir Wilkam is well pleaſed with my deſign of 
going to Fraxce ; and in caſe they are diſap- 
pointed in their Afﬀairs, then I ſhall go. 

As to Ferguſon, it will be difficult to take 
him in aLodging ; but if a Method was con- 
certed, it would not be ſo to take him in a Ta 


'wvern, 'There never were in this Reign more De- 


ſigns againſt the Government than now. But it 
is too tedious always to give a full Account by 
Letter. - As I have engaged that nothing can 
be done of a bad Conſequence, without my 
getting a knowledg of it; ſo nothing ſhall be 
wanting, if his Majeſty will only ſupport my 
Expences, which truly are great, but to a 
good purpoſe. I do not propoſe any thing 
that T may fave a Farthing, until T have per- 


form'd the greateſt Service: Therefore I 


humbly beg that your Gr-ce will be pleaſed ta 
{et me have an immediate Supply, and liber- 
ty to wait on your Gr-ce to ſatisfy you how I 
ſpent the laſt, and givea full account of all Af- 
fairs, which I doubt not but will be to your 
ſatisfaQtion. Iam, as moſt oblig'd to be, 


Jang, 1695, * Your Gr-ce's moit, &c. 
F I; 
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It is to be obſerved, - that upon writing this 
Letter, Mr. Holmes, and Major Holmes, 
had been down at Sir Willam Parkyns's 
Houſe : Major Holmes went down within 
two or three days after he came from France. 
And upon his return the Affair was inquired 
znto, which is mentioned in the Letter, It 
zs evident, that one of his Inſtruttions with 
Sir George Barclay was to kill the Rjng, by 
their inquiring into the Number of the 
Guards, that they might proportion their 

» Number ſutable to the Enterprize. It is 
hereby apparent, that they had a Commiſſion 
ſo to do, this being the firſt thing enquired 


znto., 


May it pleaſe your Gr-ce ; 
HE Party are now very aQtive and pre- 
paring; I am certain of the Deſcent : 
here are now come over ſome Perſons to con- 
firm it, and that the Toloan Fleet will be out 
with all poſſible ſpeed. A great quantity of 
Arms arebrought down to Brittaxy to be tranf- 


ported hither ; there is come over an * Earl's 
_ to 


* Mr. Francis Stafford was the Earl's Son, (but I did 
not then know it ) whom 1 afterwards ſaw at the "Bear- 7 
Taver: in Holborn. 8 4 
ON 
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Son who is private, I cannot as yet learn his 
# | Name : Some Gentlemen of my acquaintance 
» | drank with him the laft night at the Dog-Ta- 
vern. He intends to write to one of his Ma- 
jeſty's Secretaries for leave to appear upon his 
giving in Bail, | 

Captain Yernatti, Ferguſon”; Companion, 
came to an Acquaintance of mine to let him 
know of the Certainty of what I have ſo of- 
ten written; and withal told him, that his 
Friend Ferg«uſoz has written a new Book, and 
that the Printer 1s tedious 1n the printing it, 
but that it will be out in a ſhort time; T am 
promiſed one of them. The Male-contents 
were never ſo confident of Succeſs as now, . 
and will Jeave no Stone unturn'd to bring 
forward their Deſign before the Buſineſs of 
the Coia is ſettled, which they give out will 
not be this four or five months. I doubt nct 
but in a ſhort time to give your Gr-ce as full 
: Yan account of the Party's proceedings as can be 
wiſhed, in order to circumvent them. 

I humbly beg your Gr-ce will be pleaſed to 
order me one Sum more this week, and then I 
am ſure ro do my Buſineſs to fatisfaQtion.T moſt 
humbly beg your Gr-ce's Anſwer and Pardon 
for this trouble. I am, and ever will be, 


Your Gr-ce*'s molt, &c. 
Jan.g. 1695. | 


Son F 2 h May 
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May it pleaſe your Gr-ce ; 3 


Tc now Affairs of the greateſt Conſequence 
w 


to communicate, and am ſure to make out 

at I have ſo often mention'd, for the Per- 
ſon employ*d toconcert Aﬀairs now, was over 
here formerly about the La Hogue Buſineſs ; 
and I have obtained a knowledg of his In- 
ſtrutions, by which means I ſhall be able to 
prevent ore of the ' Aﬀairs he is particularly em- 
ploy'd in, and I hope to diſappoint him in eve 
ry thing he is come about : TI have his Name, 
and he is well known to be a Favourite abroad, 
I have not been ſparing in my Expences, there- 
fore I moſt humbly beg that I may have ano- 
ther Sum immediately order*d me, that I mayfj , 
proceed, and alſo a time appointed to giv 
your Gr-ce a full account of Afﬀairs. T 
' Book I laſt mention'd is now printed, and 
ſhall have one for your Gr-ce within a day 
two. I moſt humbly beg anſwer by t 
Bearer. Iam, inall humility, 


B_in OY A Rm 4a an i a 


J 


Your Gr-ce's moſt, &c. 
Jan.zo. 13. 
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May it pleaſe your Gr-ce ; 


i JF Moſt humbly beg your Gr-ce*s Anſwer to 

my laſt, I afſure your Gr-ce, that the 
Aﬀairs I have to communicate are of ſuch a na- 
ture, that the preventing of them will be ac- 
counted a great Service. And as to the Perſon 
'| who is come to concert Aﬀairs here, when TI 
have told his Name and Buſineſs, if it is thought 
canvenient to ſeize him, I doubt not but to 
diſcover where he is. He-is to return in a 
ſhort time. Iam 


| Your Gr-ce's moſt, &c. 
74n.16. 95. 


A (Copy of the D-- of S--- Letter, without 
Date, m anſwer tothe aforeſaid Letters. 


© TT Have been ſo ill ever ſince I received your 
I Letter yeſterday, that I am hardly able 
* to write, and not.in a condition to apply my 
© ſelf to Buſineſs : But if the Matter be of 
© great haſte and conſequence, I would deſire 
* you would communicate it to Mr. Y— m 

* chief Clerk, for whoſe Secrecy and Fidelity I 
* will be anſwerable. If I have your Anſwer 
* that you conſent to this, I deſfire you would 
E 3 $ ſend 


W1LMA 
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© ſend your Man with it to morrow morning 
© before nine a Clock, and then you ſhall have 
< a time appointed you, and an Anſwer to the ( 
© other part of your Letter. = | 


May it pleaſe your Gr-ce ; 
t Am extreamly troubled for your Gr-ce's In- | 

diſpoſition, and chearſully ſubmit to your | 
Commands. I cannot wiſh for a greater ſq | 
tisfaCtion than ycur Gr-ce's aſſurance of Secre- | 
Cy : it will be greatly for the Service of the | 
Government that my Name be concealed. Aft-| 
ter 1 have told the Buſineſs of this Perſon, it 
muſt not occaſion yct the taking up of any 
other Perſons diſcours'd with, by reaſon the 
- Buſineſs is not yet come to a ripeneſs ; and the 
diſcovery of this Perſon muſt be ſo managed, | 
| that it may appear as if the Government was | 
inform*d of theſe Matters from abroad, for 
they are jealous of many there. If not fo 
done, I ſhall be of littleuſe ; but T ſhall take 
care always to be provided againſt them, for 
when they areto att, I am to be one, and in 
Commiſſoa., T am wiſhing your Gr-ce a 
M_O__s_ 
bas Your Gr-ce*'s moſt, &c; 
Fan. 17. 95s ET. 


AF 
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ve A Copy of the D--- of S---- Letter without 
he « Date, in anſwer to the aforeſaid Letter. 
EB) Y your Tetter I do not underſtand, 
T5. whether you are willing to ſee Mr. 
* *V— orno; if you are, ſend mea Letter to 
rb | Morrow, and Jet your Man come earlier 
@ | -*© than hedid this morning, for to day he was 
|} © anhourtoolate, 
he ; Friday, 
\f- | | | 
it | T returned anſwer, that I was wery willing to ſee 
ny My. V—, and that I was concernd his 
he þ Gr-ce did not underſtand that I was willing 
he to comply with his Commands by my laſt ; 
d, F and that I now ſent my Servant to know 
as Þ when I ſhould wait on Mr. V—. 
or | 
Gs | A (opy of the D--- of S---- Letter, in 
4s anſwer to my Meſſage. 
y b Saturday. 
S-* QUR Man being out of the way a- 
Wo gain when Mr. /— was here, I am 


* forced to tell you, that if you call on him to 
© morrow morning about eight of the Clock, 
* tell Mr. /— you are the Gentleman I ſpoke 
AF F 4 *to 
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* to him this morning of, he will hear your Bu- 
© ſfineſs. He lives in Frith-ſtreet near So- 
« Ho. 


The Minutes of the 19th of January 1695. 

with My. V—, at his Houſe in Frith-ſtreet 
So-Ho: Azdon Monday the 20th of Janua- 
ry, at the Back-ſtars in White-hall. 


STIR, 

I am order'd to wait on you by command 
from the D— of S—. My buſineſs with 
you, Sir, is to communicate ſome Afﬀairs 
that IT have given an account of to his Gr-ce by 
any Letters. T let him know that IT had cor- 
reſponded with his Gr-ce a long time, and 
that it was his Gr-ce's Indiſpoſition that oc- 
caſion'd me to come to him ; and then ſhaw'd 
to Mr. /— the D— of S— Letter. 


AT he Afﬀair T am come about is this, 4 
Deſcent is reſolu?d to be made upon England, and 
will be put in execution as ſoon as poflible. 
In order to it, Commiſſions are come to ſeveral 
here, and Forces are moving towards the 
Coatt; and a great quantity of Arms are 
| brought down to Brittany to be tranſported 


hither. I am informed that the Force will be | 


about 3oooo Men, but wall not be poſitive as 
t9 


+, 
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to the Number. This Affair 1s reſolv'd on, 
and ſeveral Perſons have been treated with in 
order to it, and commiſſion'd to r:/e. 


2. There is one: Major Holmes come over 
with particular Inſtruftions about this Afﬀair. 
He went down to Sir William Parkyns's Houſe 
juſt upon his coming over, which was about 


' New-year's tide. Thus Perſon alſo came over 


about the La-Hogue Aﬀair ; and I underſtand 


: he 1s ſoon to return wrth an account of the 
' poſtare of Aﬀairs here. This matter will be 


XUM 


forwarded, if poſſible, before the buſineſs of 
the Coin is ſettled. Then I acquainted 

him that Sir William Parkyns had a Com- <n 
miſſion, and that T was alſo to have one. | 


3. That one'of Major Holmes's InſtruQtions 
was to procure ſome * Dys or Deys from Roet- 
tier in the Tower, to ſend over to the late King 
to coin ſome MilPd Money to pay his Army 
when he landed in Ezg/and, This I told him 
I was confident of, and defired him to get, if 
poſſible, the Deys of King Charles and King 
James out of Roettier”'s hands, under a pre- 


* A Complaint was' made againft Mr. Roettier con- 
cerning the Deys, and was examin'd by a Committee of 
Parliament in 169%. which was above a Year after I gave 
in an account of that Matter, 


rEACE 


O Memoirs of 
tence of ſeeing them. Mr. Y— reply*d, He 
would do ſo. 


4. Tacquainted him, -that the reaſon of ſo 
. many Officers coming from France, was more 
out of a deſign to ſerve here, becauſe the Fa- 
cobites wanted Officers to command their Pax- 
zz, than outof any neceſſity that the late King 
could not ſupport them. _ 
Mr. V— reply*d, Car you tell us which way 
zo prevent the Deſcent ? and do you know where 


they will Land ? t 
I anſwer'd him, that I did not know where 


they would Land ; but the way to prevent 
them was to get the Fleet ready : and I ad- 
viſed, that what Forces were in Ezgland 
might be ordered to quarter * near Lozaoz, 
that they might be ready to march upon the 
firſt occaſion ; and that they ſhould have par- 
ticular Orders to keep a good Watch or Guard 
intheir Quarters, leſt they ſhould be ſurprized ; 
for TI am told, faid I, that the King's Enemies 
havea deſign, when the time draws near, to 
{urprize, or take the Souldiers Horſes in the 
night from them ; and that 1s one reaſon that 


a good Guard ought to be kept. 


5. T.ftrther told him, that there were ſeve- 
ral Perſons who.make Intereſt with Izn-keepers, 


and at Livery Stables, to ſecure the Ho 4 in 
| their 
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their Stables to mount the late King's Friends ; 
and that aneye was to be had on them. 


6. T moved to have Major Holmes taken up, 
which was very well approv'd on. I aflur'd 
Mr. /— that I could fix him at a Tavern, or 
at a Dinner, but it would be difficult to do it 
at a Lodging. TI then told him that T did not 
perſonally know him, but I would get a de- 
{cription of his Perſon : And I hope, faid I, 
we may take Holmes and Ferga«ſon together at a 
Tavern, Mr.V— told me that Hohwms would 
be moſt valuable, and pray'd me tolabour in 
that, - - | | 


I met Mr. Y— the next morning at the 
Back-ſtairs in White-hall, and receiv*d from him 
a Bill of 20/. He then pray*d me to get a. 
deſcription of Holmes, and to fix him as ſoon as 
T could. I then defired Mr. Y— to get a 
Blank Warrant ſeaPd to put in his Name 
when I ſent : The reaſon why I defir'd this, 
was for fear ſome Clerk might give notice, the 
Party having their Spies in moſt Offices, Mr. 
V— reply'd, He would write the Warrant 
hunſelf. | 
es It may be here obſerved, that T have 

received but 4 |, 


May 
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May it pleaſe your Gr-ce ; 

[| Have incloſed ſent a Pamphlet 
1 That was the JL * juſt come out, written by 
Book, Uncle, as the Party call him, that 

is, Ferguſoz ; it is a very ſcurrilous 
Libel, I moſt humbly thank your Gr-ce for 
the laſt Sum; and I aſſure your Gr-ce I will 
apply the Money particularly for his Majeſty's 
Service. I have given Mr. Y— an account of 
the Perſon's Name and Buſineſs, and will at- 
tend him on Monday or T ae/day to ſettle the Me- 
thod for the ſeizing him, which may be a means 
to ruin, or at leaſt retard the Aﬀairs he 1s come 
about ; T hey are of the higheſt nature, and never | 
was there a greater Blow intended againſt the Go- 
verument., T have a great many more Particu- 
lars of this Myſtery than before. There is a- 
nother Poſt daily expected, by which they 
will receive their Orders ; until then I would 
not have the Perſon taken up, for then I ſhall 


- have an account of all. What I] have next to 


communicate will be ſurprizing, and I am ſure 
will merit the greateſt Reward, which I cannot 
doubt of from your Gr-ce, to whom I will bs 
frue and juſt in every thing, Iam oy 


Your Grece's moſt, &. 
Tan. 24+. 1695. 


I 
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T had now a greater inſight into the Deſign in- 
tended againſt the Kjng's Perſon, which [ 
only gueſs'd at on the 5th of January, from 
their inquiry into the Number of Guards 
which attended the Kjng. 


The Mzinates with My. V— at the Back-tairs in 
White-hall, the latter end of January 1695. 


7, I confirm'd the Matter relating to the 
Deſcent, for now they had freſh Orders to pro- 
ceed and prepare with all expedition. I then 
gave him a deſcription of Holmes's Perſon, and 
that IT could fix him ſo that he might be taken 
in two or three days. 

Mr. Y— was then pleaſed to ſay, that t 
ſignified nothing to take him, for they could not 
hold him, _—_— no Evidence againſt him. TI 
reply*d, that I thought his coming from France 
without leave was Crime enough ; and the ſeizin 
him would ſurprize the reſt of the Party, an 
be a means to prevent the Deſcent, He was 
then very co/d, upon which I writ the follow- 
10g Letter. | 


An 


"0 Memoirs of 


An Obſervation. 


Now it was reſold upon, when this laſt Expreſs 
came from France, that Holmes ſhould ſtay in 
- England. He was ſecond to Sir George Bar- 
clay in all things. And it s further evident, that 
the intended Aſſaſſination was by particular order 
from the late King, by reaſon the Number of 
Guards that attended his Majeſty was ſent over 
to him. | | 


To J--- V---- Eſq; 


S I R, 

Perceiv*d that the Affairs diſcours'd of the 

other night, appear*d to youas dubiows, and 
the Accounts | have given not to be credzzed. 
T aflure you, $zr, that I am not fo diſingenu- 
ous to my fſelf, as to abuſe his Gr-ce with on- 
ly Notions of my wn, or any thing which 
cannot be made appear. 


I muſt confeſs that T will never a as an 
Evidence, tho to get the Indies : However I 
will not ſ{cruple to do any thing for the Service 
of the Government, except being an Evi- 


dence. TI doubt not, if due Methods are ta- 


ken as I am willing and free to dire&, to un- 
ravel 
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ravel the Deſigns of the Party for this Year, 
and I hope for ever. Iam, 


"FIR, 
Your moſt, &c. 


J wrote one Letter to Mr. V— after this, 
to acquaint him that I was going out of 


Town, &C. 


| May it pleaſe your Gr-ce ; 


| an but always own your Gr-ce's ho- 
nourable Treatment, and 1n acknowledg- 
ment I will be ever grateful. In obedience to 
your Commands, I complied to meet Mr, Y—. 
The Afairs then diſcourſed on ſeem'd feizable 


; and acceptable ; upon which I labour*d, as much 


as poſſible, to compleat them. But ſince I find a 
ſurprizing coldneſs, and that which is thought 
this day acceptable, is not ſo to morrow, TI 
report nothing but what is matter of FaZ. 

I gave an account in my laſt to Mr. Y— 


that I was going out of Town; the Coach 


was full, and fo I was diſappointed : but ſince 
the Perſon whomT intended to viſit, is come to 


\ Town, I have learn'd the Afair I wanted to 


know, and ſoI have my end. 
May 
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May it pleaſe your Gr-ce; To magnify my 
Services is to leſſen them : but ſo far I may 
ſay without oftentation, that no Man can 
do more than my ſelf, and is more true 
to your Gr-ce_in every reſpet. The Storm 
now coming is ſo violent, concerted, and ſudden 
zoo, that it will bea great work to prevent it. 

T have thrown my ſelf into your Gr-ce's 
power more by inclination than hopes of 


Profit, and from thence conclude my ſelf ; 
'fafe in your Gr-ce's uſage. I have things | 


to communicafe to your Gr-ce, which *tis fit 
your Gr-ce ſhould receive firſt from me, 
and not from any ſecond Hand whatever. 
The Afﬀair is ſo conſiderable, that a delay may be 
dangerous. Therefore I humbly beg leave to 
wait on your Gr-ce: I am ſure by granting 
this, if your Gr-ce's thoughts are leflen'd for 
me, to recover my Credit, and wholly ap- 
prove my ſelf | 

Your Gr-ce's moſt, &*c. 
February 7. 1695. 


Your Gr-ce's Commands and © 
Time I beg to know. 


It is now to be obſerv'd that My. V — delivers 
moſt of the following Letters, and returns 
the D— of S— Anſwers. 

A 


1 


XUM 
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A Copy of Fr. V--- Letter, in - anſwer to 
the above-written Letter, 


SIR, 


| © F Have delivered your Letter to my L--d 
| * | D--, who deſires you to come to him 
! *on Monday Morning :. I am 
Saturday. SIR, 


| This was Feb. 8: Your moſt humble Servant, 


J— | / 


The Minutes of the toth of February 1695, 


being Monday, with his Gr-ce the D— of S—; 
at his Houſe in St. James's Square. 


i, That a Deſcent was fully agreed on 5 That 


| the Malecontents were preparing in order to 
| it: That Commiſſions were come over ; that for 
| inſtance, Sir William Parkyus and Sir John 
| Friepd had each of them a Commiſſion tor a 
| Regiment, | 


2. That Sir Williams did employ me to ſol- 
cite Mr; Cr-v-#, the Earl of Cr-v-#'s Heir, td 
G ; accept 
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accept of a Lieutenant Colonel's Command : 
That.having a great Kindneſs for the Gentle- 
man, I did not preſs the matter home to him, 
on purpoſe that he might not ingage; and 
only reported to Sir William, that Mr. Cr-v-z 
had not Money, but what he could do he 
would, and that he had about ſix or ſeven 
Horſes. | 


;. That Sir William with Capt. Sc-dm-re ; 
had bin down at Leiceſter to treat with, and | 


conſult the Gentlemen that way, and that I 
underſtood Sir W-lf-» D-x-, and Mr. P-r-f-y, 
&c. were with Sir William at the Azgel Inn 
ON and that they were well diſpo- 
ed. 


4. That Sir George Barclay and Mayor | 
George Holmes were lately come from France, | 
and that they. had brought Orders and In- | 
ſtruQtions over, and were in daily conſultation | 


here. 


5. That they had a deſign upon the Kingand | 
Kenſington, and alſo to ſeize or ſurprize the | 
Guards, &c. His Gr-ce replied, he aid beliew | 
it. That if, I had Money to equip my {elf out, | 
T was ſure to know the-time ; and I did not F 


doubt but to prevent their Deſign. That I 
would not bargain or article with my Prince, 


but 


” 
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; 


gand 
e the 
elieve 
f out, 
] not 
hat I 
rince, 


but 


: | but leave my ſelf wholly to the King's Fa- 
; Vour; and then intimated that in a change of 
| Government, I could have a Regiment : but 
| at the ſame time I hinted, that no Proteſtant 
! could expeCtt to continue long in Command, 
* the Papitts being ſo violent and revengeful. 
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6. That 1 was inform'd that Ferguſon was 


' concern'd in this Afﬀair, and to be a Privy 
| Counſellor, if a Change of Government was 
| effetted. 


7. That Secretary Melford was the princi- 


pal Manager of theſe Undertakings, and that 
| Middleton and the Compounding Party were 
' ignorant of the Deſign: and that many Ex- 
; preſſes were diſpatcht by the F— K. 


$. That Arms were ſent dowa to the Coaſt, 


| and the Forces were alſo moving that way, in 
order to the Deſcent ; and that the Tolour Fleet 
| would come into the Channel : But however 


that happend, the Deſiga would go on ; - for 


| they did not abſolutely depend on the Tolour 


Fleet, IT then wiſhed that Admiral Rook 
was at home. 


9. I gave an account that a great many Of- 
ficers were come over under a pretence that 
the late King James order'd. them to ſhift tor 

G 2 them- 
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themſelves; but truly the meaning of it was 
the better to colour their ill Deſigns here, the 
Engliſþ wanting Officers to command their 
Party. | 


My L—d D-— gave Encouragement, and or- 
der'd me to call on him in four or five days, as if 
' fobe Jappiy'@ with Money on that account : upon 

which I pronnſed ſome of the Faition to provide & 


Horſe, 8c. 1 daily confirwd the deſign of the 
arty, and that it went hourly on. I very much | 
preſsd to be admitted again to my L—d D—s | 


preſence, to give 4 full account in perſon, as ap- 
pears by the following Letters, 


* ; ? 


May it pleaſe -your Gr-ce ; 


have been very induſtrious to find out the | 
eans and Method for the bringing about | 
thus great intendea Revolution. IT have nowa| 


Sp I was laſt to wait on your Gr-ce, I| 


greater inſight into it than before: I muſt ſay 


this ; I chink-if it ſhould be efQed, it will be 


the ſtrangeſt and moſt wonderful I have ever 
yet met with in Hiftory. 


T have been this day at my Ld R-dz-rs| 


Stable to buy a Horſe; I muſt have all m 


Equipage ſutable for this Aﬀair out of han | 


otherwiſe I ſhall be uncapable to perform my 


Promiſe : and I am ſure I can doit. Money? 
noW, ! 


Secret Service: 10r 
now, and liberal too, muſt not be wanting. 
What ts done fo capacitate me muſt be this week, 


' otherwiſe it may be too late. The Malecontents 
; do not ſpare tor any thing inthis Aﬀair. My 


{ Credit will be lefſen'd, if Ido not equal them 
In appearance. I aſſure your Gr-ce it is a 
reat Concern which I have undertaken : Iam 
orced to ſpend at an extravagant rate, and 
muſt run the hazard of my Life, if Iam dif. 


| covered, , Your Gr-ce was "my to come 
mand my Attendance within four or five days, 


| | the ſooner the better : I beg] to knaw when, 
| by a Letter from Mr. Y— this day, I am, 


! and ever will be, 

| - Your Gr-ce's 

; Feby. II. 

? 95. Moſt, &c. 
| Mountague Brown Secretary 


is juſt come over. 
It may here be obſerved that the following Let- 


ters went incloſed to My, V—, who deltver'd 
them to his Gr-ce. Pn 
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A Copy of Mr. V--'s Letter, in anſwer to 
that which T ſent the D-- of S-, 


S17-K, R 
: Our Letter of yeſterday wasnot deliver'd 
: to me till this Evening ; however, I 


* have had an opportunity to give the incloſed 


* immediately to my L— d D—ke, who 


* commands me to tell ' you in anſwer to it, 
© that he would have you to ſend him in writ- 
© ing what the Deſign is, that you only hint at 


© in general, 

© That you may both conſider of it, before' 
©you engage in thoſe great Expences you 
© think neceſſary; and you may be aſſured 
© it ſhall be managed with all ſecrecy on his 
© part; and therefore does not think fit you 
*ſhould be ſeen coming to him, leſt it might 
* bring you under any ſuſpicion. Iam 


SI R, 


Febr. 12. | 
95. Your Humble Servant 


TJ. V—, 
My| 
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May it pleaſe your Gr-ce, 

Am _ by your Gr-ce's great Care and 

Kindneſs never to maſque any thing from 
your knowledg : I hope your Gr-ce will not 
now let me want a Support ; otherwiſe my 
Credit will fall, tho I have been at ſo great an 
Expence ; for I am already ingag'd to equip 
my ſelf, and that to morrow. 

To give an account of all Circumſtances re- 
lating to the Defign I intimated, will be more 
than Ican write, and tedious for your Gr-ce 
to read. In ſhort, a Proje&t 1s laid by Order 
and Command of the Late King, and the F— 
King, to make an InſurreQtion here; and 
Gentlemen have been conſulted with, and 


' commiſſion*d to riſe in many Counties of Eng- 
; land at the ſame time. OneGentlemanT was 
{ with Jaft night, as Iam told, does promiſe to 
| raiſe a thouſand Men. "The Toloun Fleet is 


now out, and we daily expett to hear of their 


| Arrival at Bref, *Bur the Affair of the great- 


eſt expedition, and not yet communicated bur 
to a few, and they to be Undertakers, 1s this, 
To carry off the Kjng, and that quickly too; there + 
will be at leaſt 60 Commiſſion'd Officers #0 do tt : 
When they have beat the Guards, they are to 
force the King to ride with them, aud a Veſſel is 
ready to cafry him to France, The Order, .as 


G 4 they . 
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they ſay, is not to abuſe his Perſon; and when 
the King is there (for the Veſſel will be over 
ina few hours) whilſt the Nation'is in a Com 
; fternation for the Perſon of the King, then the 
French will appear, and bring over the late | 
King. The Perſons that are to be chief Attors | 
are to be made Lords. There are daily Pray- * 
ers made {or the accompliſhment of this great 
Deſign, and 4oooo /. remitted for this and the 
Irfurreftion. | 
'  \Now my requeſt to your Gr-ce 1s, that I 
may be furniſhed with Money to equip, as I 
have promiſed, and as your Gr-ce gave me 
ſome hopes to believe, when I was with you, 
which made me go on accordingly. My end 
in this is, ot only to know their Perſons and 
their Numbers, but to equally ingag*d to know 
' the day and time, that ſo 1 may prevent their De- 
ſens; which I am ſure I can do, if Iam affiſt- | 
ed in time. I need not magnify this Pro- | 
jet, it will ſpeak enough for -it ſelf, and | 
what I deſerve for breaking of it. I could | 
not anſwer the obliging Letter Mr, Y—- writ | 
by your Gr-ce's Command, till to day, by | 
reaſon I was at a great Entertainment ye- | 
ſterday. IT am not to buy Horſes or Furni- | 
ture, but as approved.by the Party. Mounta- 
gue Brown Secretary 1s come over, and two or. | 
three more twodays ago. There ſhall be no- 
thing for the future demanded of me by your 
EE. -  |;..:,-, » OI-G 
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I Gr-ce, but what if I am order'd I will com- 
” þ municateto Mr, V——, Iam EY 
ai. 7 Your Gr-ce's 

e | 95. | 

O | Moll, &e. 

t | I. Note, that I was in the morning the day 
e | before thewriting of this Letter, with Mr, 


Chernock at the White Horſe Tavern in 
Nortolk Buildings zear to Sr. Clements iz 
the Strand ; where \among other Diſcourſe, 
he deſired to affiſt me in the buying a Horſe. 
I told him that I had ſeen one at my L—d 
R-dn-r*s Stable, and he was a Grey one. 
He told me that he could help me to a Horſe 
that he knew to be a good one, and he is a 
Grey too, but the price would be forty Pound. 


2, The Entertainment I mention in the Letter 

. was at Mr: Braxton's in the Savoy ; there 
were Sir William Parkyns, Capt. Cripps, 
Mr. Ceely a Weſt Country Gentleman, 
Captain Caryl, Captain Lewis the L—4d 
F-v-ſh-m's Gentlemen of the Horſe, Cap- 
zain Neal, "Thomas Lea « Meſſenger to 
the late Kzng, Mr. Holms called Old Eng- 
land. At this Meeting Sir William des 

fired Mr. Lewis to aſſiſt me in the buying a 
Horſe : We ſtaid at Braxton's, and at the 
| E Fountain 


d © 
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Fountain T averz in the Strand till between 
twelve and one of the Clock at Night. 


3. It i reported that the 15th of February 

' was to have been the day on which the Kjng 
was t0 be aſſaſſinated, It might indeed be ſo 
concluded. on . between ſome of the Parties, 
but I do not believe it was ſo concluded by 
all, by reaſon they were not all ina rea- 
dineſs, and .the number not compleat, as ap- 
pears by Granborn's being taken in to be one 
of the number of the Conſpirators ſome 
few days after : Beſides, 4 it had, it could 
zot well have eſcaped my knowledg. 


4. Tho the manner the Conſpirators gave out 
among themſetues of conveying the Kjng in- 
zo. France was impradticable, no one but 
muſt infer that their Deſign was to kill his 
Majeſty. This Method was propoſed, as I 
preſume, rather to ſoften the matter, that 
they might not bytoo blunt a Declaration, 
ſtartle any of their Creatures from proceed- 
ing in ſo horrid a Deſign. However I muſt 
give my Intelligence in the words I receiv'd 
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A Copy of Mr. V——Letter, in Anſwer to the 
Letter dated the 14th of February 1695. 


SIR, | 
c OUR Letter has been delivered to my 
c L—d D--ke,. who deſires to have an 


* Account from you where Mr. Browz is to 
© be found, who you acquaint his Gr-ce is 
* lately come from France. Fam, | 


STR, 
Your humble Servant, 
fone Woman 


T did not receive this Anſwer an- 
ti Monday the 17th of Fe- 
bruary 1695. 


May it pleaſe your Gr-ce ; 
HIS day I received a Letter from Mr. 
V— with your Gr-ce's Commands as 
to Mr. Brown. I aſſure your Gr-ce he is come 
over, my Authors for it are not only Mr. 4- 
damſon where IT often dine, but alſo Father 
Churchill, commonly called Dr. Churchill, 1 
paid a viſit to him laſt Friday night. Amongſt 
| our 


* | 
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our Difcourſes we were talking of Perſons 
lately come from Frarce ; and I told him, that 
Mount agae Browr: Secretary was come over. He 
confirmed it, and that he had ſeen him ; he al- 
ſo told me he had made his Peace with the Go- 
vernment, and was a going down as the next 
day, or within a day or two, into the Coun- 
try, which muſt be to the 1 —d Mountague 
Browns at Midhurſt in Suſſex, which I will fur- 
ther inquire into. The old Gentleman then 
told me, that he believ*d we ſhould have a mer- 
ry Eefter. I cannot find that he is privy to 
the grexd Deſign I mention*d, but only to the 
Ixvaſion in general, which I aſſure your Gr-ce 
15 true. I was very much concerned, when I 
receiv'd Mr. /— Letter, that the other parts 
of my Letter were not anſwered, Afairs 
were never carried on with that ſecrecy and 
prudenceas at this time, the Party are jealous of 
every body ; two of the principal Ators in 
the Defign I have mention'd, ſee none but 
thoſe whom their Inſtructions permit them to 
treat with, Ferguſon is in this Plot, being cal- 
led upon to equip. According to the encou- 
ragement I receiv*d, I gave a promiſe that T 
would do it laſt week, and again to day ; and 
if T amnor furniſhed with Money ſome time 
to day, I ſhall utterly loſe my Credit, and 
can never expect to wind my elf into the 
depth of things : I never ſpare for the —_— 
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| and with Expences nothing can be conceald 
-) from me. I had nothing 1n excuſe, but that 
| the Perſon who is to lend me Money could not 


do it till to day, Guineas not being before ſet- 
tled : Therefore T humbly beg your Gr-ce to 
let me be provided at this time, when I ma 


{ do moſt Service; I ſhall think it an Age until 

| I have your Gr-ce's Anſwer to morrow by - 
! twelve of the Clock by Mr. V——-, If 
| was not ſure of doing the greateſt and beſt of 
Service, I would not be thus importunate; or if 
' I was not fally ſatisfy'd, upon mature deliberation, 
' that what I beg is abſolutely neceſſary : For T have 
| ſo great a regard and value for your Gr-ce, 
| that I would not for the Warld loſe your e- 
| ſteem by asking any thing that is unneceſſary. 
; I am humbly begging your pardon for this 


If T 


| trouble. 

; Your Gr-ce's 

| Febr, 17. 

| 95. Moſt, &c. 


By reaſon I receiv'd no Anſwer to my Letter at 
twelve of the Clock as 1 expeited, I went 
down to White-hall i» the — and 

f 


ſent for Mr. V— zo ſpeak with him at 
the Back-ſtairs, 


The 
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"The Minates of the 18th of February, being 
Tueſday, with Mr. V— at the Back-ſtairs. 


r. Mr. Y— brought me a Bill of * 20 /. 
and asked me whether that would do? if not, 
what would? I reply'd, your own reaſon 
muſt tell you that ſuch a Sum will be of little 
uſe ; I'did not think his Gr-ce would have ſent 
ſuch a Sum. He preſs'd me again to know 
what would do; I made him anſwer, that L 
thought I could not do with leſs than fifty 

' Pounds, and then began to reckon up the 
Charges to equip. TI told him, that the King 
might have the Horſe, &c. again, for I did 
not value a Horſe but for his Service. I re- 
'member TItalk'd with his Gr-ce to thelike effe&t 
on the 10th of February, when I told him of 
the Deſign againſt the King, Mr. Y— faid, 
I was in the right not to accept the Bill, unleſs it 
was ſufficient, T reply'd, perhaps my L—d 
D-ke will be diſpleaſed if I refuſe it. Mr. Y— 
anſwer'd, That he was ſure he would not ; but 
ſtill kept the Bill in his hand, and deſired me to 


— 


* The Reader may here obſerve, that if 201. would 
have equipp'd me, then no Objeftion had been raiſed ;, but 
5o 1. put a ftop to my Proceedings, tho abſolutely neceſſary 
at that critical Funtture, 


write 
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write immediately to the D— and he would 
deliver the Letter. 


2, I then gave Mr. ihe a large account of 
the Plot, and of the Deſign againſt the King's 
Life, with many of the Particulars, giving 
him the Names of Sir George Barclay, Ma- 
jor Holmes, Chernock, Porter, &c. And beg- 
ged of him that the King might be intreated 
not to uſe his Diverſion of ſhooting or hunt- 
ing for ſome time. He reply*'d, What would 
you have the Kzng coop'd up ? Sir, anſwerd I, 
I do think it wili be ſafe for the King not to 
hunt or ſhoot for a day or two, when ſuch a 
Matter as a Deſign againſt his Life is reſolv*d 
on, and to be put in execution with the firſt 
opportunity. 


3. I then propoſed a Method how the Party 
might be taken ; that when the King went 
out to hunt, and the Corſpirators had fix*d to 
go, (of which I would give him notice ) the 
King ſhould not return the ſame way, but 
ſend'a Coach and Guards back, and have a- 
nother Party of Guards ſet out of 'Town af- 
ter the Conſpirators were gone out, and fo be 
ina readineſs to ſurprize them : Which Mr. 
V— approv*'d of. pd 


4. Sir, 
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4. Sir, continued I, T cannot get the time if 
T do not perform my Promiſe ; pray move my 
L—d D--ke again to morrow : Which he pro- 
miſed. And then I writ a Letter as he ad- 
viſed, and ſent it that night from the Back- 
ſtairs into the Office, for Mr. Y— to carry 
to my L—d D--ke to let him know that 
204. would not do. I receiv'd an Anſwer 
the next day. : 


A Copy of that _ the 18th of Februa- 
ry before-mentiond, which I writ by Mr. V—s 
advice. 

May it pleaſe your Gr-ce; : 

| Ho this Evening to wait on Mr. Y—, 

K and gave him ſome account of Aﬀairs. He 

| was pleaſed, by your Gr-ce*s Order, to pre- 

ſent me a Bill of twenty Pounds. It is a Sum 
that I do not rejet, but am. free to accept, 
and to give your Gr-ce thanks for it. But 
upon this occaſion I do humbly conceive if 
will not anſwer the end deſign'd, for I muſt 
have a Horſe of a good price, which at the 
cheapeſt cannot be bought for leſs than 25 or 
3oL. beſides Furniture, &s, Ican juſtify my 
ſelf, that I have not been more expenſive than 
neceſſary, and this Service. will ſpeak for it 
ſelf, It is ill husbandry in me to be ng. 
this 
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we if | this time : if what T have writ is offenſive, I 
- wy | do moſt humbly beg pardon, for it is not my « 
pro- intention to do any thing diſobliging to your 
ad- Gr-ce. TI am willing to ſubmit to whatſoever 
3ack- | your Gr-ce commands me. I am 


grid Feb. 18, Your Gr-ce's 
M 95. 
_ | Moſt, &c, 
 þ AA Copyoſ Mr. V— Letter, in Anſwer to the 
us Letter of the 18th of February. | 


SIR, 

Have given your Letter to my L—d 

D--ke, who thinks you ſhould be able 
to inform him further, and more particularly 
of the Deſign you hint at, before he parts 
with ſuch a Sum as you demand ; andI hope 
you will be able * to ſatisfy him therein, and 
{ © then there will be nothing wanting on his 
| © part that may be neceſſary for the Service 
ive if | * propoſed, or for your encouragement, I 
muſt | © am, | 


A Lak a «aa a a 


-—_ 


t the | S 1 R, 

25 of | Wedneſday Noon, 

ty my | "- Yours, F—Y—. 
e that : 


for 1t * By which | hat Po, WE 

| | you may ſee, that Mr. V— was ſatis 
and as hoped I wigs. ſatrsfy his Gr-ce. Is 

this | 1 H On 
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On Tharſday the 20th of Feby. 95. 
- T went to White-hall ad ſent a Letter to My. 


V— to deſire him to come to meto the 
Back-ſtairs, for I had brought a full Ac- 
count ; 'and if he pleaſed, he ſhould ſee it 
before it was ſealed up to ſend to the 
D—ke. Upon which Mr. V— did not 
come, but ſent the following Letter to me 
at the Back-ſtairs. 


$I 

© T Havereceiv*d your Letter ; but ſince my 
C L— D-ke deſired you to ſend him in 
* writing what you had to inform him of, I 
* think you ought to ſend it direftly to his 
© Gr-ce; and if he is pleaſed I ſhould ſee it, 
© that will be beſt after it is delivered. There 
© are ſome Gentlemen in the Office that hin- 
* der me from waiting on you ; and therefore 
© T take this occaſion to acquaint you, that if 
< there be any thing you would have preſented 
© to my L—d D-ke, I will take care of it if it 

* bepur into my hands. Iam, 


SIR, 
Your moſt humble Servant, 


, 7 "EY 


 XUM 
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I did immediately ſeal up in a Cover the fol- 
lowing Account, and ſent it from the 
Back-ſtairs ro Mr. V— into the Of- 
fice, to be by him delivered to the D— 
of S—, 


May it pleaſe your Gr-ce ; 


I Am extreamly troubled that I have been ſo 
importunate, and now at laſt queſtion'd of 
the truth of what TI have reported : I wiſh it 
were of no Subſtance ; if ſo, I had not rrous 
bled your Gr-ce. Firſt then, asto my demands 
of Money I make none, but leave it wholly 
to diſcretion, having been ſupply*d hitherto, 
Mr. Y— Letter imports a further Satisfa&ti- 
on, I will therefore now give you all that has 
come to my intelligence, In my former Let» 


ters I intimated more than once, That 


there is a Reſoliation taken and form'd, and <z 
by Authority from Fr—ce, to ſeize upon the 
King at his diverſion of ſhooting or hunting ; antl 
if poſſible to carry him off, they having in 4 rea- 
dineſs againſt the time, a Veſſel to convey him to 
Fr—ce ; and in caſe they cannot do ſo, then they 
are to gripe him. 

The Method how this was to be carried on 
and executed, I have been very inquiſitive to 
know, and have diligently examined the mmat- 

2 ter, 
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ter. As firſt, they have got a number of Of- 
ficers, all or nel Roman Catholuks, to the 
number of Fifty, that are to undertake the 


Seizure : And they, tn order to it, have bought | 


up Horſes and Furniture, &c. and fo areina 
readineſs, as time ſhall offer, for the. compleat- 
ing it. 1] was with my Intelligencer when he 
went to buy up Furniture as directed ; and I 
further examined him how this could be put 
into execution, the difficulty being great for ſo 
great a number to appear and go out together. 
He aſſured me that difficulty is paſs'd over, 
as thus: That it's reſolved, upon the Intelli- 
gence they expect of the day the King is to 
hunt or ſhoot, to_ diſpoſe of themſelves af- 
ter this method ; to Inn by two or four at ſe- 


veral Inns in adjacent Villages, habited as | 


Country Gentlemen ; and upon the day and 


time of the King's taking his Pleaſure, to meet | 


together to perform this great Deſign. They 


do conclude, that when this matter is perform- | 
ed, it will ſo amuſe the Government, that | 


they cannot tell 4n twenty four hours what 
meaſures or courſe to take; and that in that 
time they ſhall have carried the King away, or 
griped him, as the expreſſion is. Beſides this 


Body, they are to have twenty five Foot- | 


x menin Ambuſcade, And upon concluſion 


. of this execrable Deſign, I am further | 
told, that then the Mob will be ſtirr'd up in | 


ſeveral 
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ſeveral parts of the City, and the Gentlemen 
are to retreat to their ſeveral Counties to riſe ; 
for all Methods are concerted : and upon this 
Hurly-harly the French Fleet will bring, over 
the late King James. 

The Perfons particularly imploy*d, as I 
have hitherto learned, are theſe, Sir George <y 
Barclay, who 1s made a Major General, 
and to command as chief Officer in this horrid 
Deſign, and Major Holmes ; theſe two lately 
came from France, and disburſe Money in or- 
der to it, and are the principal Actors. As 
for Perſons in Town, I do: learn that there is 
Captain Chernock, who has received a Lieute. 
nant Colonels Command ; Captain George Por- 
ter ; Mr. Chambers, a Captain of a French Pris 
vateer ; Captain Boyſe, &c. This is an Af. 
tair reſolv'd on, and I dare ſay will be put in- 
to .execution. As to the General Invaſion, that 


will much depend on this AFio. I am told 


that I muſt be imploy*d in Warwickſhire, This 


{| Tam ſure of, I cannot expeCt to be let deeper 
| into the Secret, unleſs I perform my Promiſe 


in equipping, which will give the an opportu- 


{ Nity to learn every thing. When I am fur- 


niſh*d, T am confident nothing will be con- 
cealed from me, and dare pawn my Life upon 
it, to get the time and day, and put matters 
into ſuch a method as to cruſh them all, when 
they are ſo diſpos'd, and quarter'd, and ta. 

H 3 cCOUna 
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countermine all their Undertakings. When I. 
have done this. I care not if it is known that 
I am the Author, ſince I have had ſuch re- 
peated Aſſurances from your Gr-ce, 70 be pro- 
tected and provided for, Captain Chernock, 
one of the Grand Incendiaries, is to aſhſt 
me in providing. of Equipage, by which I 
hope to be further intruſted. This I promiſe, 
that as your Gr-ce hath given me the honour 
to intitle my ſelf Toar-Gr-ce*s faithful Servant, 
I will ſo approve my ſelf as to deſerve it ; and 
by your Gr-ce's Recommendation, the King's 
Favour I humbly beg to know to morrow 
your Gr-ce's final Reſolution ; and, if your 
Gr-ce pleaſeth to allow me liberty, to pay my 
Duty to your Gr-ce.. I am, inall humility, 


Febr. 19, Your Gr-ce's 
1695. 
| Moſt, &«. 
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A (opy of My, V--- Letter, by Command 
from the D--- of S----, in anſwer to the 
aforeſaid Letter. 


SIR, 


c Re Toy your Letter yeſterday to my 
* © L—dD-cke; and moved him again this 
© morning upon your ſecond Letter. But his 
* Anſwer was both times, that he was goiz 
© out of Town for three or four days; and he 
© thought it would be time enough to conſider of 
« your Demanas at his return : and in the mean 
* time he ſuppoſed you would be able to get a 
* more particular Information. I am, 


STR, 
Friday noon. Your moft humble Servant, 
J— V—, 


1. It may here be obſerved, that the Infor- 
mation of the 19th of Febraary, is a fuller Ac- 
count of that execrable Villany than any yet 
extant ; and not only pav*'d the way, but alfo 

ve a Credit to believeany of the Coſpirators, 


who after fell in ; which-could not but be ex- 
H 4 pected 
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pected from the great number of Perſons that 


were engag'd in that barbarous Deſign, either 
out of Fear, or for hope of Reward. 


2. It may alſo be obſerv'd, that I have not 
only faithfuſfy, but fully perforn*d my part, 
in making ſo full and ample a diſcovery of the 
Enemies. Deſign againſt his Majeſty's Perſon 
and Government. And it is evident that no 
one but my ſelf, has made it his buſineſs to 
countermine their Paces. So that I have an- 
{wer'd the end of my Commiſſion, which 
was to be particularly rewarded for the Diſcove- 
ries effetted by my means. T was not to bean 
Evidence, 


2. What could I further do, who was to 
. wait fora Reſolution from his Gr-ce before I 
muſt engage ? as appears from Mr. Y— Let- 
ter from his Gr-ce on the 12th of Febraary 95. 
And at laſt, tho I poſitively writ for a final 
Reſolve, I was ſtill deferr*d : So that nothing 
was wanting on my part. ZE 


' Friday, February the 21ff, the Paſſages 
| was 2s . 


On Friday, about twelve of the Clock, I 
recety*d the aforeſaid Letter from Mr. Y—, 
| Wi 


YITIW 
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to acquaint me that the D— of S— was 
| out of Town. I was very much di- 

rb'd, by reaſon I had writ for a final An- 
ſwer. Having notice that the Party were in 
deep conſultation, T walked down to Sr. 
James's Square, to-know whether the D--ke 
was really gone or no, I ſent the Perſon who 
uſually carried my Letters to make enquiry : 


- He went to the D-— of S—— Houſe, and 


brought me word, that his Gr-ce was gone 
into the Country to Stoner Houſe near FHenly 
upon Thames, In the Evening I went to 
White-hall; T ſent to Mr. Y—— to let him 
know that I thought the D--ke's going out of 
Town might be prejudicial to the King, and I 
deſired to ſpeak with him, and to bring with 
him the Bill of twenty Pounds, which would 
have been very uſeful to me that night. Up- 
on which I receiv'd the following Letter, 


C4; 


HE Bill.I brought * being thought 


* | not fufficient, I have returned it, as 
* it was my Duty; and I can only obey the 


et on 


— — 


*ſhus Pall to be obſere/d that they were ſatisfied in 
the matter, provided ſo ſmall a Sum as ws. 9 197 have 
dont t e buineſs, 20s | | 


« Orders 


LY 
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* Orders I receive : I ſhall be ſorry however 
* if it be any diſappointment to you toex- 
« peQ his Gr-ce's return ; but that will be with- 


* ina fewdays. Iam, 
STR, 


Yours, F. Y-—. 


Saturday, the 22d of February 1695. 
> Paſſages of that Day. 


In the morning, my Intelligencer came to 
me, and told me, he wonder'd where I was, 
by reaſon he could not find me the [aft night. 
I made him anſwer, that I fart late at Cards: 
But, pray, how do Afﬀairs go on? He re- 
ply'd, he was caild up in the night, and or- 
dered.to give our Friends notice to be ready 
as this morning : -But ſeveral of them were 
not to be found, ſome of them lay out of their 
Lodgings laſt night, ſo the matter is deferr'd 
till another day ; the Deſign upon the King 
wonld have been put in execution this day if 
all the Gentlemen could have been found. F 
called laft night to tell you, and would have 
called earlier this morning if they had fſtirr'd 
out. Beſides, Chambers has brought word 
that the King does not hunt to day, but it 


will be put in execution whenever he goes 
| a 


ver 
EX- 
th- 
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a Hunting: TI believe on Taeſdsy next it 
muſt be done, for they are ready on the other 
fide, (the meaning was as to the Deſcent, 
which was to have ſeconded that barbarous 
Blow.) I had the ſame things confirm*d by 
another, and that the Conſpirators were to 
have gone out, after they had receiv'd no- 
tice that the King was gone a hunting, and 


| that they were to quarter in'and about Turn- 
| ham Green. | 


In the Evening I went to Whzite-Hall, and 
ſent from the Back-/tairs the following Letter : 
Upon which Mr. /— came immediately to 
me, tho I mention'd that I would attend him 
in the Morning. 


Honoared Sir ; 


Ho TI have not beenas to the point of time 

(I fear) uſed as the Intereſt of the King 
demanded, yet T ceaſe not to be very diligent for 
his ſafety ; I was this Fvening to ſpeak with 
you : But I muſt ſpeak with you to morrow, 
for I fear my L--d D-ke's Stay will be very 
prejudictal, except I wait on the King; and if 
not forthwith aſſiſted, too late for me to pro- 
ceed in my Service : I will wait on you tomor- 
row Morning, by 9 of the Clock at your Houſe, 
having Afﬀairs to communicate which require” 


a ſpeedy Reſolution. | 
Feb. 22. 95. 1,1 
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1. I gave Mr. V- an Account of all 
Particulars, as in page 110, 111. You fee, Sir, 
continued IT, that my L--d D-ke's going out of 
Town might have been prejudicial, and how 
the King might have been ſerved this day ; 
and you now find that they ſtill reſolve 
to carry on their wicked Deſigns : pray let the 
King be intreated not to ſtir a hunting for a 
time ; 'T hope you have ſo done upon my laſt 
motion. And then I reminded him of the Me- 
thod of taking the Conſpirators, as in the 
34 Minute, page 113. Mr. Y—— at this 
time did acquaint me that he had ſeen my Let- 
ter of the Plot. 


2. IT acquainted him that T ſuppoſed it 
would be very neceſſary for me to wait on the 
King; and T let him know that T thought my 
ſelf very ill uſed, He preſs'd me to ſtay un- 
til the D-ke's return, which he {aid would be 
on Sunday night, I anſwered that I had diſ- 
coursd with a King before now, and thatT had 
not been uſed to be skreez*d : 1 thought it abſo- 
' Tutely neceſſary to go my ſelf; he preſs'd me 
again not to go, but to ſtay till the D— re- 
turn'd. | 


3. Mr. V—— asked me whether I had not 
been already with the King, or my Lord he's 
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land: Tanſwer'd, No ; I have apply'd only 
to the D-ke. Mr. Y— told me that the 
King had received notice, and did not there- 
upon go a. Hunting. "That's very well, re- 
plied I, no doubt but the D-ke has told him of 
it. I was then more violent to goto the King : 
He deſired me not to be ſo loud, but ftay till 
the D-ke's return ; upon which I parted very 


angry. 


x. It may be here obſerv'd that the Conſpi- 
rators could not have ſtd out without my 
having notice; and that I was reſolved to have 
given it, does appear by my going down to 
White-hall, to communicate what came to my 
knowledg of that Day's Proceeding. It did 
not at that time appear to the World that the 
Plot was diſcovered. | 

2. Moreover, I was ſo well planted as to my 
Lodging * and places of eating or drinking, 
that it was impoſſible for them to have moved 
unobſerv'd. I was at the Bear Tavern in Hol- 
born two or three times a day, which was di- 
rectly againſt Ho/ms's Houſe ; and I never fail'd 


—_— —— 


* My uſual Lodging was at White-hall, but during the 
time that this Horrid Plot was in agitation, I lodg'd in Red- 
Lyon Square to avoid ſuſpicion, and ſeldom made uſe of 
the other Loaging, except to write my Letters in without 
difturbance ;, yet my time was ſo precious, that I was oblig- 
ed to write in ahurry, 


to 
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to go to that Houſe twice or thrice a day, and 
I conſtantly receiv'd Intelligence of the Party's 
Motions. Their Horſes ſtood in the Inns in 
and about Holborn, and I often drank at 
them too. TI was as well placed to obſerve 
their Motions, as Chambers was at Kenſington; 
and my Intelligencer never diſappointed me ; 
and if they had gone out, I always was in the 
, way to have given immediate notice. 

On Sunday Warrants were out : Mr. /— 
told me that ſome Perſons had diſcovered the 
Aﬀair,)at which I was very joyful ; ſaying, 
You ſee now that what I have acquainted you 
of this Deſign proves true. 


A Letter ro Mr. Ve Monday the 24th of 
February 95. from the Back-ſtairs. 


SIR, 
Will wait on you to morrow Morning ; in 
the mean time if my L--d D-ke is in Town, 
let him be moved in the Afﬀair I mention'd: 
a great regard muſt be had to the Coaſt in Kent 
and Suſſex, I am, 


SIR, 
Your mofſt,: cc, 


Feb. 24. 95- : 
Tug 
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Tueſday from the Back-ſtairs. 


SIR, 


|| Intended according to my Letter to have 
waited on you this Morning ; Iam now at 
the Back-ſtairs if you have any Commands, 
and I deſire Liberty to wait on my L-d D-ke 
in order to wait on the King. I am, 


8: & Ns 


Feb. 25. 95: 
Your moſt, &c. 


So ſoon as Mr. /— receiv'd this Letter, he 
immediately came to me, and took me pri- 
vately with him into the Office, it was in the 
Evening. He acquainted me that the D— 
was there, and that I ſhould ſee him. When 
I was in Mr. Y— Cloſet, he order'd one of 
the Office to acquaint the D— of S— 
that I was with him : upon notice of it his 
Gr-ce immediately came to me in Mr. V— 
Cloſet. | 

It may be here obſerved, that if 7 had not 
ated according to my Inſtruttions, or had been 
wanting in any part of a good Intelligencer, 1 
durſt not have preſumed to have delired this 
Interview, | | | 

The 


128 Memoirs of 


The Minates with his Gr-ce the D— of S— on 
Taeſday the 25th of February in the Secre- 
tarys Office. 


1. Your Gr-ce may ſee, ſaid 1, that what I 
have ſo often writ does now evidently ap- 
pear to be true. Mr. /— did me the juſtice 
to acquaint his Gr-ce that I had been with him 
about that Buſineſs. | 


2. Now, may it pleaſe m_u Gr-ce, is a good 
time to make it appear for the ſatisfation of 
the Parliament and Nation, that an Inſarret:- 
oz and Invaſion was and is alſo intended : 
which will appear by ſeizing thoſe Arms in 
Warwickſhire that T formerly gave you notice 
of; your Gr--ce hath by you an InftruQion 
which I ſent you abovea year ago. HisGr--ce 
made Anſwer, that he did not know where he 
had laid it, My L--d D-ke, I write nothing.to 
your Gr-ce but what I keep Copies of by me 
for my juſtification, I have a Copy of that 
 InftruQtion in my Cloſet in White-Hall, and 
I will immediately fetch it. His Gr-ce was 
pleaſed to ſay that the morrow would be time 
enough : in purſuance to Command I gave the 
next day to Mr. Y— a Copy of that Ir- 

| ſtruction 
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ſtrution where the Arms lay in Warwick- 
ſhire, which had been ſo long concealed, 149. 


page 51, 52: 


2. I then told his Gr-ce that Mr. Holmes 
lay with me the night before, and I enter- 
tained him, and gave him a Guinea when he 
went away : Mr. /—— reply'd, Why did nof 
you ſecure him ? Sr, it is not my buſineſs, a 
Reward of a thouſand pound will take him ; 
that's the way to deſtroy my Inrelligence, my 
buſineſs 15 to preſerve it. My L--d D-ke faid 
I was in the right. 


4. T then moved his Gr-ce for ſome Mo- 
ney ; his Gr-ce faid T ſhould have ſome: the 
next day when Mr. /— met me at the Back- 
ſtairs for a Copy of the InftruQtions to ſeize 
the Arms, he brought me a Bill of 2o / the - 
ſame in date which I had before rejzetted with 
his advice : Upon which I was concern'd ; he 
told me I ſhould have more, and then we part- 
ed. I moved his Gr-ce for 100 Guineas, and 
he did not ſeem to deny them. 


It is here tobe noted, that this 20 1. Bill makes 
ap the Sum of 801. which is all that ever 
I received from his Gr-ce : And there are 
now Arms lodg*d in the Tower, which were 

I 


ſeiz'd 
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' ſeiz'd purely by my Diſcovery, of a fat 


greater V alue. 


5. At this Meeting my L— D-ke, but 
more particularly Mr. Y—, prefs'd me for 
FHewet, who was 'one of my Intelligencers, 
that they might have him ; I told them I could 
not ſpare him as yet, but protis'd I would 
be A for him, and they were con- 
tentEd, | 


It may here be obſeryd, that the Arms which 
1 diſcover'd were not found in that part of 

' the Houſe I direfted to ; they were removed 
to one Mr, Heywood's at Callidown: azd 
it was but reaſonable to believe they would be 
remov'd, when a Proclamation was iſſued 
out againſt Sir William, But the ſame 
quantity of Arms were returw?d from Cal. 
lidown, and buried by the Servants under 
a Garden Wall of Sir William Parkyns's 
Houſe in Warwickſhire, and were there 
found and ſeized, and, as I am inforw'd, are 
now in bis Majeſty's Stores in the Tower. 
This fully demonſtrated the intended In- 
ſarrettion not only to have been at that time, 
but likewiſe that it was intended, if maiters 
had been agreed, at the time when I firſt diſ- 

' covered them. Sir William at his Trial 
es WT confeſſes | 


i. 
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tonfeſſes that thoſe Arms had beeh there neir 

Iwo years, 

The InſurreQtion or intended Invaſion has 
not been more evidently and circumſtan- 
tially prov'a, than by my diſcovering thoſe 
Arms, which Diſcovery is purely owing 
__ 


General Paſſages. 
I daily ſent to the Office, to know if they 


had any Commands for me, or any matter to 
:nquire into that I could give an accoutit of, 
What I was at any time asked, I let them 
know ; and I was well receiv*d. 

On Sarday the firſt of ' March T waited on 
Mr. Y— at his Houſe ; where he told me that 
my L—d D—ke very much defjred Hewer. 
Take my word, Sr, ſaid I, you ſhall have him. 
I then gave hirm Inſtruftions to ſeize him, and 
accordingly he was taken the next day. 

Mr. Y/— expreſsd himſelf thus : Sr, 
you ſee what care we take to conceal you. I 
thank'd him, and told him I would never de- 
fire any Preferment from the King, that I 
might for ever ſerve him ; being confident; 
if I had a ſufficient Support for Intelligence, 
to break the neck of all ſucceeding Plots. Sir, 
the Diſcovery of this Plot hath been of greas 


| ſervice to the King, as mou as the preſerving 


2 | his 
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' his Life. And now if this Plot be rightly ma- 
naged, it will ſettle the King very firmly in his 
Throxe. T then deſired him to give my Duty 
to his Gr-ce, and let him know that he ſhould 
have Hewet, and that I neverfailed him in my 
Promiſe. 


It is to be obſery'd that I-never had any = 
louſy, but that the Kjng knew of all my 
Proceedings ; and ſo I did not preſs to wait 
on his Majeſty as yet. 


After Hewet was taken, Mr. V/-- then de- 


fired me to draw up Interrogatories to examine J 


him upon: which I did as followeth. Hewet 
was taken about the 34 of March 1695. 


Taterrogat. per John Hewet, Nephew ro Mr. 
Holmes, 4d to Major Holmes. 


1. Whether the ſaid Hewer does know the 
Perſons mention'd in the Proclamation, viz. 
Sir George Barclay, Chernock, Holmes, Porter, 
&c. and alſo whether he hath not been ims» 
ploy*'d by them ro appoint Meetings at Tas» 
verns, and carry them Letters to and from 
France as often as they were brought over by 
' the private Boat ? | 


>. Whe- 


VIEW 
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2. Whether he was not at ſeveral Conſul- 
tations, when Orders were brought from 
Frazxce to aſſaſſinate the. King, or to carry him 
off ? 


3}. Whether he does know of the Proviſion 


that was made for the executing that. horrid 


Deſign, as the buying Horſes, Saddies, and o- 
ther Furniture ; and who were the perſons con- 
tributing or aſſiſting in the Expence, and in 
keeping the Horſes ? 


4. Whether he did know the Time and Place 
to at or perform the horrid Crime of aſlaſſi- 
nating the King ? 


5, Whether he was not the Perſon that car- 
ried out the Tickets for quartering the Perſons, 
and the Arms to each perſon concern'd in the 
aforemention'd intended ACt ; and how it came 
to paſs that Saturday the Day reſolv*d on to put 
their evil Deſign in execution, went off, and 
was deferrd till another day, when the King 
went out to hunt or ſhoot ; and whether one 
Chambers did not lodg at Ke»ſington, to give 
notice from time to time of the Day the King 
was to hunt ? 


I 3 6. Whe- 


YM 
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6. Whether he knew of the Duke of Ber- 
wick's being in Town, and whether Sir George 
Barclay was made a Major General by Com- 
miſſion from the late King, and ro command 
as the principal Actor or Commander in the 
Horrid Deſign ? 2 


7. Whether he does know the Names of the 
Perſons who have received Commiſſions from 
France, as Colonels, Lieutenant Colonels, Cap- 
tains ? &c. 


| $8. Whether he does know where Horſes 
and Arms are concealed, that were for the 
putting in execution that Horrid Deſign, and 
alſo to go in to the Frexch, had there been 
an looefant — — 


9g. Whether he does know what Money 
was paid weekly or monthly to ſeveral of the 
Aſſaſſinatogs, and who bought the Horſes for 
them who had not Money of their own? 


He muſt be told 0 gp Perſons, as that they 
have confeſſed theſe things : for he carried 
the Letters to Perſons of Qaality, Gentle- 
men, &c. © | pn 


m_ 
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After this I put in ſeveral Inſtructions and 
Interrogatories to examine Capt. Stow. In a 
little time I did not find the Reception I expeR- 
ed: I went to viſit the D—ke, who was et- 
ther il] or buſy. And-then I writ the follow- 
ing Letters, to know if there was any Com- 
mands for me, 


To AAr. , * FA 


£2 K, 


Was laſt night to wait on you ; and if 
you have any Commands, I am at the 
Back-ſtairs. T bega time to be fix'd, that I 
may wait on my L—d D—ke: I afſure you, 
I am very uneaſy, until I pay my Duty to his 


' Gr-ce. This I may venture to fay, I have 


done nothing to deſerve a Slight: what T 
have done may be of great ſervice. I haveal- 
ways faid, if I was to wait on the King, 
can and will juſtify what Thave done. Iam, 


S.I R, 


March 6. 
95. | Your, &c. 


E 4 May 
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| May it pleaſe your Gr-ce ; 


I Now think with my ſelf, Iam like a Man 


that has beat the Baſh, and loſt the Game ; 
for I do not find that kind uſage I expeCted, but 
{light, I cannot believe it proceeds from any 
thing but your Gr-ce's great hurry in Buſineſs : 
Nothing can give me fatisfaQtion, but the li- 
berty to wait on yoftr Gr-ce to juſtify what T 
have done. This I am ſure of, that nothing 
I haveeither ſaid or done, hut hath ina great 
meaſure prov?d true. And TI have been the 
 firſt-Intelligencer, and nothing could have ap- 
pear'd otherwiſe, if my Meaſures had becn 
taken; therefore T humbly beg that I may 
bave liberty to wait on your Gr-ce. I have 
run my ſelf in debt to ſerve his Majeſty ; 
and a Settlement, T hope, will not be denied 
me, that I may be for ever ſerviceable. Iam 
| ſure, my L—d D—ke, it is not in your na- 
ture to beunkind to me, who have been truly 
juſt, by the timely notice T have given, as will 
appear by my Letters : and (tho to the preju- 
dice of my own Family) I muſt be cruſÞd, 
if I do nor waiton the King to know his Plea- 
ſure, and what I may depend on. Whatever 
is further neceſſary for me to do, that I may 
not be known, T am ready to do when requi- 
' red, that may be of ſervice. IT humbly give 

| EE your 
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your Gr-ce moſt hearty thanks for the Secrecy 
I have hitherto mer with. I beg to know by 
Mr. /—to morrow when I may waiton your 
Gr-ce. Tam, 

Your Gr-ce's 

March 7. 1695, 


Moſt, &c. 


Immediately after TI had ſent the aforeſaid 
Letter into the Office, finding that I was like 
to receive no Commands that night, I retired 
to my Lodging, which then wasin Red-Lyone 
Square. T had not been very long at home, 
before I heard a great knocking at the Door, 
and a mighty noiſe of People : the Gentlewo- 
man of the Houſe, upon enquiry into the oc- 
caſjion of ſo -much #handering at her Door, 
ſoon found that there was a Meſſenger and ſeve- 
ral Soldiers, with a Coxftable, who demanded 
entrance into the Houſe ; ſhe came and con- 
ſulted mein it ; T adviſed her to open the Door : 
So {oon as the Door was open, there raſbed 
into my Room a Meſſenger and ſeveral Soldiers, 
with Swords and Piſtols in their hands; the 
Meſſenger told me that he was order'd to ſeize 


| me, and immediately fearch'd my Pockets and 


the Room for Papers: i was very much ſur- 
prized at the thing, and reaſon'd the Afﬀair 
with the Meſſexger, and let himknow that he 
muſt be under ſome miſtake, for I was not a 
mer = | man 
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Iman in the leaſt ſuſpeted, and that the laſt 
place I came from was the Secretary's Office. 
he Meſſenger replied that he was: under no 
miſtake ; fer he was order'd to ſeize one Cap- 
tain Smith, who lodg'd in that Houſe. Since 
you fay ſo, ſaid I, to ſhew you that I am not 
afraid of any thing, I will ſeal up thoſe Pa- 
. Pers you have got, ana ſubſcribe my Name upon 
them : you muſt be miftaken in your Man ; 
for there is another Capt. Smith, who lives in 
a Street near this Square. .The Meſſenger per- 
ceiving that I was no ways daunted, concluded 
I was not the Man. He leaves a Guard of 
Soldiers upon me,: and then weat to ſearch 
for the other Sirh whom he ſoon found ; then 
the Meſſenger was pleaſed to take off my 
Gaard, and ſent back my Papers. The next 
day I went down to Whitehall, to ſecure my 
Paper#in my Lodgings there from the like 
attempt, leſt I might again be: ſo r«ffled. - I 
dined at Whitehall (it was on Sunday: ) when 
 T was atdinner,the Meſſenger came to me again, 
and told me I was the right Smith ; that the 
other was ſet at liberty, and I muſt z»/taxrly 
go to the Office : when I came there, 1 asked 
the reaſon why I was thus uſed ; I never hid, 
but either came, or daily ſent to know their 
Commands. At laſt it was told me that I 
muſt confront Hewet : Is this all ? there need- 


ed not have been this trouble to oblige me ; I 
oo am . 
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am always ready to ſerve the King ; pray dif. 


charge me out of Cyftody, and I will attend 


youat your hour. The Meſſenger was diſmiſt, 


 andT was order'd to attend at fix in the even- 


ing: Which Idid, and confronted Hewer up- 
on the foregoing Iterrogatories. 


General Paſſages, 


x. Aﬀter I had confronted Hewer, and un- 


derſtood Mr. Ferguſon» was taken, I then de- 


ſired, by Letter to Mr. Y—;, dated the 9th 
of March, to confront Hewet with Ferguſon 
before the Council; Hewer having been Ferga- 
ſon's diſperſer of his Books, and knew moſt 
of his Concerns, TI receiv*d no anſwer in that 
Affair, 


2, When I put in [zterrogatories to exa- 
mine Captain Stow, Mr. Y—— asked me if I 
would confront him? I reply'd, I was wil- 
ling, provided the D-ke defired it, 


2. When Sir William Parkjns was condem- 
ned, I defired Mr. /— to let me have an Qr- 
der to viſit him, by reaſon I thought it might 
be for the King's Service. He made me an- 
ſwer, that there was an Order that his Relations 
might ſee hum. When I waited on the Lady 
; Parkyns, 
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Parkyzs, in order to ſee Sir W:l:am, ſhe told 
me, that notwithſtanding the General Order 
for his Relations to ſee him, there was a pri- 
vate one to the contrary, and no one could ſee 


him but her ſelf. 


4. T then went to the D— of S to beg 
leave, and alſo to back a Petition which his 
' Grace the Duke of Norfolk was pleaſed to pro- 
miſe me to preſent to his Majelty, that Sir 
Williaw's Relations might have leave to ſee 
him ; alledging therein, that it would be for 
the King's Service. ES 


Mr. Y— acquainted me, that my L—d 
D— was 1ll, and that it was not convenient 
for me to appear in the matter. -I anſwer'd, 
that IT was ſure it would be for his Majeſty's 
Service, for by this means I could get a direct 
Intelligence from Fraxce. I could not obtain 
It, 


A Copy of that Letter which T ſent to his Gy-ce, 
which occaſion”d Mr. V — to come to me. 


May #t pleaſe your Gr-ce ; 
Do.in the humbleſt manner beg I may be 
admitted to your Gr-ce's preſence, and 


that immediately ; and I doubt not but m_ 


YIEDM 
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I have to offer will be pleaſing. My Credit is 
low with the Male-contents, and now an op- 
portunity offers it ſelf, whereby I may reco- 
ver my Credit, and for ever have a good Cor- 
reſpondence direaly from France, One of 
the things I have to propoſe, I doubt not bur 
to get it ſeconded by the Duke of Norfolk ; 
which if granted, will give the Party no jea- 
louſy of me, having had the honour to know 
his Grace for many Years. 


I am, 


- March 3o. © Your Gr-ce's 


1696. 
Moſt, &c. 


The Lady Parkyns apply*d her felf to me, 
by order of Sir W:{l;am, to deſire me to ſolli- 
cite the Duke of Norfolk to get him a Re- 
prieve ; which *tis plain ſhews he had no jea- 
louſy of me : I told this to Mr. /—, TI cannot 
omit in this place to acquaint the Reader with 
whar Zeal that moſt Noble Duke eſpouſ- 
ed this Aﬀair, when I told him that IT was in 
hopes that a Reprieve, and liberty for his Re- 
lations to ſee him, might probably work' upon 
Sir Mill;am's Temper to make an ingenuous 
Copfefſion, which would be greatly for-the 

| King's 
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King's Service. The thoughts of that ſo 2#7- 
»aied his Grace, that he ſhew'd himſelf ve- 
ry active and ready, and nothing was wanting 
on his part. 


After many Letters, and a moſt tireſome at- 
tendance, I ſaw the D— of $ by 
chance. Upon my making applicatiori 
to him, I received only this Anſwer, 
That he had been very kind to me already. 
I anſwer?d, that I had not yet receiv'd 
any Kindneſs. gh 


OBSERVATIONS; 


Before the laſt time when I waited on the 


D— of S— , I ſhew'd my late Colonel the 
Duke of Norfolk ſome of my Letters which 
concerned the Plot ; they were thoſe which 


diſcover the whole Deſign, viz. the Letter ' 


which mentions the Perſons Names, and the 
manner of putting the faid horrid Deſign in 
execution, Upon which his Grace was infi- 
nitely pleaſed, when he found I had been ſo 
faithful and ſerviceable to his Majeſty and his 
Government ; and very much wonder'd that 
TI was not preſented to the kg, I told him 
that the D— of S— was full of buſineſs, 
and humbly begg'd lus Grace would be pleaſed 


ro 
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to do me that Favour: His Grace was pleaſ- 
ed to ſay he would ; but firſt order'd me to 
wait on the D— of $ ., to know when 
his Gr-ce would introduce me to the King”s 
Preſence, and that if his Gr-ce*s Buſineſs did 
not permit him time, that the Duke of Nor- 


folk would do me that honour. In obedience 


to this advice, I waited on the D— of S—-, 
but could get no opportunity to ſpeak to him 
fully of my Buſineſs, and only receiv'd the 
Night Anſwer before related. 7 

. When I acquainted the Duke of Norfolk 
what Anſwer I had receiv'd, his Grace was 
amazed to find me ſo ll uſed for ſo great Ser- 
vices: his Grace was pleaſed to give me the 
ſeaſonable advice to preferve my Papers, and 
to make an Intereſt with the Earl of Portland, 
the Earl of Rumney, or Mr. Keppell/now Earl 
of Albermarle, and his Grace would-econd any 
one of them, and give an account of me. TI 
waited on Mr.Keppel! toollicite him todeliver 
to the King the following Letter, together 
with a Copy of my Letters of the 14th and 
19th of February 1695. which related to the 
Plot. My Lord Albermarle took the Letters ; 
Þur the nexr day when I waited on him again, 
t;: -eturned them, and told me that it was 
the: 150 late, for the King was a going within 
a day or two to Flanders. " m 


What 
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What paſſed between the Right Honour ible the 
then Earl. of Monmouth Lord of the Bedcham- 
ber tn. waiting, and my ſelf upon this occaſtoh, 
need not be repeated here, ſince the Reader may 
find it in the Introduttion, 


A (opy of that Letter which was mtended 
for the King. 


To the King's moſt Excellent Majeſty. 


May it pleaſe your Majeſty ; 
Aving had the honour to command in | 
Wirdſor-Caſtle, when your Majeſty 
firſt came into Exg/ard, and to "han your Ma- 
jeſty as a Captain under his Grace the Duke of 
Norfolk, in; the Regiment he. raiſed for your 
Majeſty's: Service : And being related to ſome, 
and acquainted with others whom I juſtly 
ſuſpeted to be your Majeſty's Enemies, I | 
have, as:in Duty bound, endeavour'd to dive | 
into the deepeſt of their Deſigns ; and accord- 
ingly have given an account of their. Proceed= 
"ings for fifteen months paſt, to his Gr-ce the | 
D— of S-—, your Majeſty's Principal Se- | 
cretary of State. As for inſtance, How they | 
had provided Arms in December 1694. and the 
Place where they were concealed. I have di- 
: ligently 
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ligently traced their Motions ever fince, and 
acquainted his Gr-ce with them gradually, and 
particularly of their Deſign againſt your Ma- 
jeſty's Perſon ; and the Names of them that 
were to have beea Prizcipal Actors therein, 25 
will appear by the two Letters I have incloſed, 
which I ſent to his Gr-ce: I likewiſe hinted 


| to his Gr-ce to ſeize the Arms that were con- 


cealed in Warwickſhire for the Invaſion. T have 


| ſeveral other matters of moment to offer to 


your Majeſty's conſideration, whenever your 
Majeſty pleaſes to command my attendance. 
I am now- ruin'd by contraQting Debts for In- 


 telligence, ( having receiv'd but eighty pounds 


from his Gr-ce) unleſs your Majeſty will be 
praciouſly pleaſed to grant me your proteCti- 
on, and ſuch a Support as I may not become a 
ſcorn to your Majeſty's Enemies. 

Thar your Majeſty may have a long and 


proſperous Reign, ſhall be the daily Prayer of 


him, that humbly begs to know your Maje- 
ty's Pleaſure, and leave to ſubſcribe him- 


lelf, | 

Your Majeſty's 
| / 1696: x Moſt humble, &c: 
On the 19th of | May 1 writ the following Let- 


ter to his Gr-ce the D— of S for my 
K: Penſion ; 
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Penſion; and I recivd Anſwer, that he 
would ſee me the next morning. According 
to command I went to wait on his Gr-ce, and 
then was order'd to attend him as the next 
day at nine in the morning. In obedience 
to that order I went again, which was on 
the 21ſt of May 1696. Aﬀter T had ſent 
up my Name, Mr. V—— came to me, and 
took me with him into an inner Parlour. 
The Minutes of that Day are inſerted after 
the Letter to his Gr-ce. 


May it pleaſe your Exc-ll-cy;; 

F Aving received many Aſſurances of 
the continuance of your Gr-ce's Fa- 

vour and Protection, I am emboldened hum- 
bly to beg vour Exc-ll-cy will order me hat 
quarterly Allowance you were pleaſed by your Let- 
to aſſure me of, I cannot doubt but your 
Fxc-ll-cy will prote&t me from becoming a 
Scorn and :Derifion to his Majeſties Ene- 
mics, which my preſent Neceſſities will ex- 
pofe me to, without your Exc-I]I-cy's imme- 
diate Aſſiſtance, having ſpent my All 1n en- 
'ravouring fo prevent that fatal Stroke de- 
ſigwd againlt his Majeſty's Perſon and Go- 
vernment. - And I affure your Exc-I-cy ( be- 
ing grcater with the Party now than ever) 


that I ſhall make it my bulineſs to circumvent 
| all 
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all their future Endeavours, and give your 
Exc-ll-cy frequent Accounts of ſuch Intrizues 
and Cabals as they are hereafter engag'd in, 
that I may ever juſtly entitle my ſelf to the 
horBur of being 


Your Exc-ll-cy's 
May 19. 
1696, Moſt, &c, 


The Shinatet with Mr. V—, at hs Gr-ce the 
D— of $S Houſe, May 2x. 1696, 


1. Mr. Y— told me, that he wonder'd at 
my coming there. T anſwer'd, that I came 
by appointment from the D-ke to receive 
his Gr-ce's Anſwer to my Letter. He was 
pleaſed to ſay, that he had heard it diſcours'd 
that I intended to accuſe the D-ke; as alſo 
that T had declar'd, that I was the firſt Perſon 
that diſcover'd the Piot;, and as if the D-ke 
went out of Town upon it, and kept the mat- 
ter concealed, and never acquainted the King 
with it, And that he believ'd I now came not 
out of. love or reſpe&t to the D-ke, or with 
any intention to continue my Friendſhip, and 
adviſed fne to have a care, for the D-ke was a 
great Man, 
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2. In anſwer, I confeſs'd IT did declare I 
was the firſt Intelligencer of Afairs for fifteen 
months, and that IT told it to a Perſoh 1n the 
Government, one whom TI underſtood to be a 
Zealot for it: Andatthe ſame time I gave him 
ſome InſtruQtions to take Sir George Barclay 
and Major Holmes. But I did not pretend to 


accuſe the D-ke ; then believing that his Gr-ce . 


only concealed me according to promiſe, that 
I might not be expoſed by being an Evidence. 
And I did not declare my ſelf till after I was 
confronted with Hewet, and he was not re- 
ſtrain'd from writing. 


}. Mr. Y— told me, I had induſtriouſly 
left Copies of Papers in my Cloſet, with a De- 
ign they might be taken on purpoſe to expoſe 
his Gr-ce ; and that I could not expeQ great 
matters upon ſuch uſage, and that I had a de- 
fGgn to accuſe his Gr-ce. And then threaten'd 


me, and very much queſtion'd me, whether _ 


I did not make it my buſineſs to expoſe his 
Gr ce; that he had heard of ſuch a Report. 
But the D-ke, heſaid, did not believe I would 
deal ſo by tum. And then run on to leſſea my 
| Services, as that I had only a dim fight of 
things, and they could never make any thing 
of my Letters. | 


4. In 
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4. In anſwer to the Papers which were left 
in my Cloſet ; I acquainted him that I had, 
been hunted from Lodging to Lodging, and 
my Circumſtances were very hard to be lett 
unprovided, and expoſed to al] Dangers. The 
Landlord of the Houſe where I lay, when he 
underſtood IT was Nephew to Sir Willa 
Parkyzs, told me and my Servant, that there 
were Warrants out againſt me, and that ſo 
dangerous a Man muſt not lodg there. WhenT - 
went away to avoid being taken, I took with 
meall or moſt of my Papers; and it was: un- 
known to me that any were left behind. As- 
to his Threats, I told him I did not value them, 
declaring that they had undone me for ſerving 
the Government. I am a Gentleman, contt- 
nued I, and do not ſtand in fear of any Duke 
or Lord in Chriſtendom ; for what I have done 
is honeſt and juſt. I have ſerv*d the King 
from the firſt faithfully ; and at the rate I am 
uſed, no Prince hereafter will have any Perſon 
to ſerve him. And ſince you have undone 
me, I do not value Life or Liberty : Of all the 
men in the World, I did not expect ſuch uſage 
from the D-ke, for whom I have always: had 
a profound honour-and reſpett, and ſtill have, 
As to an Accuſation, I aſſured him, I never 
intended it, which evidently appeared by my 
making this freſh Application to him : and 
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what I had writ for was bat what T had his hand 
for. Then as to my Services, T told Mr. /-— | 
that what I had done was moſt valuable, as be= {| 
ing the earlieſt, and that IT acted purely. for 
the preſervation of the Nation. What others 
have done did not proceed from a good Prin- 
ciple, but upon guſts and. fear of each other. 
And laſtly, as to my dim-ſighted Letters, I pre- 
ſumed they were as plain and as full to be 
underſtood -as thoſe Chairs are known to be 
Chairs (I then pointed to the Chazrs in the 
Room.) a 

As firſt, I have traced the matter down to 
the time, both as to the Deſcent, and alſo 
the intended Aſſaſſination; and I gave an ac- 
count on the fiith of January, that TI was em- | 

| ploy'd to know the number of Guards, and to 
geta Liſt o\ the Forces, and Colonels names, &c. 
And I further told him that I perſonally ac- 
uainted my L—d-D--ke of the Deſign againſt 
the King on the tenth of February inthe Room 
above, (pointing to the Room.) 

_ Sir, continued ], you cannot forget the Let- 
ter that contains the whole Deſign ; as that it 
was concluded to be put in execution with 
the fi: ſt opportunity. The Perſons Names, 
(wiz.) Sir George Barclay, Major Holmes, Capt, 
Chernock, Porter, Chambers and Boyſe, with 
an &c. and their Tzles, You cannot for- 

get this; which Mr. /— did own. Sir, I 
am better versd in the Afairs of the World 
* , than 
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than to be ſo much a fool to write ſuch a 
Letter, and ſign it too, if I con'd not have 
made it out ; if rhe Secretary did not believe 
it, he ſhould have puniſhed me : you cannot 
but own that I have writ nothinz but what 


is come to paſs, &c. 


5, Mr. Y— told me that Sir William Par- 
kyns and Chernock, &c. did not truſt me. 

That is apparently otherwiſe, ſaid I, for 
how could I have given an Aceount of the 
Arms ſo long ago, and fince that of the Journey 
to Leiceſter ? Beſides, T was the only Perſon at 
the concealing the Arms, &c. and I was em- 
ploy'd by Sir Will;am to treat with Mr, Cr-v-z 
to accept a Lieut. Coloael's Command. 

As to Mr. Chernock, he was my School- 
tellow and great Acquaintance ; and don't my 
Letters to the D-ke declare that Chernock was 
to buy my Horſe, Furniture? &c. It it was 
doubted, why was it not enquired into then ? 
Laſtly, as to my appearing as an Evidence, 
my Agreement was to the contrary, and I 
was not deſired to be a Witneſs. I further 
told him that the Arms which were ſeized 
in Warwickſhire were exact in number, ac- 
cording to the account which I gave .in fif- 
teen Months before, when I moved for the 
ſeizing of them; and thoſe Arms, ſaid I, you 
now have. 'D 


K 4 6. Aſter 


' - fay that. I would accuſe the D 


* 
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. 6, After T had argued Afﬀairs in all Particu- 
lars, ſtanding upon the merits of my Services, 
he was pleaſed to repeat again the Accuſa- 
tion, and my Obligations to the D-ke, and 
wiether T was not upon ſome Deſign; and 
told me again that he heard ſuch a Report. I 
then deſired Mr. /— to tell me what he had 
heard in the plaineſt ſenſe, and what IT had 
done I would own, He repeated the matter 
as before related, and I own'd as before : On- 


Iy I added this Particular ; You may remem- . 


ber, ſaid I, that you asked me in the Office 
before the Earl of M--cl--sf--{d, whether I had 
owned my Intelligence : I confeſsd it, and did 
declare, it it was not convenient, I would be 
more cautions for the future. But I did never 
| After 
this I let him know that I was ſincere ac- 
cording to the purporc of my Letter, and 
gave: hun Reaſons why I apply*d: then, re- 
ally believing that my L—d D-— had a 
kindneſs for me, and kept me ſo long in 


5 Jſuſpence; only that the World might not 


diſcover that I was the firſt Intelligencer, that 1 
might the better continue my Service. .And 
T aflur'd him I did eſteem the D— of $S— 
more than any other of the Nobility I was ac- 
quainted with ; otherwiſe I would not have 
appr aowenm + - --- 
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7. Mr. /— told meT had but one way to 
give his Gr-ce fatisfaQtion,, which was by 
ſomething in writing. - I reply*d zhat T was 
the firſt Intelligencer, and that I wonder'd I 
did not ſee his Gr-ce when T was ſeat for. 
He was pleaſed to tell me that his Gr-ce was 
ill, and it was only his I-a;/poſetion that hin- 
dred his Gr-ce from ſeeing me, and that I 
would do well to give his Gr-ce ſatisfaftion. 
I anſwer'd Mr. /— that I came ro pay my ſer- 
vice to his Gr-ce: And 1s this all the Anſwer 
to my Letter, ſaid I? Then I told him they 
had undone me, and I could nor ſtay in. 
Town; however I hoped they would allow 
me a ProteCtion. Mr. /——- reply*d, I need 
not be ſo haſty, and intimated the D—s kind- 
neſs to me. I anſwer'd that I had not yet 
received any ; what is now and then 20 /. a 
Sum that is of little uſe to me ? When I 
came away, I deſired Mr. Y— to give my 


Duty to his Gr-ce, and that I would be always 
ready to ſerve him. | 


That there ſhould be nothing wanting on my 
part, I writ the following Letter to his Gr-ce. 


My L—d D--ke - x | 


W i your Exc-Il--cy is oppreſs'd 
with buſineſs, I can hardly hope to 
{peak to your ſelf, but believe your Gr-ce will 


nor 
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not think it unreaſonable, that after all my 
endeavours to ſerve the Government, I ſhould 
at leaſt be able to ſubſiſt : for any thing of Re- 
compence that I might expect from youp Fa- 
vour, I willingly ſhall attend the Kingfc re- 
turn; and only defire your Exc-I--cy will ap- 
point the payment. of the Allowance you were 
pleaſed to order me quarterly, of which there is 
due half a'year. 1 trouble your Gr-ce with 
as few words as I can, and only neceſſity makes 
me write theſe, which EF hope your Exc-ll--cy 
will excuſe from | 


Faty 14. Your Exc-ll--cy's 
96. | 
Moſt, &*c. 


Some REASONS modeſtly offer'd to be- 


lieve that this ( orreſpondence was never 
made known to the King. 


1. It is preſumed that the Accounts which 
] have given in, have not been laid before 
. the King or his Cabiner-Council : it they had, 
certainly his Majeſty would have perſonally 
known me, or at leaſt have order*d me Mo- 
ney to diſpoſe and lay out, as I ſaw neceſlary, 
for the preventing ſo horrid a Deſign, and 
the involving a whole Nation in blood. 


2, It 
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2, If T had been known, it's reaſonable to 
believe, that upon Mr. Pendergraſs and Mr. De 
lx Rue's coming in, I ſhould have been ſent for 
to know if I had known any thing of them, 
or believ'd them to be of the number of the 


C onſpirators. 


3. That if I had been known to the King, 
or my Accounts gave in, Mr. Pexaergraſs and 
Mr. De /a Rae's Informations. of the matter 
would have been immediately believ'd, with» 
out reaſoning the Affair with them : His Ma- 
jeſty having been before prepared, by the daily 
Informations which I gave in of that Deſign to 
his Secretary of State, 


4. That if my Informations had been given 
in, his Majeſty had not then ſo great an Oblti- 
gation to Mr. Pendergraſs, having been before 
inform*d of the matter ; then he and the reſt 
of the Conſpirators which fell in, would have 
been looked upon, as they really were, Ene- 
mies to his Majeſty's Perſon and Government :; 
And what rhey then did would have been 
accounted to proceed more out of fear or 
jealouſy of each other, than out of a real Love 
or Afﬀection to his Majeſty*s Perſon and Go- 
vernment. 


5. If my Accounts were given in, cerfain- 
ly the King would have known, and elteem'd 
me 
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me the firſ# and principal Diſcoverer of that hor- 
rid gin ," ds J my buſineſs to 
ſearch into the Secrets of his Enemies, purely 
for his Majeſty's ſafety, and the preſervation 
of his Government ; and have had thy Services 
laid before him, by which it would have ap- 
pear'd, that I had traced all the Deſigns of 
' his Enemies, not only as to the Deſcene, but 
alſo the Aſſaſſinatiov, and Inſurretion, which 
was demonſtrated by the Arms that were ſeiz- 
ed, and the Accounts of the Diviſion of the 
Fattion into Parties, and confirming the Lay- 
caſhire Plot. And* his Majeſty would have 
been aſſured of my Ability for ever to ſerve his 
Perſon and Government. ; 


REASONS to believe that the D---- 
of S---- was Very well ſatisfy d with my 
Integrity and Ability to ſerve the Go- 
ment : And that he did not doubt the truth 


of what I writ. 


1. That if his Gr-ce had not believ*d the 
Accpunts I gave him, as in the firſt Mi- 
4 he would not have immediately em- 
ploy'd me, or have been fatisfy*'d without a 
Recommendation from the Duke of Norfolk, 
which I offer*d ; anor have ſettled a Method 
for his Correſpondence with me. 

| 2, If 
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2. If his Gr-ce had miſtruſted the Truth of 
{ my Diſcovery. of the Arms in December 1694. 
he would then have puniſhd me ; whereas it 1s 
evident he believ'd that matter by his ſending 
a Bill of 20 /. tho ſhort of his great Promiſes, 
| as appears by a Letter under his Gr-ce's own 
hand, dated the 11th of December 1694. 


2. If the D— of S— had not believ'd 
me, he would have rejeted all the Letters 
that came from me; otherwiſe he would . 
not have promiſed to recommend me to the 
King at a ſecond Meeting, as he had done 
before. 


4. In December 95. upon making a Vilſit 
to the D , If his Gr-ce had not thought 
me able to ſerve the King, he would not 
have immediately engag'd my Service again, 
| and the next day ſent me by my Servant a 
Bill of 20/. with an Aſſurance under his 
Gr-ce's own hand to continue that Sum to me 
quarterly, with a Promiſe of 4 Reward for eve- 
ry particular Service diſcover'd by my means. 
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5. If his Gr-ce had not believ'd my Ac- 
count of the Deſcent, and what I hinted on 
the 5th of January 95. and the Accounts T 
| gave into Mr. /— of Holmes, the Deſcent, 
&c. certainly he would never have fent 
me on the 3g of January a Bill of 20 1, 
by Mr. WV — F 6. If 
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6. If they had doubted whether T could 
have help'd . them to ſeize Holmes, as it 
was once agree: on, why did not they ex- 
aft that Perſon? I was willing to have him 
taken, and they went off. Ir is paſt all que- 
ſtion they believ'd I could have perform'd 
my Promiſe, otherwiſe they would not have 
continued my Service. 


7. If his Gr-ce had doubted the truth of 
the Deſcent, which I gave him. an account 
of in Perſon on the 10th of Febraary gs. 
and alſo the Deſign againſt the King's Per- 
ſon, &c. why did not he then queſtion the 
truth, but on the contrary declare his belief of 
that matter, and then promiſe me Money to 
provide for my going on in buſineſs ? 


$. That if they did not believe the truth 
of my Relations, why did they ſo often treat 
with, and ſend me Letters, with promiſes of 
Reward? 


9. If they did not believe my Intelligence, 
why did they exact a more full Account, and 
ſend 20 /. 1a order to equip me ; and upon 
repreſenting that Sum too little, to defire to 
know what was neceſſary ? 


10. After the Diſcovery of the Plot, if I 
had not all along given them in a true and 
an 
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an exact Account of all Particulars ; as the 
 Conſpirators Names ; the Deſigns to be put in- . 
to execution with the firſ® Opportanity, &Cc. 
Why did not they at that time puniſh me, 
for rom wanting in my Intelligence? ec. 
From thence it is reaſonable to conclude that 
I did give them in very fl and early Accounts 
of that execrable Plot. 


11. That if I had not ſo done, it is moſt 
certain his Gr-ce would not have receiv*d 
me after into his Office, or have taken fur- 
ther Inſtructions from me for the ſeizing the 
Arms in Warwickſhire, and upon my requeſt 
ſent me the next day by Mr. /— a Bull of 
20d. 


OBJECTION. 


If it ſhould be objeffed, That ſeveral of 
the above-written Letters they never receiv'd, 
and that theſe Letters are forg*d and mew ; 
or that they never receiv?d ſuch Accounts 
as are here incerted. | 

In Anſwer, Jet them produce the Letters 
that occaſion'd his Gr-ce to write, and alfo 
thoſe Letters Mr. /—— anſwered by com- 
mand from his Gr-ce ; and then it will evz- 
dently appear, paſt all Contradiftion, that theſe are 
true Copies of the Letters nom. in their Hands. 

And as to thoſe Letters which are not an- 
ſwer'd, it will appear to any unprejudiced 

Perſon 
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Perſon that they were alſo receiv'd ; it being 
obſervable that they run all upon the ſame At- 
fairs with thoſe anſwered. 

For the further ſatisfaction of the Reader 
'T do here proteſt, as I have already done in 
the Preface, that theſe Memoirs are compiled 
from an Original Manuſcript, which was writ 
by the advice of a Friend from the otiginal 
Letters, above ſeven or eight Months before 
they were deliver'd into the Hoaſe of Lords : 
Where the Reader may alſo compare theſe 
Memoirs with the Originals, which are now 
lodg*'d in that Houſe. But too much has 
.been ſaid upon this Head already. 

As nothing is of more convition, than 4 
Note ander a Man's own: hand; ſo nothing can 
be more expected to prove the truth of this 
Correſpondence than the Letters under their 
own hands. From whence it may be conclud- 
ed, that they received all the aforeſaid Accounts 
which were given 1n by the ſeveral Letters in 
theſe Memoirs. 


In ſhort, here is as evident Proof, and as ma- - 


ny Circamftances of the truth of this Corve- 
ſpondence, as the nature of fo ſecrer an Aﬀair 
will admit. 


THE END; 
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REASONS 


Why I correſponded with 
Mr. FOHN HEW ET: 


In a Letter to a Friend, to convince him 
that I never received any News that was 


| written from the Poſt-Boy. 


STIR, 2} 
T has been maliciouſly reported that the 
| reat Services I have done the King and 
is Government, are but trivial and of - 
little value : And that I received my Intelli- 
gence from one who made it his buſineſs to 
colle& News out of the Poſt-Boy, with no 0- 
ther deſign than to get Money outof me, under 
a pretence of having received the ſame from 
France : That he was a perſon altogether ig- 
norant in Aﬀairs, and was no ways let into any 
conſiderable Secret. All this has frequent- 
ly been urged to-invalidate my Services ; upon 
which Subje& T' have a fair occaſion to expa- 
tiate, if I thought my- Memoirs had not 'done 
a ie 
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i: ſufficiently to my hands.” T could likewiſe 
inform you of all the perſons Names from 


whom TI have had Intelligence, before and after - 


I came acquainted with Mr. J. H, but at this 
time I ſhall only endeavour to convince you 
that I never had to do with any ſuch perſon, 
who made it his buſineſs to write News out of 
the Poſt-Boy. —_ | 

T will here give you an account of what I 
receiv*d at feveral times from Mr. Hewet, re- 
lating to the laſt Plot, which I will throw into 
as little room as is poſſible: As alſo the rea- 
ſons which induced -me to enter into a Corre- 
ſpondence with him, together with the time 
and place where it was my fortune to be ac- 
quainted with him. Towards the Conclufion 
of this Relation I will anſwer all the ObjeQi- 
ons, which I ſuppoſe can be raiſed againſt me 
for uling him as my Inſtrument. Bur firſt of 
all T muſt inform you that I did not corre- 
ſpond with him without permiſſion, So then 
when you have run over the whole Pro- 
ceedings, I make no queſtion but they will 
give you that ſatisfaction, as to judg he was 
a perſon not altogether unacquainted with 
the deepeſt Myſteries, being intruſted by the 
moſt eminent Leaders of the Jacobite FadFion, 
and conſequently a fit perſon to be entertain'd 
by me upon this occaſion. 
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A Charafter of R. Þ. I 

One of the prongs Motives which induced 
me toa Correſpondence with Mr. John Hewer, 
was to find out the Lahyrinths and myſterious 
Windings of a Man that will be eternally fa- 
rows in all the Annals of Conſpirators, called 
Uncle, otherwiſe Ferg-/-n.* As *tis impoſſible 
for this Laciferian Prieſt, or Salamander, to 
live out of the Fire, it made me the more am- 
bitious to entertain his Confidext, that I might 
trace his Macchiavellian Intrigues ; and in fearch- 
ing after them T liad all the juſt Suſpicions in 
the world to make nie conclude that I had 
found an o/d Romans Agent wrapt up in a Geze- 
ws CharaQter, according to the received Max- 
ims of the Church of Rome, which makes no 
difficulty to give her Emiſſaries permiſſion to 
put up what Colours, and wear what Diſgwiſes 
they pleaſe, provided it advances the Intereſt of 


' the Holy See. This Compoſition of Iniquity, 


who always aQted in Maſquerade, and indeed 
is a Baxe toall Civil Societies and Governments; 
tho he has proved. the unhappy occaſion of 
bringing ſeveral of his Companions to an in- 
famous Exit, yet by what fate I know nor, 
has all along made a ſhitt to keep himſelf out 
of the Brzars, like the Caf who made uſe of 
the Mozkey's Foot to pull the Cheſauts out of 


the Fire, in order to fave her own from burn- 


ing. I cannot but admire at the Folly of the 
Aﬀakitevty, that they ſhould be ſo upd as 
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4 A Charafter of R. F. 

to take into their FaQtion ſuch a notorious 
- Fhpocrite, upon his cajoling them to believe 
that he could do them extraordinary Service 
by his Billingſgate Stile, which he pretended: 

had work*d ſuch Wozders in the two precedin 

Reigns. Forhis Books are generally fs ; wit 
ſuch falſom and notorious Untruths, that they 
cannot ſtand the Teſt of any reaſonable man ; 
he ſculks in a Corner to write, and then comes 
out izcognito, being conſcious to himſelf that 
R, F. in the Title-page is ſufficient to diſcre- 
dit whatever drops from ſo malicious a Pen. 
When this walking - of Religions 
was juſtly ſpew*d out of the Government, he 
made his firſt-flight to the Melfordian Fattion, | 
and only herded with thoſe hot-headed Men, 
they beſt ſuting his Gen:zs; for Plotting, and 
Fattion, 1s his darling Study and Delight : in 
ſhort, he is turbulent and uneaſy in all Go- 
vernments, Whilſt the late horrid Plot was 
in Agttation, T could not believe upon the firſt 
Intelligence I received of that Matter, that 
there were to be found ſo great a number of 
Villains as were thought neceſſary to execute 
Ao barbarows a Deſign, I was amaz'd at firſt, 
— whenT underſtood the »amber roſe ſohigh, and 
ſeized with admiration that one Age ſhould pro- 
duce ſo many Mgpfters ; but T ceas'd.to wonder, 
when I was informed that Uzc/e was often in 
their i»fernal Cabals, and entertained his Diſ- 
|  ciples 
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ciples with preparatory Diſcourſes on the Subje&t 
of Kyjng-killing Dotirines, to work them up to 
a Temper to receive any Impreſſion. In order to 
execute this dammable Deſign, this Firebrand 
(as his Confident told me) writ that ſcurrilous 
Pamphlet called the Depredation-Book, to pre- 
pare the way to it, by caſting therein moſt 
ſcandalous and lying RefleFions on His Maje- 
ſties Perſon and Government. But what is 
more execrable, he had alfo a Book in embrio, 
which was to have /andiffd the YVillany, in 
caſe the Conſpirators had ſucceeded in' that 
horrid Deſign, T muft beg your Pardon, Sr, 
if you think this borders too much upon the 
common Topicks of Satyr and Inveitive; and 
that I have ſuffer'd my ſelf to be carried too 


_ far by my Reſentments : for I muſt freely own 


to you that T am not able to be Maſter of my 
uſual Temper, when ſuch a finiſhed Syſtem of 
Wickedneſs comes in my way. 

To juſtify this Aſſertion, about the latter 
part of September, or the beginning of O&fober 
1695, I was at Sir William Pafkyns's Houſe at 
Buſhey in Hertfordſhire, where T came acquaint- 


ed with Mr. Holmes, commonly. called O/a- 


Exgland, who had been there all that Summer. 
T had not been at Sir W:/liam's Houfe above 
two or three days, before Mr. John» Hewet, 
Nephew to the ſaid Holmes, came from London 
with Letters for Sir William and his Uncle 
Holmes, 'The ſaid Letters came from abroad, 

gs L 3 with 


0 


ba 


6 A (harafter of R. EF. 

with-the news of Afﬀairs that were then ſtir- 
ring. The faid Hewet at that time alfo 
brought to Sir William and ' Mr. Holmes a 
- Bundle of Libels, intituled, Adwice to the 
Country in their eleting of Mems | 

ſuing Parliament. ele Libels were then 
' to bedifpers'd about the Country. 

Sir William, after he had read one of theſe 
Pamphlets, told Mr, Ho/mes and me, that he 
' did not much approve of the Book. Upon 
this I was curious to know the Author : Sir 
William frankly told me that it was F-rg-/-:.. 
I ſeem'd amaz'd, and replied, that 1 could 
hardly believe that F-rg-ſ-u was one of us. Six 
William, and Mr. Holmes both told me, that 
he was a true Convert, and did K. James great 
ſervice by his writing : that he was reconciled 
to the King, and much in his favour ; that 
he had brought ſeveral over to the late King's 
Intereſt, and had a Pardon for his former 
Otfnmoes,.. - 

. Sir William Parkjns's Houſe being, full at 
this time, he deſired me to admit of Mr. FHew- 
ct to take part of a Bed with me, ktting me 
know that he was a ſenfibleyoung man, and 
one that he hada great value for. 

Finding Mr. Hewet thus truſted and eſteem- 
ed, and alſo that he might be very uſeful to 


- me 1n the Secret Service, I immediately en- 


tred into an acquaintance with him, and found 
him very inclinable, and alfo able to reſolve me 


any 


bers for the en- 
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any velzon which I put to him, or had at any 
time before receiv*d. from. others. 11, obſcure 
terms, Now being intimate with, him, Tde- 
fired to know how long F-r2-/-2 had been one 
of, our Party, and whether he was really thg 
Author of. the Pamphler he brought to Sir W:l- 
liam.; and: wherein F-rg /--had done, or could 
do us any ſervice, he having been one who 
was always accounted one of King James's 


-Enemies, and ' came over with the preſent 


King: For my part, ſaid I, I rather believe 
him to be a Spie than a Friend, 

Mr. Hewet anſwer'd,that he had been a-con- 
ſiderable time of the Party, and had written 
ſeveral bitter and /atyrica! things againſt the 
Government, and at that time was forc*d to 
hide, by reaſon they ſuppoſed him to be. the 
Author of ſeveral Pamphlets lately publiſhed, 
which they: concluded to. be his by the Stile. 
Mr. Hewet then named to me a Dialogue be- 
tween the K, the E— of P—-, ana Madam V —, 
and Glenco's Caſe, with others which I have 
now forgot, written all by F-rg-/-z, as alſotle 
Pamphlet he then brought down. He further 
told me, there was but one beſides himſelt 
that knew where F-rg-ſ-alodg'd, that he never 
went out but in the night ; that if the Govern- 
ment found his Lodgings, they would find hum 
amidſt his Books and Papers, for;ſays he, he « 
always amriting. I _ Hemet how he came 
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to be intruſted by F-rg-ſ-», and for what rea- 
ſon. He told me that it was his Uncle who 
got F-rg-ſ-n reconciPd to the late Kang 3 and 
that they, mentioning his Uncle and himſelf, 
were the Perſons who diſperſed and fold his 
Books for him, And F-rg-ſ-» often order*d 
him to throw his Books into Noble-mens 
Houſes. That this was one way by which 
F-rg-ſ-n ſerv'd the late King, that being a 
Man of Intrigue and Intereſt, ſeveral Perſons 
made 'Terms by him with the late King, vvho 
vvould not truſt any other Perſon. Having 
' at this time this account of F-rg-ſ-», and of 

other Afairs, as particularly the manner and 


way of conveying of Letters to and from 


France by the private Boat, which vvere deli- 
ver'd here by his Uncle Holmes and himſelf ; 
the canting Names in which they were direQ- 
ed, being only known to them, he vvent on 
and told me, that he had both the Cart and 
 'Kyy to Colonel Fourtair's Letters, as well as 


of the Superſeription. He likewiſe promiſed 


to let me have one of the firſt Pamphlets that 
F-rg-f-z writ for the future; and if any -were 
vvritten before I came to Town, he vvould 
take care to ſend one down tome. TI gave him 
a Note how to vvrite to me, and took a Di- 
rection from him vvhere to find him vvhen I 
came to Lonadoy. He had ſo great a confidence 
in me, as to ſecyre himſelf in my Lodgings 
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when his Name was in the Proclamation, &c. 
The latter end of November, or the begin- 

ning of December following, I came to Town, 

and the very next day I went to ſee Mr. Hewer. 


I defired him to get me a private Lodging ; - 


he took me to a Barber*s Houſe in Kzpg-ſtreet 
Bloomsbary, and told me it was a private place, 
by reaſon there was a Back-door into Kyngs- 
gate Street, that look*'d only upon Stables and 
Coach-houſes. That the Landlord was a Pa- 
pift, and that F-rg-ſ-z had lodg'd there a con- 
ſiderable time. 'The man of the Houſe was 
very free to let- me have the Lodging ; 'and 
then asked Mr. Hewet, how the Gentleman did 
that lodg'd there before, to whom he ſo often 
came? I asked Hewet who that Gentleman 
was: He reply'd, it was Mr. F-rg-ſ-z, and 
that he took that Lodging for him ; and alſo 
was employ*d to take private Lodgings. for 
ſeveral other Perſons who came from Fraxce. 
Being confirmed by this Circumſtance, ' that 
Hewet was really employ'd by F-rg-f-n, I 
was alſo deſirous to be fully fatisfy'd whether 
Mr. Holmes his'Uncle, and himſelf, were re- 
ally the Perſons employ?d in receiving and de- 
livering out -the Letters as they came from 


France by the private Boat. 'T'o know the 
truth of - this, I viſited Mr. Holmes, with 


whomT came acquainted -at Sir William Par- 
kyns's Houſe, and who knew I was intruſted 
, | by 
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by Sir William in the Buſineſs of the * Deſcent 
then intended, and of the Tolowy Fleet's com- 
ing from Byeff, , We drank the Healths of the 
Commanders of that Fleet, and wiſh'd them 


a good Voyage. Mr. Holmes likewiſe knew 
that Sir lm ſent his Nephew Hewer to 


me, within two. or three days after I came to 
Town, to confult with, and: give-me Autho- 
rity to treat with, and perfwade Mr. Cr-v-x, 
now L—d Cr-—3,. to accept of a Lieutenanr 
ColonePs Command, who. was my great Ac- 
quaintance, and a Neighbour to. Sir W://;am in 
Warwickſhire. Tis true, F undertook tho Bu- 
ſineſs, rhat Sir Wiliavs might not be jealous of 
me, Hur did not preſs the matter much tothe 
Gentleman, that he might not engage. At 
this viſit Mr. Holmes and: I went to the Bear- 
Tavern in Holborn, where we took a Glaſs to- 
gerher : I daily drank- with him, and others, 
at that Tavern, and very often alone, By this 
means I ſoon was very intimate with him, and 
- ſhew'd hima Letter which I purpoſed to have 

' ſent to the Duke of Berwick, with whom I was 
acquainted, to beg the Favour of his Grace to 
intercede with the King to grant: me leave to 
come into France. I defired Mr. Holmes's O- 


—— 


* 7 was confirmed in the Buſmeſs of the Deſcent 
from My. Holmes, who alſo acquainted me with that "Mat- 
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pinion of the Letter, and how I might ſend it 
to the Duke. He correted the Letter for me, 
and told me that he would ſend it to Fraxce, 
Some time aſter I preſs'd him again to ſend my 
Letter, it being fairly written : he then rold 
me, we might ina little time ſee my Friend in 
England ; and if the Deſcext which was in- 
tended ſhould fail, he would then ſend it to 
France. I acquainted Hewet that I had ſhew*d 
his Uncle Holmes a Letter, which I delign'd to 
ſend tothe Duke of Berwick, and the Anſwer 
I receiv'd from him. Mewet reply*d, his Uncle 
was in the right, for a Deſcent would certainly 
be; but if I would have the Letter.ſent, he 
would put it into the Packet, and direct it in 
the Cat name himſelf. Now being fatisfy*d 
of the truth, that theſe two Perſons did con- 
vey the Letters to and from Fraxce ; and find- 
ing that what I had receiv'd from him relat- 
ing to other Afﬀairs was true, I ſct a great va- 


Jue upon him, and daily entertain'd him at 


Taverns, and often ſupply*d him with Money. 


By my careſſing of him in this manner, T 


knew what Company F-rg-/-z uſed, and at 
what Taverns hedrank, and upon what Sub- 

je& he was a writing, Cc. 
It muſt here be obſerved, that I never exaQt- 
ly knew where F-rg-/-n lodg*d, neither indeed 
id I preſs to know, left it might bring me 
under ſuſpicion, greater Afﬀairs being at this 
time 
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time in- agitation. In December, or the be- 
ginning of Faruary 1695. Mr. Hewet brought 


me a Book written by F-rg-ſ-2, relating to the 


Scots Eaſt-India Company; and acquainted me 
that he was then upon an extraordinary piece 
of Work, and ſo ſoon as it came out, I ſhould 
have one. In Jar.1695, Mr. Adamſon a Watch- 


maker in Holborn, a Papiſt, and ſince dead, 


with whom I dieted, told me, that F-rg-ſ- 
was writing a very ſharp Book ; that one Capt. 
V-rn-tte (who was accuſed for the Murder of 
Sir Edmond- Bury Godfrey) Mr. F-rg-ſ-ws great 
Companion, had promiſed him one of the 
Books ſo ſoon as they were printed : and ac- 
cordingly Capr. V-rn-iti did afterwards, as Mr. 
_ Adamſon inform'd me,give himone of F-rg-ſ-»'s 
Depredation Books. This ſtill confirm'd me to 
believe what Hewer had before told me of the 
ſaid Book. TI acquainted Mr. Hewet with what 
Capt. /V-rn-tti had told Mr. Adamſon, He re- 
ply'd, it was true, and that Capt. V-rz-rti was 
the other- Perſon, ' beſides himſelf, that Mr. 
F-rg-ſ-z confided in. By the way, if one is to 
judg of a Man by. the company he keeps, he 
may preſume to ſay Mr. F-rg-ſ-r is of the Red 


Letter ſtamp, his Confidents, and the Perſons 


he moſt intrufts being of that Perſwaſion ; and 
Thave been inform'd he hasnow a Son in Geroz 
who is a Prieſt, Hewet aſſured me that I 
ſhould have one of the firſt of the Depredatios 
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Books that was printed off, for he was to ſell 
them to make Money for F-rg-ſ-» ; and that 
his Uncle Holmes and he were allow*'d ſome 
Books for their trouble in diſpoſing of them. 
The truth of this IT did not doubt, by reaſon 
I receiv*d a little before a Liſt of what Ships 
were loſt and taken in the War from Mr. 


Holmes, ard he had ſeveral to diſpoſe of, and 


I ſuppoſe F-rg-ſ-» writ that. Within a few 
days after this, as T was walking with Mr. 
Hewet, he parted with mein Drury-laze,” and 
then told me he was going to F-rg-/-», and if 
any of the Books were printed, he would 
bring me one, if I would meet him in half 
an hour- at the Nags-head Tavern in James- 
ſtreet Covent-garden, According to his Pro- 
miſe he came, and brought with hifn one of. 
the Depredation Books, which he ſaid was 
written by Mr. F-rg-/-z, and that he juſt then 
receiv*d it from him, and it was correfed by 
him ; I paid him half a Crown, tho the price - 
they were ſold at was but eighteen Pence; 
which I thought - hard, having the ſame day 
paid twenty Shillings, to a Taylor for Hewet's 
uſe. | : | 
The ſaid Hewet ſold many of the Books, 
and gave ſome away by Mr. F-rg-/-z's order ; 
and {ome of the Books, as Hewet told me, were 
ſent to his Uncle Helmes's Houſe, and by him 
ſold and diſperſed, 
| Whilſt 
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Whilſt theſe, Books were ſelling, Mr. F-rg- 
Fn being ſharp, preſs'd Hewet for the Money. 
Upon his making complaint to me, I gave 
Hewet three or four Shillings to make up his 
Account with F-rg-/-», and in return he gave 
me another Book. The diſperſing and ſelling 
theſe Books was about the latter part of Janu- 
xry, and the beginning of Febraary 1695, I 
went with Hewet once into St. Martins-lane, 
when he carried a Book, as he told me, to one 
Mr. M-rr-y a Scots man, and a Tutor to the 
Lord: Kjnnoule a Papiſt: He acquainted 
me that M-my affifted F-rg-ſ-» with Mo- 
ney to print his Books. So that Hewet knew 
not only the Author, but alſo the Printer, 
and the Perſons who affiſted him with Mo- 
ney. He often told me that he had been a long 
time imploy'd in ſelling and diſperſing Libels, 
and that he, with one Canning a Bookſeller, 
diſpers'd the late King's Declarations. Here 
- are ſufficient Reaſons to believe F-rg-ſ'z to be 
the Author and Publiſher of the many Infa- 
mous Libels before-mention'd, and proof ſuF- 
ficient that Hewet was the diſperſer of them. 
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A fhort Account of what 7 have received 
from Mr. J. H. __ to Mayor 


Ewet told me, that he knew the Per- 

ſons in the Proclamation, +3z. Sir 
Go Barclay, Major Holmes, Chernock, Chains- 
bers, Boyſe, Knightly, Porter, Blair, &c. thac 
he was employ” to appoint meetings at Ta- 
verns, v#z. at the Nags-head Tavern ih Covent- 
Garden, &c. and frequently waited on Sir 
George Barclay, who was made a Major Gene- 
ral, and to be principal Commander in'the A. 
ſaffination. * | 


2. That he carried the Letters which came 
from Fraxce by the private Boat, and delivered 
the ſame to the L— 4rr—, Lord Ailsbary, 
Sir William Parkyns, Capt. Chernock, Sir F ” 
Friend, Capt. Ne, &c, 


. On Sandy the <th of January 95. Fewet 
tef ired me to go with him from my Lodgings 
in White-Hall to St. James's, to ſee what num- 
ber of Guards attended - the King. He took 
the number then, being about thirty, and ſaid, 

one 
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one of his Uncle Major Holmes's Tnſtruftions 
was, when he came from France, to know how 
the King was attended when he went abroad, 
intimating then the Deſizz upon —— 
That Major Holmes brought over Commiſh- 
ons, and he had ſeen Sir W:lliam Parkyns's 
Commiſſion for a Regiment, and that Sir John 
Friend was made a Colonel. ; 


4.: Hetold me, that he was at ſeveral Con- 
 ſultations when the Aſſaſſination was treated 
on, and knew of the Orders which were ſent 
from France on that account, and the number 
of the Perſons that were engaged in that hor- 
rid Dehgn. | | 


5, Hemet told me of the proviſion of Horſes 
and Arms which were to have been employ'd 
in executing that Execrable Deſign of aſſafſi- 
nating 'the King : that he was preſent with 
_ Major Holmes and Chernock when they went 
to buy Horſes; I was with Hewer, when he 
went to buy Saddles and Swords' for. that uſe 
on the 11h of February 1695.,. : + | 


6. He told me the place where..the Perſons 
were to quarter, in order to execute their bar- 
barous Deſign upon the King, 45%. at_or near 
to Turnham-greew. ' on 
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7. He told me that he carried out Tickets 
for quartering ſeveral of the Conſpirators ; 
and alſo carried Piſtols to ſeveral of the Aſſaſ- 
ſinators, and that they were to be made uſe 


of for that end. 


8. Hewet inform'd me on Saturday, the 224 
of Febraary 1695. that his Uncle Ho/mes called 
him up in the night to ſummon the Conſpira- 
tors to be ready, upon the Intelligence they 
expected from Chambers, their Spy at Kynſing- 
tor, of the King's going out to hunt. He 
further told me," that ſome of the Perſons 
who wereengag'd in the Aſſaſſination, were 
abſent that might from their Lodgings, being 
the 21/t of February 95. which was one rea- 
ſon the Conſpirators did not go out, and that 
they had receiv'd Intelligence the King would 
not hunt that day : and aſſur*d me, if the Par- 
ty had ſtirr'd out, he would have given me 
aotice according to his promiſe. 


9. That Chambers was particularly employ'd 


- togive Intelligence from Kynſingron. Hewes 


told me, that he ſuppoſed the Tweſdy follows 


| Ing vvould be the day. 


ro. Hewet inform'd me, that ſeveral of the 


| Confpirators were allow'd five Guineas per 


Month ; and Major Homes his Uncle, and 
M Sir 
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Sir George Barclay diſpoſed of the late King's 
Money here; and they bought up Horſes ; and 
that he had receiv'd but one Guinea from them. 


11. Hewet told me it vvas debated by ſome 
of the Aſſaſſinators, Whether he ſhould be 
one of their. Number ? and it vvas agreed he 
ſhould be one, and ſaid, It was no Sin to kill 
the P. of O.. 


12. Hewet declared to me, that he vvas to 


- be a Cornet to Sir William Parkyas ; and he 


knew of ſeveral that did affiſt vvith Horſe 
and Arms, and contribute Money, Particu- 
larly one Captain Cy—pps did depoſite between 
two .ard three hundred Pounds into Sir-W;1- 
liam Parkyns's hands; and that the ſaid Cr—pps 
vvas to be a Captain in Sir William Parkyns's 
Regiment. 


13. Hewet attended F-rg-ſ-, and delared to 
me that F-rg-/-z knew of the Deſign upon the 
King's Life; and that F-rg-/-z declared he 
vvould oart himſelf to meet the late King at 
his. Landing, &c. 


14. The ſaid Hewet went with a Preſent of 
two French counterfeit Pearl Necklaces, from 
his Uncle Major Holmes to Mr. Roettier in the 
Tower, together vvith a Meſſage from his ſaid 

Uncle 
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Uncle to Mr. Roettter, to bring or ſend to him 
ſome-Deys from the Tower, to be ſent to France 
to the late King, to coin ſome MilPd Money 
to,pay his Army with when he landed in Ezg- 
land. And the ſaid Hewer told me that the 
ſaid Roertier would bring to his Uncle ſome 
* Deys to be ſent to France : this was about the 


10th or 11th of January 1695, 


Sir, T will trouble you no more at this time, 
by reaſon I fear T have too much treſpas'd on 
your Patience: I have given you matter of 
Fatt, which is convincing ; that you may ſee 
what I have received from him was never 

bliſh*'d in any Coffee-Houſe Papers. It had 

een impoſſible for Mr. Hewet to have diſco- 
ver'd them to me from time to time, as that 
horrid Plot was in Agitation, or to have gueſs d 
particulars, unleſs he had been intruſted and 
privy to the deepeſt Secrets. Not one of 
the King's Evidence have as yet made a more 
ample Diſcovery than is contained 1n the a- 
foreſaid Accounts ; by which it is apparent he 
was particularly imploy*d and intruſted by his 
two Uncles, Major Holmes, and Mr. Holmes, 


* Note, that a Buſineſs of this nature was charged up- 
on My, Roettier, to be near the time I gave in the ac- 
count of the Deys, which was examined in Parliaments a- 


bove a year after, : 
M 2 and 
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and alſo by Sir George Barclay and Sir William 
Parkyns, &c. othervviſe he could never have 
been Maſter of ſo great Secrets. T vvill give 


you an undeniable inſtance that Sir William 


Parkyns confided in Hewer, Immediately after 
the Plot broke out, and that Sir William hid, 
he came to Hewer, and gave him ewenty Gut- 
neas, and a Letter for him to carry into the 
Country to his Lady. And when Hewet was 
{cized, I remember a Letter. was found in his 
Pocket from'the Lady Parkyns to Sir William. 
Hewet acquainted me with his Commiſſion, 
and ſFewed me the Gold he was to give my. 
Lady. Moreover, Hewert was at many of their 
Conſultations, and was imploy'd by the Con- 
ſpirators to appoint Meetings for ſeveral of that 
Infernal Crew, to meet, and conſult upon the 
Methods to put in execution their helliſh in- 
tended Deſign. And ſome of the Conſpira- 
tors at their Execution have declared them- 
ſelves to this effect, to endeavour to clear the 


_ reſt of the Jacobize Fation from the aſperſion 


of being thought privy to that horrid Delign 
of aſla(ſinating the King, viz. That no oze knew 
of it, but ſuch perſons who were attually ingag'd to 
put the ſame in Execution. This 1s an extrg- 


_ orginary circumſtance to believe that Mr, F. H. 


was one of the Conſpirators, and therefore 
able to give me a. clear jnſight into thoſe 
Grand Affairs, which I daily received from o- 

| thers 
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thers in obſcure terms, Now I ſuppoſe you 
will obje&. 


x. Objeition. Since you are ſatisfied of the 
truth of Mr. Hewet's being intrufted and im- 
ploy*'d by Mr. F-rg-/-», by his giving you an 
account of ſeveral Libels which F-rg-ſ-» had 
written, and upon what SubjeCt he was a wri- 
ting ; and being confirm'd in that matter by 
F. H. bringing you a Pamphlet intituPd the 
Depredation Book, as he receiv*d it from F-r- 
2-ſ-w*s own hand : Why did you not then,being 
imploy'd by the Government to make Diſco- 
veries, givea ſpeedy Account of the ſaid Book 
to a Secretary of State ? 

Anſwer. I gave notice toa Secretary of State, 
that I had entered into an acquaintance with 
one that attended F-rg-/-2, who was writing a 
ſcurrilous Pamphlet againſt the Government ; 
and that ſo ſoon as it was printed, 1 ſhould have 
one,and I would ſend it to him. The very next 
day after I received the Pamphlet called the 
Depredation Book from Mr. J. H. .I ſent it 
ſealed up in a Cover, with a Letter to the 
Secretary; and in that Letter I mentioned, I 
have herewith ſent a. Pamphlet written by 
Uncle, as the Party call him, that is F-rg-ſ-n. 
I refer for confirmation to my Original -Let- 
ters now in the Lords Houſe, lodg*d there in 
the Month of Jazaary 1696, or to my Me- 


moIrs, 


22 A Charafter of R. F. exc. 


-0irs, Which contain exa&t Copies of thoſe 
Letters. Vid. pag, 92. 


2, Objeft. When Mr. F-rg-ſ-z and Hewet | 
were both. in Cuſtody after the Diſcovery of 
the Plot: Why did not you then confront 

| H.and F. both together, and put ſuch Que- 
ſtions to them as concern'd the ſaid Book ? 

Anſwer. Within a day or two after F-rg-ſ-1 
was in Cuſtody, I went to the Secretaries Of- 
fice, and defired to confront them both to- 

. gether; and writ a Letter to'that effe&t, 'and 
fent it 1n to the principal Ckrk of the Office. 
I receiv'd no Commands in that Aﬀair. Yd. 
Copy of that Letter in my Memoirs, in the 
Month of March 1695. | "—o. 


'3. Obje, Why did not you give in the 
aforeſaid Accounts relating to the Plot, into the 
Secretary's Office from time to time, as you 

_ received them from Hewet and others, whilſt 
the Plot was in Ag#tation ? 

Anſwer. 1 gave in the aforeſaid Accountsto 
a Miniſter in the Government from time to 
time, as they came to my knowledg, during 
the time that moſt execrable Plot was in ags- 
zation. Vid. the original Letters now in the 
Lords Houſe, or inmy Memoirs. | 


4. * Objett. 


XUM 


XUM 


A Charafter of R. F.. @c. 23 


4. Objef#. When Hewet was in Cuſtody, 
why did not you confront him, and put 1n 
Interrogatories to examine him upon ? 

Anſwer, T did confront the ſaid Hewer, and 
drew up Interrogatories to examine him, and 
charg*d them upon him. Y74. the Interr. in my 
Memoirs in the Month of March 1695. 


Sir, if you have any thing more to object, 
or deſire to have a particular account of what 
I received from Sir William Parkyns, Chernock, 
Holmes, Lea the late King's Meſſenger, Capt. 
Stow, and others, I refer you to my Memorrs, 
which I hope will give you full ſatisfaCtion. 
For therein you will find that I have not been 
wanting in any part of a good Intelligencer : 
And that I have not put the Government to 
any conſiderable expence, having received but 
eighty pound from. the D— of S—, and they 
have now Arms lodg'd in the Tower, which 
were. ſeized purely by my Diſcovery, of a far 
greater value, 1 give you this Hint, by which 
you may judg, that I muſt have runmy ſelf in 
debt in this ſervice, ſince I have receiv*d ſo 
little. It is true I had a Quarterly allowance 
ſettled, and a promiſe made, that mot only my 
Expences ſhould: be defray'd, but my ſelf well re- 


warded and ſettled for the future, How well 
that 
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chat has beenperform'd, I preſume you are 
not unſenſible. I am, 


S TI R, 


Your moſt Humble Servant, &c. 
Feb. r69;. | 


"Hh 


FJ 
Pi 


THEEND. © | 


 ERRATA. 


Pe. 64. lin re; read Hertfordſhire. P, 84. 1. wlt.r. Jan. 136. 
| 95. P. 1x32, 1. 15. for perr- $70. P. 155.1. 8. r, given in- 
P. 4 of the Charadter, L "_ Ie C_, 
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ſeiz'd purely by my Diſcovery, ' of a far 


greater Value, 

-5. At this Meeting my L-— D-ke, but 
more particularly Mr. Y—, preſs*d me for 
Hewet, who was one of my Intelligencers, 
that they might have him ; I told them I could 
not ſpare him as yet, but promis'd IT would 
be .anſwerable for him, and they were con- 
tented. 


It may here be obſerv'd, that the Arms which 
T diſcover'd were not found in that part of 
the Houſe T direted to ; they were removed 
to owe Mr. Hey wood's at Callidown: and 
zt was but reaſonable to believe they would be 
remov'd, when a Proclamation was iſſued 
out againſt Sir William. But the ſame 
quantity of Arms were returwd from Cal- 
lidown, azd buried by the Servants under 
a Garden Wall of Sir William Parkyns's 
Houſe in Warwickſhire, and were there 

 » found and ſeized, -and, as I am inforn”d, are 

i mow in his Majeſty's Stores in the Tower. 
This fully demonſtrated the intended In- 
aurreftion not only to have been at that time, 

but likewiſe that it was intended, if matters 
had been agreed, at the time when I firſt diſ- 
covered them, Sir William at his Trial 
confeſſes 


| 
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confeſſes that thoſe Arms had been there near 


iwo years. | 

The Inſurre&tion or #ntended Invaſion has 
not been more evidently ad circumſtan- 
tially prov/d, than by my diſcovering thoſe 
Arms, which Diſcovery 1s purely owing 
ro me, 


General Paſſages. 


* I daily ſent to the Office, to know if they 
had any Commands for me, or any matter to 
inquire into that I could give an account of, 
What I was at any time asked, I let them 
know; and I was well receiv*d. | 

On Sunday the firſt of March T waited on 
Mr. V— at his Houſe ; where he rold me that 
my L—d D—ke very much deſired Hewe?. 
Take my word, Sr, ſaid I, you ſhall have him. 
I then gave him Inſtructions to ſeize him, and 
accordingly he was tak-n the next day. 

Mr. YV— expreſsd himſelf thus : Szr, 
you ſee what care we rake to conceal you. TI 
thank'd him, and rold him I would never de- 
fire any Preferment from the King, that I 
might for ever ſerve him; being confident, 
if I had a ſufficient Support for Intelligence, 
to break the neck of all ſucceeding Plots. Szr, 
the Diſcovery of this Plot hath been of great 
ſervice to the King, as _ as the P—_ 
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his Life. And now if this Plot be rightly ma- 
naged, it will ſettle the King very firmly in his 
Throxe. T then defired him to give my Duty 
to his Gr-ce, and let him know that he ſhould 
have Hewet, and that I never failed him in my 
Promiſe. - 


It is to be obſer'd that T never had an fee 
louſy, but that the Kjng knew of all my 
Proceedings ; and ſo T did not preſs to wait 
on his M:jeſty as yet. 


Aﬀter Hewet was taken, Mr. / — then de- 
fired me to draw up Interrogatories to examine 
him upon: which I did as followeth. Hewer 
was taken about the 34 of March 1695. 


Interrogat. per John Hewet, Nephew to Mr. 
Holmes, axd to Major Holmes. 
e 


1. Whether the ſaid Hewer does know the 
Perſons mention*d jn the Proclamation, viz, 
Sir George Barclay, Cheraock, Holmes, Porter, 
&c. and alſo whether he hath not been im- 
ploy*d by them to appoint Meetings at Ta- 
verns, and carry them Letters to and from 
France a+ otren as they were brought over by 
the privaze Boat ? 


2, Whe- 
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2. Whether he was not at ſeveral Conſul- 
tations, when Orders were brought from 
France to aſſaſſinate the King, ar to carry him 


off ? 


}. Whether he does know of the Proviſion 
that was made for the executing that horrid 
Deſign, as the buying Horſes, Saddles, and o- 
ther Furniture ; and who were the perſons con- 
tributing or aſſiſting in the Expence, and in 
keeping the Horſes ? 


4. Whether he did know the Time and Place 
to act or perform the horrid Crime of aſſaſſ- 


nating the King ? 


5, Whether he was not the Perſon that car- 
ried out the Tickets for quartering the Perſons, 
and the Arms to each perſon concern'd in the 
aforemention'd intended Act ; and how it came 
to paſs that Saturday the Day reſolv*d on to put 
their evil Deſign in execution, went off, and 
was deferrd till another day, when the King 
went out to hunt or ſhoot ; and whether one 
Chambers did not lodg at Ke»ſington, to give 
notice from time to time of the Day the King 
was to hunt? | 


I ;Z 6. Whe- 


Cad "xy yrs errno ang os oy 


| 
3B 
| 
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6. Whether he knew of the Duke of Ber- 
witk*s being in Town, and whether Sir George 
Barclay was made a Major General by Com- 


- miſſion from the late King, and to command 


as the principal Actor or Commander in the 
Horrid Deſign ? 


7. Whether he does know the Names of the 
Perſons who have received Commiſſions from 
France, as Colonels, Lieutenant Colonels, Cap- 
tains ?. &c. 


$8. Whether he does know where Horſes 
and Arms are concealed, that were for the 
putting in execution that Horrid Deſign, and 


| alfo to go in to the Freach, had there been 


an /rvaſion? 


9. Whether he does know what Money 


_ was paid weekly or monthly to ſeveral of the _ 


Aſafſinators, and who bought the Horſes for 


them who had not Money of their own? 


\ He muſt be told of ſome Perſons, as that they 


have confeſſed theſe things : for he carried 
the Letters to Perſons w 4 Quality, Gentle- 


men, &C. 


Aiter 
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After this I put in ſeveral Inſtructions and 
Interrogatories to examine Capt. Srow. In a 
little time I did not find the Reception I expect- 
ed : I went to viſit the D—ke, who was ei- 
ther ill or buſy. | And then IT writ the follow- 
ing Letters, to know if there was any Com- 


mands for me, 


To Mr, V--- 


S IT R, 
Was laſt night to wait on you ; and if 
you have any Commands, I am at the 
Back-ſtairs. T beg a time to be fix'd, that I 
may wait on my L—d D—ke: I afſure you, 
I am very uneaſy, until I pay my Duty to his 
Gr-ce. "This I'may venture to ſay, I have 
done nothing to deferve a Slight: what T 
have done may be of great ſervice. I haveal- 
ways faid, it I was to wait on the King, I 
can and will juſtify what IThave done. Iam, 


$7 


March 6. 


95. Your, &«. 


I 4 May 
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May it pleaſe your Gr-ce ; 

Now think with my ſelf, Tam like a Man 

that has beat the Baſh, and loſt the Game ; 
for I do not find that kind uſage I expeCted, but 
{light. I cannot believe it procceds from any 
thing but your Gr-ce?s great hurry in Buſineſs : 
Nothing can give me ſatisfaQtion, bur the li- 
berty to wair on your Gr-ce to juſtify what I 
have done. This I am ſure of, that nothing 
I haveeither ſaid or done, bur hath ina great 
meaſure prov'd true. And I have been the 
firſt Intelligencer, and nothing could have ap- 
pear'd otherwiſe, if my Meaſures had been 
taken; therefore I humbly beg that I may 
have liberty to wait on your Gr-ce. I have 


run my felf in debt to ſerve his Majeſty ; 


and a Settlement, T hope, will not be denied 
me, that I may be for ever ſerviceable. Iam 
ſure, my L—d D—ke, 1: 1s not in your na- 
ture to beunkind to me, who have been truly 
juſt, by the ##mely notice I have given, as will 
appear by my Letters : and (rho to the preju- 
dice of my own Femily) I muſt be. cruſlyd, 
if I do net wait on the King to know his Plea- 
| ſure, and what T may depend on, Whatever 
is further necefſary for me to do, that I may 
not be known, I am ready to do when requ- 
red, that may be of ſervice, I humbly give 


your 
- 
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your Gr-ce moſt hearty thanks for the Secrecy 
I have hitherto met with. _T beg to know by 
Mr, /—to morrow when I may waiton your 
Gr-ce. Iam, 


\ 
\ 


| Your Gr-ce's 
March 7. 1695. 


Moſt, ec. 


Immediately after I had ſent the aforeſaid 
Letter into the Office, finding that I was like 
to receive no Commands that night, I retired 
to my Lodging, which then was in Red-Lyoz- 
Square, I had not been very long at home, 
betore I heard a great knocking at the Door, 
and a mighty noiſe of People : the Gentlewo- 
man of the Houſe, upon enquiry into the oc- 
calion of ſo much thandering at her Door, 
ſoon found that there was a Meſſenger and ſeve- 
ral Soldiers, with a Conſtable, who demanded 
entrance into the Houle ; ſhe came and con- 
ſulted me in it ; I adviſed her to open the Door : 
So ſoon as the Door was open, there ruſbed 
into my Room a Meſſenger and ſeveral Soldiers, 
with: Swords and Piſtols in their hands ; rhe 
Meſſenger told me that he was order'd to ſeize 


me, and immediately ſearch*d my Pocketsand 


the Room for Papers: i was very much fſur- 


prized at the thing, and reaſon'd the Afair 


with the Meſſexger, and-let himknow that he 
mult be under ſome miſtake, tor I was not-a 
man 


ed not have been this trouble to oblige me ; I 
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man in the leaſt ſuſpeted, and that the laſt 


place I came from was the Secretary's Office. 


"The Meſſenger replied that he was under no 


miſtake ; for he was order*d to ſeize. one Cap- 
tain Smith, who lodg*d in that Houſe. Since 
you ſay ſo, ſaid I, to ſhew you that IT am not 
afraid of any thing, I will ſeal up thoſe Pa- 
pers you have got, and ſubſcribe my Name upon 
them : you muſt be miſtaken in your Man ; 
for there is another Capt. Smith, who lives 1a 
a Street near this Square. The Meſſenger per- 
ceiving that T was no ways daunted, concluded 
T was not the Man. He leaves a Guard of 
Soldiers upon me, and then went to ſearch 
for the other S-9ith whom he ſoon found ; then 
the Meſſenger was... pleaſed to take off my 
Guard, and ſent back my Papers. The next 


| day I went down to Whitehall, to ſecure my 


Papers in my Lodgings there from the. like 
attempt, leſt T might again be ſo raffled. I 
dined at Whztehall (it was on Sunday: ) when 
I was at dinner,the Meſſenger came to me again, 
and told me I was the right Smith ; that the 
other was ſet at liberty, and I muſt z»/taztly 
go to the Office : when I came there, 1 asked 
the reaſon why I was thus uſed ; I zever hid, 
but either came, or daily ſent to know their 


Commands. At laſt it was told me that T 


muſt confront Hewet : Is this all ? there need- 


am 
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am always ready to ſerve the King ; pray dif- 
charge me out of Cuſtody, and I will attend 
youat your hour. "The Meſſenger was diſmiſt, 
and I was order'd to attend at fix in the even- 
ing: Which Idid, and confronted Hewer up- 
on the foregoing Izterrogatories. . 


General Paſſages. 


1, After I had confronted Hewet, and un- 
derſtood Mr. Ferguſon was taken, T then de- 
fired, by Letter ro Mr. Y—;, dated the 9h 
of March, to confront Hewet with Ferguſon 
before the Council; Hewert having been Ferga- 
ſon's diſperſer of his Books, and knew moſt 
of his Concerns. I receiv*d no anſwer in that 
Aftair, 


2. When TI put in Izterrogatories to exa- 
mine Captain Stow, Mr. Y— asked me if I 
would confront him ? I reply'd, I was wil- 


ling, provided the D-ke delired it. 


2. When Sir William Parkjns was condem- 
ned, I deſired Mr. Y— to let me have an Qr- 
der to viſit him, by reaſon I thought it might 
he for the King's Service, He made me an- 
{ſwer, that there was an Order that his Relations 
might ſee him. When I waited on the Lady 

, Parkyns, 
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Parkyns, in order to ſee Sir William, ſhe told 
me, that notwithſtanding the General Order 
for his Relations to ſee him, there was a pri- 


vate cne to the contrary, and no one could ſee 
him but her ſelf. 


4. I then went to the D— of S to beg 
Jeave, and alſo to back a Petition which his 
Grace the Duke of Norfolk was pleaſed to pro- 
miſe me to preſent to his Majeſty, that Sir 
Willian's Relations might have leave .to ſee 
him ; alledging therein, that it would be for 
the King's Service. 


Mr. Y— acquainted me, that my L—d 
D— was ill, and that it was not convenient 
for me to appear in the matter. I anſwer'd, 
that T was ſure ir would be for his Majeſty's 
Service, for by this means I could get a direct 
Intelligence from France, TI could not obtain 
It. | 


A Copy of that Letter which I ſent to his Gr-ce, 


which occaſion'd Mr..\ — to come to me. 


May it pleaſe your Grr-ce ; 

FT Do in the humbleſt manner beg I may be 
admitted to your Gr-ce's preſence, and 

that immediately ; and I doubt not but _ 
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T have to offer will be pleaſing. My Credit is 
low with the Male-contents, and now an op- 
portunity offers it ſelf, whereby I' may reco- 
ver my Credit, | and for ever have a good Cor-- 
reſpondence direaly from France. One of 
the things I have to propoſe, I doubt not but 
to get it ſeconded by the Duke of Norfolk ; 
which if granted, will give the Party no jea- 
louſy of me, having had the honour to know 
his Grace for many Years. 


I am, 
March 30. *Your Gr-ce's 
1696. 
Moſt, ec. 


The Lady Parkyrs apply*d her ſelf to me, 
by order of Sir H/iltiam, to deſire me to ſolli- 
cite the Duke, of Norfolk to get him a Re- 
prieve ; which cis plain ſhews he 'had no jea- 
louſy of me : I told this to Mr. Y—, I cannot 
omit in this place to acquaint the Reader with 
whar Zeal that molt Noble Duke efſpouſ- 
ed this Af/air, when I told him that I was in 
hopes that a Reprieve, and liberty for his Re- 
lations to ſee him, might probably work upon 
Sir William's [Temper to make an ingenuous 
Corfeſſion, which would be greatly for the 
King's 
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King's Service. The thoughts of that ſo a»i- 
mated his Grace, that he {hew*d himſelf ve- 


. ry aQtiveand ready, and nothing was wanting 


on his part. 


Aſter many Letters, and a moſt tireſome at- 
tendance, I ſaw the D— of S by 
chance. Upon my making application 
to him, I received only this Anſwer, 
That he had been very kind to me already, 
I anſwer'd, that I had not yet receiv'd 
any Kindneſs. | 


OBSERYATTITONS. 


Before the laſt time when I waited on the 
D— of S——, I ſhew'd my late Colonel the 
Duke of Norfolk ſome of my Letters which 


- concerned the Plot ; they were thoſe which 


diſcover the whole Delign, v:z. the Letter 
which mentions.the Perſons Names, and the 


manner of putting the ſaid horrid Deſign in 


exccution. Upon which his Grace was infi- 
nitely pleaſed, when he found I had been ſo 
faithful and ſerviceable to his Majeſty and his 
Government ; and very much wonder'd that 
T was not preſented to the King. I told him 
that the D— of S—— was full of buſineſs, 
and humbly begg*d his Grace would be pleaſed 

; to 
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to do me that Favour: His Grace was pleaſ- 
ed to ſay he would; but firſt order'd me to 
wait on the D— of S-—, to know when 
his Gr-ce would introduce me-to the King's 
Preſence, and that if his Gr-ce's Buſineſs did 
not permit him time, that the Duke of Nor- 
folk would do me that honour. In obedience 
to this advice, IT waited on the D— of S$ 
but could get no opportunity to ſpeak to him 
fully of my Buſineſs, and only receiv'd the 
Night Anſwer before related, | 

When TI acquainted the Duke of Norfolk 
what Anſwer [I had receiv'd, his Grace was 
amazed to find me fo ill uſed for ſo great Ser- 
vices: his Grace was pleaſed to give me the 
ſeaſonable advice to preſerve my Papers, and 
to make an Intereſt with the Earl of Portland, 
the Earl of Rumrey, or Mr. Keppell now Earl 
of Albermarle, and his Grace would ſecond an 
one of them, and give an account of me. ; 
waited on Mr.Keppel! to ſollicite him todeliver 
to the King the following Letter, together 
with a Copy of my Letters of the 14th and 
19th of February 1695. which related to the 
Plot. My Lord Albermarle took the Letters ; 
but the next day when I waited on him again, 
he returned them, and told me that it was 
then too late, for the King was a going within 
a day or two to Flander-. 


What 


144 Memoirs of 


What paſſed between the Right Honourable the 
. then Earl of Monmouth Lord of the Bedcham- 
ber in waiting, and my ſelf upon this occaſion, 
need not be repeated here, ſince the Reader may 
find it in the Introduttion. 


A (ofy of that Letter which ws intended 
for the Kang. 


To the King's moſt Excellent Majeſty. 


May it pleaſe your Majeſty ; | 

Aving had the honour to command in 

IWinaſor-Caſtle, when your Majeſty 
firit came into Erg/and, and to ſerve your Ma- 
jeſty asa Captain under his Grace the Duke of 
Norfolk, in the Regiment he raiſed for your 
Majeity's Service : And being related to ſome, 
and acquainted with others whom I juſtly 
ſuſpected to be your Majeſty's Enemies, I 
have, as in Duty bound, endeavour'd to dive 
into the deepeſt of their Deſigns ; and accord- 
. ingly have given an account of their Proceed- 
ings for fifteen months paſt, to his Gr-ce the 
D— of S——, your Majeſty's Principal Se- 


| cretary of State, As for inſtance, How they 
had provided Arms in December 1694. and the 
Place where they were concealed. I have di- 
|  ligently 
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ligently traced their Motions ever ſince, and 
acquainted his Gr-ce with them gradually, and 
particularly of their Deſign againſt your Ma- 
jeſty*s Perſon ; and the Names of thetn that 
were to have been Principal Afors therein, as 
will appear by the two Letters IT have incloſed, 
which I ſent to/his Gr-ce. I likewiſe hinted 
to his Gr-ce to feize the Arms that were con- 
cealed in Warwickſhire for the Invaſion, I have 
ſeveral other matters of »2oment to offer to. 
your Majeſty's conlideration, whenever your 
Majeſty pleaſes to command my attendance, 
I am now ruin'd by contraQting Debts for In- 


_ telligence, ( having receiv*d but eighty pounds 


from his Gr-ce) unleſs your Majeſty will be 
graciouſly pleaſed to grant me your proteCti- 
on, and ſuch a Support as I may not become a 
ſcorn to your Majeſty's Enemies, | 
That your Majeſty may have a long and 
proſperous Reign, ſhall be the daily Prayer of 
him, that humbly begs to know your Maje- 
oy Pleafure; and leave to ſubſcribe him- 
elf, | 
Your Majeſty's 
April 30. | = | | 
1696. Moft humble, &c, 


Os the 19th of May 1 writ the following Let- 


tir to hy Gj-c2 the D— of $S: for mj 


Penſion 3 


that I ſhall make it my buſineſs zo circumvent 
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Penſion; and TI receiv'd Anſwer, that he 
would ſee me the next morning. According 
to command Þ went to wait on his Gr-ce, and 
then was order'd to attend him as the next 
day at nine in the morning, - In obedience 
fo that order I went again, which was on 
the 21ſt of May 1696, After I had ſent 
up my Name, Mr. V— came to me, and 
took me with him into an inner Parloar. 
The Minutes of that Day are inſerted after 
the Letter to his Gr-ce. 


May it pleaſe your Exc-ll-cy ; 
Aving received many Aſſurances of 
the continuance of your Gr-ce's Fa- 


- vour and Protection, I am emboldened hum- 


bly to beg your Exc-Il-cy will order me zhat 
quarterly Allowance you were pleaſed by your Let- 
to aſſure me of, T cannot doubt but your 
Exc-ll-cy will protect me from becoming a 
Scorn and Derifion to his Majeſties Ene- 
mies, which my preſent' Neceſſities will ex- 
poſe me to, withour your Exc-ll-cy's imme- 
diate Aſſiſtance, having ſpent my All in en- 
Ceavouring fo prevent that fatal Stroke de-. 
fignd againſt his Majeſty's Perſon and Go- 
vernment. And I aflure your Exc-lIl-cy ( be- 
ing greater with the Party now than ever) 


CT T—— 
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all their future Endeavoars, and give your 
Exc-ll:cy frequent Accounts of ſuch Intrigues 
and Cabals as they are hereafter engag'd in, 
that I may ever juſtly entitle my ſelf to the 
honour of being 


Your Exc-ll-cy's 
May 19. ; 
I 6 96 5 Moſt, Fc, 


The Minates with Mr. V—, at hi Gr-ce the 
D— of $S Houſe, May 21. 1696, 


1. Mr. Y— told me, that he wonder'd at 
2 coming there. T anſwer'd, that I came 
by appointment from the D-ke to receive 
his Gr-ce's Anſwer to my Letter. He was 
pleaſed to ſay, that he had heard it diſcours'd 
that I intended to accuſe the D-ke; as alſo 
that T had declar'd, that 1 was the firſt Perſon 
that aiſcover'd the Plot ; and as if the D-ke 
went out of Town upon 1t, and kept the mat- 
ter concealed, and never acquainted the King 
with it. And that he beltev'd I now came not 
out of love or reſpeC&t to the D-ke, or with 
any intention to continue my Friendſhip, and 
adviſed me to have a care, for the D-ke was a 
greaf Man: | 
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2, In anſwer, I confeſsd I did declare I 
was the firſt Intelligencer of Afairs for fifteen 
months, and that I told it to a Perſon in the 
Government, one whom TI underſtood to be a 
Zealot for it : Andat the ſame time I gave him 
ſome Inſtructions to take Sir George Barclay 
and Major Holmes. But I did not pretend to 
accuſe the D-ke ; then believing that his Gr-ce 
only concealed me according to promiſe, that 
I might not be expoſed by being an Evidence. 
And I did not declare my ſelf till after I was 
confronted with Hewer, and he was not re- 
ſtrain'd from writing, 


3. Mr. /Y— told me, T had induftriouſly 
left Copies of Papers in my Cloſet, with a De- 
ſign they might be taken on purpoſe to expoſe 
his Gr-ce ; and that T cold not expect great 
matters upon ſuch uſage, and that I had a de- 


 fgnto accuſe his Gr-ce. And then threaten'd 


me, and very much queſtion'd me, whether 
T did not make it my buſineſs to expoſe his 
Gr ce; that he had heard of ſuch a Reporr. 
Put the D-ke, he ſaid, did not believe I would 
deal ſo by him. And then run on to leſſen my 
Services, as that I had only a dim ſight of 


*things, and they could never make any thing 


of my Letters. 


4. In 
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4. In anſwer to the Papers which were left 
in my Cloſet ; I acquainted him that I had 
been hunted: from Lodging to Lodging, and 
my Circumftances were very hard to be leſt 
unprovided, and expoſed to all Dangers. The 
Landlord of the Houſe where I lay, when he 
underſtood I was Nephew to Sir Will;am 
Parkyns, told me and my Servant, that there 
were Warrants out againſt me, and that fo 
dangerous a Man muſt not lodg there. When I 
went away to avoid being taken, I took with 
meall or moſt of my Papers; and it was un- 
known to me that any were left behind. As 
to his Threats, I told him I did not value them, 
declaring that they had undone me for ſerving 
the Government. I am a Gentleman, conti- 
nued I, and do not ſtand in fear of any Duke 
or Lord in Chriſtendom ; for what I have done 
is honeſt and juſt. I have ſery*'d the King 
from the firſt faithfully ; -and at the rate I am 
uſed, no Prince hereafter will have any Perſon 
to ſerve him. And ſince you have undone 


.me, I do not value Life or Liberty : Of all the 


men in the World, I did not expett ſuch uſage 
from the D-ke, for whom I have always had 
a profound honour and reſpect, and {till have. 
As to an Accuſation, I aſſured him, TI never 
intended it, which evidently appeared by my 
making this freſh Application to him : and 

K 2} wit 
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what IT had writ for was bat what T had his hayd 
for. Then as to my Services, I told Mr. /— 
that what I had done was moſt valuable, as be- 
ing the earlieſt, and that T aQted purely for 
the preſervation of the Nation. What others 
have done did not proceed from a good Prin- 
ciple, but upon agus and fear of each other. 
And laſtly, as to my din ſighted Letters, I pre- 
ſumed they were as plain and as full to be 
underſtood as thoſe Chairs are known to be 
«Chairs (I then pointed to the Chazrs 1n the 
Room.) 

As firſt $T have traced the matter down to 
the time, both as to the Deſcexr, and alſo 
the intended Aſſaſſination; and I gave an ac- 
count on the fiith of January, that T was em- 
ploy'd to know the number of Guards, and to 
geta Liſt ol theForces, and Colonels names, &c, 
And I further told him that I perſozally ac- 
quainted my L—d D--ke of the Deſign againſt 
the King on the tenth of February in the Room 
above, (pointing to the Room.) 

Szr, continued I, you cannot forget the Let- 
ter that ccntains the whole Deſign ; as that it 
was concluded to be put in execution with | 
the firſt opportunity. The Perſons Names, 
(viz. Sir George Barclay, Major Holmes, Capt. - 
Chernock, Porter, Chambers and Boyſe, with 
an &c. and their Tiles, You cannot for- 
get this; which Mr. /— did own. Szr, I 
am better vers'd in the Afﬀairs of the World 

ws than 
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than to be ſo much a fool to write ſuch a 
Letter, and ſign it too, if T could not have 
made it out ; if the Secretary did not belicve 
it, he ſhould have puniſhed me : you cannot 
but own that I have writ nothing but what 
is come to paſs, &c. | 


5. Mr. /— told me that Sir William Par- 
kyns and Chernock, &c, did not truſt me. 
That is apparently otherwiſe, faid I, for 
how could I have given an Account of the 
Arms ſo long ago, and ſince that of the Journey 
to Leiceſter ? Beſides, T was the only Perſon at 
the concealing the. Arms, &*c. and I was em- 
ploy'd by Sir W:{iam to treat with Mr. Cr-v-7 
to accept a Lieut. Colonel's Command. 
As to Mr. Chernock, he was my School- 
fellow and great Acquaintance ; and don't my 
Letters to the D-ke declare that Chernock was 
to buy my Horſe, Furniture? &c. If it was 
doubted, why was it not enquired into then ? 
| ' Laſtly, as to my appearing as an Evidence, 
I my Agreement was to the contrary, and 1 
# was not deſired to be a Witneſs, I further 
| told him that the Arms which were ſeized 
| in Warwickſhire were exact in number, ac- 
| cording to the account which I gave in fif- 
4 teen Months before, when I moved tor the 
| ſeizing of them; and thoſe Arms, faid I, you 


now have. 
| | K 4 6. Aﬀer 


+ 
We WO EI WI WG VT II O79 RP YI IN 


UMI 


152 Memoirs of 


6. After T had argued Afﬀeairs in all Particu- 
lars, ſtanding upon the merits of my Services, 
he was pleaſed to repeat again the Accuſa- 
tion, and my Obligations to the D-ke, and 
whether TI was not upon ſome Deſign, and 
told me again that he heard ſuch a Report. I 
then deſired Mr. Y— to tell me what he had 


heard in the plaineſt ſenſe, and what I had 


done I would own. He repeated the matter 
as before related, and I own'd as before : On- 
ly I added this Particular ; You may remem- 
ber, ſaid I, that you asked me in the Office 
before the Earl of M--cl--sf--{d, whether I had 
owned my Intelligence : I confeſs'd it, and did 
declare, it it was not convenient, I would be 
more cautions tor the future. But I did never 
ſay that 1 would accuſe the D Aﬀter 
this I let him know that I was ſincere ac- 

cording to the purport of my Letter, and 
_ gave him Reaſons why TI apply'd then, re- 
ally believing that my L—d D— had a 
kindneſs for me, and kept me ſo long in 
ſuſpence, only that the World might not 
diſcover that I was the firſt Intelligencer, that T 
might the better continue my Service. And 
T afſur'd him I did eiteem the D— of S— 
more than any other of the Nobility I was ac- 
quainted with ; otherwiſe I would not have 
apply'd to him. 


9. oe: 
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7. Mr. /— told meT had but one way to 
give his Gr-ce fatisfaQtion, which was by 
ſomething in writing. I reply*d that T was 
rhe firſt Intelligencer, and that I wonder*d I 
did not ſee his Gr-ce when I was ſent for. 
He was pleaſed to tell me that his Gr-ce was 
ill, and it was only his I4;ſpoſition that hin- 
dred his Gr-ce from ſeeing me, and that I 
would do well to give his Gr-ce ſatisfaQtion. 
I anſwer'd Mr. /— that I came to pay my ſer- 
vice to his Gr-ce: And is this all the Anſwer 
to my Letter, ſaid I? Then I told him they - 
had undone me, and I could not ftay in 
Town ; however I hoped they would allow 
me a Protection. Mr. /. reply*d, Ineed 
not be ſo haſty, and intimated the D—s kind- 
neſs to me. I anſwer'd that I had not yet 
received any ; what is now and then 20 /. a 
Sum that 1s of little uſe to me ? When I 
came away, I deſired Mr. /— to give my 


Duty to. his Gr-ce, and that I would be always 
ready to ſerve him. 


—  — — 


That there ſhdald be nothing wanting on my 
| part, I writ the following Letter to his Gr-ce, 


My L—4d D--ke ; 


WW 2x your Exc-Il--cy is oppreſs'd 
with buſineſs, T can hardly hope to 


{peak to your ſelf, but believe your Gr-ce will 
, | not 
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not think it unreaſonable, that after all my 
endeavours toſerve the Government, I ſhould 
at leaſt be able to ſubſiſt : for any thing of Re- 
- compence that I might expect from yout Fa- 
vour, I willingly ſhall attend the King's re- 
turn; and only deſire your Exc-ll--cy will ap» 
point the payment of the Allowance you were 
pleaſed to order me quarterly, of which there is 
due half a year. I trouble your Gr-ce with 
asfew words as I can, and only neceſſity makes 
me write theſe, which I hope your Exc-ll--cy 
will excuſe from 


Faly 14. Your Exc-ll--cy's | 
96. 
Moſt, &c. 


Some REASONS modeſtly offer'd to be- 
lieve that this ( orreſpondence was never 
made known to the King. 


x. It is preſumed that the Accounts which 
T have given in, have not been laid before 
the King or his Cabinet-Council : if they had, 
certainly his Majeſty would have perſonally 
known me, or at leaſt have order'd me Mo- 
ney to diſpoſe and lay out, as I ſaw neceſſary, 
for the preventing ſo horrid a Deſign, and 
the involving a whole Nation in blood. 


2, If 
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2. If T had been known, it's reaſonable to 
believe, that upon Mr. Pexdergraſs and Mr. De 
{x Rue's coming in, I ſhould have been ſent for 
to know if I had known any thing of them, 


or believ'd them to be of the number of the 
Conſpirators. | 


3. That if T had been known to the King, 
or my Accounts gave in, Mr. Pezdergraſs and 
Mr. De /a Rae's Informations of the matter 
would have been immediately believ*d, with- 
out reaſoning the Aﬀair with them : His Ma- 
jeſty having been before prepared, by the daily 
Informations which I gave 1a of that Deſign to 
his Secretary of State. 


4. That if my Informations had been given 
in, his Majeſty had not then ſo great an Oblt- 
gation to Mr. Pendergraſs, having been before 
inform'd of the matter ; then he and the reſt 
of the Conſpirators which fell in, would have 
been looked upon, as they really were, Ene- 
mies to his Majefty*s Perſon and Government : 

And what they then did would have been 
accounted to proceed more out of fear or 
jealouſy of each other, than out of a real Love 
or Aﬀection to his Majeſty's Perſon and Go- 
yernment. 


F 


5- If my Accounts were given 1n, certain= 
| ly the King would have known, and eſteemn'd 


me 
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me the firſt and principal Diſcoverer of that hor- 
rid Plot, who had made it my buſineſs to 
ſearch into the Secretg of his Enemies, purely 
for his Majeſty's ſafety, and the preſervation 
of his Government ; and have had my Services 
laid before him, by which it. would have ap- 
pear'd, that I had traced all the Deſigns of 
his Enemies, not only as to the Deſcexz, but 
alſo the Aſſaſſination, and Isſurrefion, which 
was demonſtrated by the Arms that were ſeiz- 
ed, and the Accounts of the Diviſion of the 
Fattion into Parties, and confirming the Lay. 
caſbire Plot. And his Majeſty would have 
been aſſured of my Ability for ever to ſerve his 
Perſon and Government. 


REASONS to believe that the D---- 
of S---- was Very well ſatisfy d with my 
Inteority and Ability to. ſerve the Go- 
ment :- And that he did not doubt the truth 
of what T writ. 


1. That if his Gr-ce had not believ'd the 
Accounts I gave him, as in the firſt Mi- 
nutes, he would not have immediately em- 
ploy'd me, or have been fatisfy*d without a 
Recommendation frong the Duke of Norfolk, 
which TI offter'd ; nor have ſettled a Method 
for his Correſpondence with me. 


2, If : 


= 
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2. If his Gr-ce had miſtruſted the Truth of 
my Diſcovery of the Arms in December 1694. 
he would then have puniſh'd me ; whereas it is 
evident he believ'd that matter by his ſending 
a Bill of 20 /. tho ſhort of his great Promiſes, 
as appears by a Letter under his Gr-ce's own 
hand, dated the 11th of December 1694, 


3. If the D— of S— had not beliey'd 
me, he would have rejeQed all the Letters 
that came from me; otherwiſe he would 
not have promiſed to recommend me to the 
King at a ſecond Meeting, as he had done 
before. 


* 4. In December 95. upon making a Viſit 
to the D—, if his Gr-ce had not thought 
me able to ſerve the King, he would not 
have immediately engag'd my Service again, 
and the next day ſent me by my Servant a 
Bill of 20/7. with an Aſſurance under his 
Gr-ce's own hand to continue that Sum to me 
quarterly, with a Promiſe of a Reward for eve- 
ry particular Service diſcover'd by my means. 


5, If his Gr-ce had not believ'd my Ac- 
count of the Deſcent, and what I hinted on 
the 5th of January 95.* and the Accounts I 
gave into Mr. /— of Holmes, the Deſcent, 
&c. certamly he would never have ſent 
me on the 20th of January a Bill of 20 7. 
by Mr. V—, N : 6,.It 


